


whoo 


of ’ Oonalashha’ 


> 
ORB’ 


OW, 


Oonalarhs ha “ 


2 


Man of 








The UNIVERSAL Macazine for DickmBer, 1784. 281 





Captain Coox’s VoyAce to the Northern Hemifphere, continued 
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E&ape. — Asrival at the Ifland of Oonalathka, and Intercourfe with the Natives. 


FTER leaving Prince Willians’g 


Sound, on the 20th of May 1778,° 
t * boats, with orders to land on a point of 


Captain Cook ‘fteered S$. W. as the 
lay; and, on the 2uft, difcovered a lofty 

romontory, which he rig ey degee 
Feth, and' wfich, at firjt, he, miftook for 
the weftern €xtremity, of America. But 
be foon faw more land to the weftward, 
and found that ‘this, with that which he 
had befoxe fuppofed to be the welt cape of 
America, were the two boundaries of the 
entrance into .a very largeriver, up which 
he failed above go leagues, before he was 
abfolutely certain it was riot a ftrait which 
led into. the northefn ocean. This river 
has fince been named Cook’s River, by 
the exprefs command of Lord Sandwich. 

* If the difcovery,’ fays Captain Cook, 
* of this t river, which promifes to 
vie with tke mott confiderable ones al- 
ready known to be capable of extenfive 
inland navigation, fhould prove of ule ¢i- 
ther to the prefen', or to any future age, 
the time we {pent in it ought to be the lefs 
regretted. But to us, who had a much 
greater object in view, the delay thus oc- 
cafioned was an effential lofs. ‘The feafon 
was advancing apace. We knew not how 
far we might have to proceed to the South; 
and we were now. convinced, that the 
continent of America extended farther to 
the Weft than, from the modern moft re- 
putable charts we had reafon to expeét, 
This made the exiftence of a paflage into 
Baffin’s or Hudfon’s Bay lefs probable ; 
or, at leaft, thewed it to be of greater ex- 
tent. It was a fatisfaétion to me, how- 
ever, to reflegt, that, if I hatl not exa- 
mined this very confiderable inlet, it would 
have been afiumed by fpeculative fabrica- 
tors of Geography, asa fact, that it com- 
municated with the fea to the North, or 
with Baffin’s or Hudfon’s Bay to the 
Eaft; and been marked, perhapz, in fu- 
ture maps of the world, with greater pre- 
cifion, and more certain ‘figns of reality, 
than the invifible, becaufe imaginary, Straits 
of de Fuca and de Fonte.’ 

Nume, CCCCCXXX, Vor. LXXV, 


Befaré Captain Cook’ quitted this river, 
he pity pe sneha with, two armed 


land; on the S. E. fide of the. uiver; to 
di(play the flag there; to take Boffeffion of 
the country and river in his Majeity’s 
ame; and to bury in the ground ‘a bot- 
tle, ‘containing fome pieces of Englith 
coin, of the year 1772, and a paper, on 
which was infcribed the names of the 
fhips, and date of the difeovery, On this 
account, this point of lapd was called 
Point Pofleffion. “The natives of the ad 
jacent iflands and coaft, who trafficked 
much with the crews of the two hips, 
while they were exploring the river, feemed 
to bear fuch a itriking refemblance to the 
inhabitants of Prince William’s Sound, 
that a particular defcription of them is 

uite unneceflary,-To the preceding re- 
feStions on the difcovery of this river, 
Captain Cook adds, that ‘ there is not 
the leaft doubt, that.a very beneficial fur 
trade might be carried on with the inha- 
bitants of this vaft coaft ;° but that unlefs a 
northern paflage fhould be found praét- 
cable, it feems rather too remote for Great 
Britain. to receive any emolument from it.” 

Having cleared the mouth of Cook's 
river, on. the 6th of June, the Captain 
fleered, for feveral days, S. W. by W. as 
the coait lay, being continually within 
fight of the coptiient, among innume- 
rable iflands, and generally in thick foggy 
weather, 

On the 18th,‘ having occafion’ to fend a 


boat on’ board the Dilcovery, one of. the 


people in her fhot a very beautiful bird of 
the hawk. kind, ‘It is fomewha: lefs than 
a duck, and of a black colopr, except the 
fore-part of the head, which is white; and , 
from above and behind each eye rites an 
elegant yellowifh-white creft, revolved 
backward as aram’s horn. The bill and 
feet are red. Captain Cook conjectures 
it to be the Alca Monochrea of Steller, 
mentioned in the Hiftory of Kamtichatka, 
page 153 of the Englith tranilation. Seve- 
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ral of thefe birds were aftcrwards feen, 
and fometimes in large flocks. 

On the 19th, fome natives, in three or 
four canoes, who had been following the 
Dilcovery for fome time, at length got 
under her ftern. One of them+then made 
many figns, taking off his cap, and bowing, 
after the European manner. A rope be- 
ing handed down, to this he faftened a 
final! thin woeden cafe or box ; and hav- 
ing delivered this fafe, and fpoken fome- 
thing, and made feme more figns, the ca- 
noes dropped aftern, and left the Difcovery. 
No one on board had any fufpicion that 
the box contained any thing till after the 
departure of the canoes, when it was ac- 
cidently opened, and a piece of paper was 
found, folded up ciactall, upon which 
{i mething was written in the Ruffian Jan- 
guage, as was fuppoled. The date 1778 
was prefixed to it; and, in the body of 
the written note, there was a reference to 
the year 1776. Not one being learned 
enough to decypher the alphaket of the 
writer, hi§ numerals marked fufficient!y 
that others had'preceded us in vifiting this 
dreary part of the globe, who were united 
to us by other ties befides thofe of our 
common nature; ard the hopes of foon 
meeting with fome of the Ruflian tiaders, 
could not but give a fenfible fatisfaétion 
to thoie who had, fer fuch a length of 
time, been converlant with the favages of 
the Pacific Ocean, and of the continent of 
North America. 

Captain Cleike was, at firft, of opinion, 
that fome Ruffians had been fhipwrecked ‘ 
here; and that thefe unfortunate perfons, 
feemg the fhips pafs, had taken this me- 
thod to inform them of the:r fituation. 
Impreffed with humane fentiments, on fuch 
an cccafion, he was defirous of ttopping 
till they might have time to join the fhips. 
But no fuch idea occurred to Captain 
Cock, to whom it feemed obvious, that if 
this had been the cafe, it wou'd have been 
the filt ftep taken by fuch- thipwrecked 
perfens, in order to fecure to themfelves, 
and to their companions, the relief they 
could not but be folicitous about, to fend 
fume of their body ctf to the fhips in the 
tanoes. For this reafon, he rather thought 
that the paper contained a note of infor- 
mation, Jeti by fome Ruffian traders, who 
had liteiy been amongit thefe iflands, to 
be delivered to the next of their countiy- 
wen who flould arrive; and that the na- 
tives, feetng the fhips pats, and fuppo- 
fing them to be Rufhans, liad refolved to 
Fring «fF the nete, thinking it might in- 
dice .kem io ticp., Fully convinced of 





_this, Captain Cook did not ftay to inquire 


any farther into the matter; but made 
fail, and ttood away to the weftward. 

On the a1, at noon, Captain Cook 
found himfélf two leagues diftant from 
Halibut Ifland. Rocks and breakers now 
forced him fo far from the cont'nent, that 
he had but a diftant view of the coaft 
between Rock Point and Halibpt [fland. 
Over this and the adjoining iflands he 
could fee the main land covered with {now ; 
but, particularly, fome hills, whofe ele- 
vated tops were feen, towering above’ the 
clouds, toa moit ftupendous height. The 
moft fouth wefterly of thefe hills was dit- 
covered to have a volcano, which conti- 
nually threw up valt columns of black 
fmoke. It ftands not far from the coaft ; 
and in the latitude of 54° 48’, and the 
longitude of 195° 45°. It is alfo re- 
markable, from its figure, which is a 
complece cone; and the volcano is at the 
very fummit. He feldom faw this (or in- 
deed any other of thefe mountains) wholly 
clear of clouds. At times, both bafe and 
fummit would be clear; when a narrow 
cloud, fometimes two or three, one above 
another, would embrace the middle, like 
a girdle; which, with the column of 
fmoke, rifing perpendicular to a great 
height out of its top, and fpreading be- 
fore the wind into a tail of vaft length, 
made a very pifturefque appearance. ‘¢ It 
may be worth remarking,” fays Captain 
Cook, ‘ that the wind, at the height to 
which the fmoke of this volcano reached, 
moved fometimes in a dire&tion contrary to 
what it did at fea, even when it blew a 
frcfh gale.” 

In the afternoon, having three hours 
calm, the people caught upward of a hun- 
dred: halibuts, feme of which weighed a 
hundred -pounds, and none lefs than 
twenty pounds. This was a very fea- 
fonable refrefhment. In the height of the 
fithing, which was three or four miles 
from the fhore, a {mall canoe, conduéted by 
ene man, came to them from an adjacent 
ifland. On approaching the fhip, he took 
offhis cap, and bowed, as the other had 
done, who vifited the Difcovery the pre- 
ceding day. It was evident, that the 
Ruffians mutt have a communication and 
trafic with thefe people; not only from 
their acquired politenefs, but from the 
note before mentioned. But there was 
now a frefh pic of of it; for this vifiter 
wore a pair of green cloth breeches, and 
a jacket of black cloth, or ftuff, under 
the gut thirt or frock of his own country. 
He had nothing to barter, except a grey 
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fox fkin, and fome fihhing implements or 
harpoons ; the heads of the fhatts of which, 
for the length of*a foot, or more, were 
neatly made of bone, as thick as a walk- 
ing-cane, and carved. He had with him 
a bladder, full of fomething, which was 
Yuppofed to be oil ; for he opened it, took 
a mouthful, and then faftened it again. 
Onthe 26th, although it was day-light, 
the weather was fo thick and foggy, that 
they could not fee a hundred yards before 
them; but, as the wind was now mode- 
rate, the Captain ventured to run. At 
half paft four, he was alarmed at hearing 
the found of breakers on his larboard bow. 
On heaving the lead, he found twenty- 
eight fathoms water; and the next caft, 
twenty-five He immediately brought the 
fhip to, and anchored in this laft depth ; 
callingito the Difcovery, which was clofe 
‘by, to anchor alfo. A few hours after, 
the fog having cleared away a little, it ap- 
peared that he had efcaped very imminent 
danger. He found himfelf three quariers 
of a mile from the North Eaft fide of an 
ifland, which extended from South by 
Weft half Weft, to North by Eaft half 
Eaft, each extreme about a league diftant. 
‘Two elevated rocks, the one bearing South 
by Eaft, and the other Fatt by South, were 
about half a league-each from the fhips, 
and about the fame diftance from each 
other. There were feveral breakers about 
them; ‘and yet,” fays Captain Cook, 
£ Providence had, in the dark, conduéted 
the fhips through, between thefe rocks, 
which I fhould not have ventured in a 
clear day, and tofuch an anchoring-place, 
¢hat [ could not have chofen a better.’ 
The ifland, to which they were con- 
duéted in this providential manner, lies on 
the South fide of Oonalafhka, another 
illand, where they afterwards found an 
excellent harbour, called by the natives 
Samganooda. Here they watered, but 
found no wood. Oonalafhka is one of 
the numerous group of iflands, which ex- 
tend for a very confiderable diftance to- 
wards the S. W. from a very projecting 
cape on the continent of America, which 
lies in latitude 547° N. and, in Captain 
Cook's chart, is named Alafka. In ap- 
proaching this ifland, they law fome na- 
tives towing in two whales, which, it was 
fuppofed, they had juft killed. A tew 
of them, now and then, came off to the 
fhips, and bartered a few trifling things 
with the people; but never remained above 
a quarter of an hour at a time. On the 
contrary, they rather fecmed fhy; and 
yet the crew could judge that they were 


no ftranger$ to veffzls, in fome degree like 
theirs. ‘They behaved with a degree of 
politenefs unknown to favage tribes. 
While the fhips lay in the harbour of 
Samganooda, feveral of the natives came 
off, each in a canoe; and bartered a few 
fithing implements for tobacco. One of 
them, a young man, overfet his canoe, 
while along-fide of one of the boats. Our 
people caught hold of him; but the canoe 
went adrift, and, being picked up by ano- 
ther, was carried afhore. The youth, by 
this accident, was obliged to come into 
the fhip ; and he went down into the ca- 
bin, upon the firft invitation, without ex- 
preffing the leaft reluctance, or uneatinefs. 
His drefs was an upper garment, like a 
fhirt, made of the large gut of fome fea- 
animal, probably the whale; and an un- 
der garment of the fame fhape, made of 
the fkins of birds, drefled with the feathers 
on, and neatly fewed together; the fea- 
thered fide be'ng worn next his fkin. It 
was mended, or patched, with pieces of 
filk-ituff ; and his cap was ornamented 
with two or three forts of glafs beads. 
His own clothes being wet, vy aes Cook 
gave him others, in which he dreffed him- 
felf, with as much eafe as the Captain 
covid have done. From his behaviour, 
and that of fome others, he was con- 
vinced that thefe people were no ftrangers 
to Europeans, and to fome of their cuftoms. 
But there was fomething in the thips, that 
greatly excited their cuviofity; for fuch as 
could not come off in canoes, affembled 
on the neighbouring hills to look at them. 
Soon afier they anchored,’a native 
brought on board fuch another note as 
had been given to Captain Clerke.. Hs 
prefented at to Captain Cook ; but it 
was written in the Ruflian language, 
which, as already obferved, none of 
them could read. As it could be of no 
ule to Caprain Cook, and might be of 
confequence to others, he returned it to 
the bearer, end difmiffed him with a few 
prefents ; for which he expreffed his thanks, 
by making feveral low bows as he retired. 
In walking, next day, along the fhore, 
Captain Cook met with a group of natives 


‘of both fexes, feated on the grafs, at a 


repalt, confifting of raw fith, which rhey 
feemed to eat with as much relifh as we 
fhould a turbot, ferved up with the richelt 
fauce. ‘Thick fogs, and a contrary wind, 
detained him till the 2d of July; yhich 
afforded an opportunity of acquiring fome 
knowledge of the country, and of its in- 
habitants. But the refule of his obicrva- 
tions will be mentioned in another place. 
{ To be centinued. ] 
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New Anecvores of the Lire of Swift: 
Ccntinued from Page 234, of our laft. 


THERE lived in Ireland a Gen- 
tleman of the name of Mathew, whole 
hiftory is well worth recording, although 
in a great part it may appear digreffive. 
He was poflefied of a large eftate in the 
fineft county of that kingdom, Tippexary : 
which produced a clear rent of eight thou- 
fand ayear. As he delighted in a coun- 
try life, he refolved to build a large com- 
modious houfe for the reception of guefts, 
furrounded by fifteen hundred acres of 
his choiceft land, all lg:d out upon a re- 
gular plan of improvement, ‘according to 
the new adopted mode of Englith garden- 
ing (which bad fupplanted the bad Dutch 
tafte brought in by King William) and of 
which he-was the firtt who fet the example 
in Ireland; nor were there any improve- 
ment ef ghat fort then in England, which 
was comparable to his, either in point of 
beauty or extent. As this defign was 
formed early in life, in order to accom- 
plith his point, without incurring any 
debt on his eftate, he retired to the Con- 
tinent for feven years, and lived upon fix 
hundred pounds a year, while the remain- 
ing income of his eftate was employed in 
carrying on the great works he had planned 
there. When all was completed, he re- 
turned to his native country, and after 
fome time pafled in the metropolis, to re- 
vive the old, and cultivate new acquaint- 
ance, he retired to his feat at Thomas- 
town to pafs the remainder of hie days 
there. Ashe was one of the finelt Gen- 
tlemen of the age, and pofiefled of fo 
large a property, he found no difficulty 
during his refidence in Dublin, to get 
accels to all, whofe character for talents, 
or probity, made him defirous to culti- 
vate their acquaintance. Out of thefe, he 
felefted {uch as were mott conformable to 
his tafte, inviting them to pafs fuch leifure 
time as they might have upon their hands, 
at Thomas-town. As there was fome- 
thing uncommonly fingular in his mode of 
living, fuch as I believe was never car- 
ried mto practice by any mortal before, in 
an equal degree, I fancy. the reader will 
not be difpleafed “with an account of the 
particulars of it. 

His houfe had been chiefly contrived to 
aniwer the noble purpofe of that conftant 
hofpitality, which he intended to maintain 
there. It contained forty commodious 
apartments for guefts, with fuitable accom- 

2 


modations to their fervants. - Each 
ment was completely furnifhed with 
convenience that could be wanted, even 
to the minuteft article. When a gueftar- 
rived, he fhewed him his apartment, fay- 
ing, this is your Caftle, you are tq 
command as abfolutely as in your owa 
houfe ; you may breakfaft, dine, and fup 
here whenever you pleafe, and invite fuch 
of the guefts to accompany you as may be 
moft agreeable to you. He then thewed 
him the commen parlour, where he faid a 
daily ordinary was kept at which he might 
dine when it was more agreeable to him to 
m:x in fociety ; but from this moment you 
are never to know me as matter of the 
houfe, and only to confider me as one of 
the guelts. In order to put an end to all 
ceremony at meal-time, he took his place 
at random at the table, and thus all ideas 
of precedence being laid afide, the guefts 
feated them(eives promifcuoufly, without 
any regard to difference of rank or quality. 
There was a large room fitted up exactly 
like a Coffee-houfe, where a bar-maid and 
waiters attended to furnith refrefhments at 
all times of the day. Here, fuch as chofe 
it, breakfaited at theirowsm hour. It was 
furpthed with Chefs-boards, Back-gam- 
mon Tables, Newspapers, Pamphlets, &c, 
in all the forms of a City Coffee-houfe. 
But the moft extraordinary circumftance 
in his whole domeftic arrangement, was 
that of a detached room in one of the ex- 
tremities of the houfe, called the Tavern. 
As he was himfelf a very temperate man, 
and many of his guetts were of the fame 
difpofition, the quantity of wine for the 
ufe of the common room was but mode- 
rate ; butas drinking was much in fafhion 
in thofe. days, in order to gratify fuch of 
his guefts as had indulged theméfelves im 
that cuftom, he had recourfe to the above. 
mentioned contrivance ; and it was the 
cuftom of all who loved a cheerful giafs, 
to adjourn to the tavern foon after dinner, 
and leave the more fober folks to them- 
felves. Here a waiter in a blue apron ate 
tended (as was the fafhion then) and all 
things in the room were contrived fo as te 
humour theillufion. Here,every one called 
for what liquer they liked, with as littie 
reftraint 2s if they were really in a publics 
houfe, and to pay their fhare of the reckons 
ing. Here too, the midnight orgies of 
Bacchus were often celebrated, with the 
fame noify mirth as is cuftomary in his 
City 
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City Temples, without in the leaft difturb- 
ing the répofe of the more fober part of the 
family. Games of all forts were allowed, 
but under fuch reftriftions as to prevent 
gambling ; and fo as to affwer their true 
end, that of amufement, without injury 
to the purfe of the players. ‘There were 
two Billiard-tables, and a large bowling- 
3 ample provifion was made for all 

Fach as delighted in country {ports ; fith- 
ing tackle of all forts; variety of guns 
with proper ammunition ; a pack of buck- 
hounds, another of fox-hounds, and ano- 
ther of harriers. He conftantly kept twenty 
choice hunters in his ftables for the ule of 
thofe who were not properly mounted for 
the chace. It may be thought that his 
income was not fufficient to fupport fo 
expenfive an ettablifhment ; but when it is 
confidered that eight thoufand a year at 
that time was fully equal to double that 
fum at prefent; that his large demefne, 
in fome of the richeft foil of Ireland, fur- 
nifhed the houfe with every neceflary ex- 
cept groceries and wine; it may be fup- 
poled to be eafily praéticable if under the 
regulation of a ftriét ceconomy ; of which 
no man was a greater mafter. I am told 
his plan was fo well formed, and he had 
fuch checks upon all his domeftics, that it 
was impoffible there could be any wafte, 
or that any article from the larder, or a 
fingle bottle of wine from the cellar could 
have been purloined, without immediate 
detegtion. ‘This was done partly by the 
chaice of faithful Stewards, and Clerks of 
approved integrity ; but chiefly by his own 
fapefintendance of the whole, as not a 
day pafled without having all the accounts 
of the preceding one laid before him. This 
he was enabled to do by his early rifing ; 
and the bufinefs being finifhed before others 
were out of their beds, he always ap- 
= the moft difengaged man in the 
ufe, and feemed to have as little con- 
cern in the conduét of-it as any of the 
guefts. And indeed to a ftranger he might 
eafily pafs tor fach, as he made it a point 
that no one fhould confider him in the 
light of mafter of the houfe, nor pay him 
the leatt civilities on that feore; which he 
carried fo far, that he fometimes went 
abroad without giving any notice, and 
ftaid away feveral days, while things went 
on as ufual at home; and on his return, 
he would not allow any gratulations to be 
made him, nor any other notice to be 
taken of him, that if he had not been ab- 
fent during that time. The afrangements 
of evefy fort were fa prudently made, that 
no iwultiplicity of guetts or their domeftics, 


ever occafioned any diforder, and all things 
were conduéted with the fame eafe and 
regularity, as in a private family. ‘There 
was one point which feemed of great dif- 
ficulty, that of eftablithing certain fignals, 
by which each fervant might know when he 
was fummoned to his mafter’s apartrhent. 
For this purpofe there was a great hall ap- 
propriated to their ufe, where they always 
affembled when they were not upon duty. 
Along the wall bells were ranged in order, 
one to each apartment, with the number 
of the chamber marked over it; fo that 
when any one of them was rung, they 
had only to turn their eyes to the bell, and 
fee what fervant was called. He was the 
firt who put an end to that inhofpitable 
cuftom of giving vales to (rvants, by 
making a fuitable addition to their wages ; 
at the fame time affuring them, that if they 
ever took any afterwards, they thould be 
difcharged with difgrace; and to prevent 
temptation, the gueits were informed that 
Mr. Mathew would confider it as the 
higheft affront, if any offer ofthat fort 
were made. As Swift had heard much 
of this place from Dr. Sheridan, who had 
been often a welcome guelt there, both on 
account of his companionable qualities, 
and as being preceptor to the nephew of 
Mr. Mathew, he was dehrous of feeing 
with his own eyes whether the report of 
it were true, which he could not help 
thinking to have been much exaggerated. 
Upon receiving an intimation of this from 
Dr. Sheridan, Mr. Mathew wrote a polite 
letter to the Dean, requefting the honour 
of a vifit, in company with the Dogtor, 
on his next {chool vacation, They fet 
out accordingly on horfeback, attended by 
a gentleman who was a,near relation of 
Mr. Mathew, and from whom I received 
the whole of the following account. They 
had fcarce reached the inn where they 
were to pafs the firft night, and which, 
like moft of the Ivifh inns at that time, 
afforded but miferable entertainment, when 
a coach and fix horfes arrived, fent to con- 
vey them the remainder of their journey 
to Thomas-town ; and at the fame tisie 
bringing ttore of the choiceft viands, wine, 
and other liquors for their refrefhment. 
Swift was highly pleafed with this uncom- 
mon mark of attention paid him, and the 
circumftances of the coach reve particu- 
larly agreeable, as he had been a good 


deal fangued with his day's joumey, 
When they came, within fight of the 
houfe, the Dean, aftonifhed at its magni- 
fude, cried out, ‘ What, in the name of 
God can be the ufc of fuch a vait build- 

ing ?” 
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fine an fa rom from one who was fup- 


ing?” ¢ Why, Mr. Dean,’ replied their 
fellow-traveller before-mentioned, * there 
are no lefs than forty apartments for guefts 
in that ‘houf, and all of them probably 
occupied at this time, except what are re- 
ferved for us.’ Swift, in his ufuel man- 
ner, called out to the coachman to ftop, 
and bade him turn about, and drive “him 
back to Dublin, for he could not think of 
mixing with fuch a croud. ‘ Well,” faid 
he, afterwards fuddenly, £ there is no re- 


‘medy, I muft fubmit; but I have loft a 


fortnight of my life.” Mr. Mathew re- 
ceived him at the door with uncommon 
marks of refpe&t ; and then conduéting him 
to his apartment, after fome compliments, 


. made him his ufual fpeech ; acquainting him 


with the cuftoms of the houfe, and retired, 
Jeaving hir. ‘n pofleffion of his Cattle. Soon 
after the cook appeared with his bill of 
fare, to receive his direftions about fup- 
per, and the butler at the fame time with 
a lift of wines and other liquors. * And 
is all this really fo,’ faid Swift? * and 
may I command here as mm my own 
houfe ?? The Gentleman before-mentioned 
affured him he might, and that nothing 
could be more.agrceable to the owner of 
that manfion, than that all under his roof 
fhould live conformably to their own in- 
clinations, without the leaft reftraint. 
© Well, then, faid Swift, ‘I invite you 
and Dr. Sheridan to be my guetts while I 
ftay, for I think I fhall hardly be tempted 
to m'x with the mob below.” Three 
days were paffed in riding over the demefne, 
and viewing the feveral improvements, 
without ever feemg Mr, Mathew, or any 
of the guefts ; nor were the company be- 
low much concerned at his abfence, as his 
very name ufually infp'red thofe who did 
not know him with awe, and they were 
afraid his prefence would put an end to 
that eafe and cheerfulnefs which reigned 
among them. On the fourth day, Swift 
entered the room where the company were 
affembled before dinner, and addrefled Mr. 
Mathew in one of the fineft complimental 
fpeeches that ever was made; in which 
he expatiated on all the beauties of his 


‘improvements, with the kill of an artift, 


and the tafte of a connoifleur. He fhewed 


-that he had a full comprehention of the 


-whole of the plan, and of the judicious 
adaption of the parts to the whole, and 
pomnted out feveral articles which had 
efcaped general obférvation.. Such an ad- 
drefs, froma man of Swift's character, 
could not fail of being pleafing to the 


owner, who was at the fume time the 


planner of thefe improvements; and fo 


pofed to deal more‘in fatyr than panegyric, 
was likely to remove the prejudice enter- 
tained againft his character, and prepoffefs the, 
reft of the company in his favour. He con- 
cluded his fpeech, by faying, « And now, 
Lad‘es and Gentlemen, I am come to live 
among. you, and it fhall be no fault of 
mine if we do not pafs our time agreeably. 
After dinner, being in high fpirits, he en- 


“tertained the company with various pleafan- 


tries: Doétor Sheridan and he played into 
one another's hands; they joked, they 
punned, they laughed, and a general gaiety 
was diffufed through the whole company. 
Ina fhort time all conftrajnt on hig account 
d'fappeared. He entered readily into all 
their little fchemes of promoting mirth, 
and every day, with the affiftance of his 
Coadjutor, produced fome new one, which 
afforded a good deal of {port and merri- 
ment. Never were fuch joyous f{cenes 
known there before; for, when to eafe 
and cheerfulnefs, there is fuperadded, at 
times, the higher zeft of gay wit,- lively 
fancy, and dro}l humour, nothing can be 
wanting to the perfection of the focial 
pleafures of life. When the time came 
which obliged Dr. Sheridan to return to 
his fchool, the company were fo delighted 
with the Dean, that they earnef4y in- 
treated him to remain there fome time 
longer; and Mr. Mathew himéfelf for once 
broke through his rule of never foliciting 
the ftay of any go. (it being the efta- 
blifhed cuftom of the houfe that all might 
depart whenever they thought proper, with- 
out any ceremony of leave-taking) by join- 
ing in the requeft. Swift found himéfelf 
fo -happy in his fituation there, that he 
readily yielded to their folicitations, and 


‘inftead of the fortnight which he had origi- 


nally intended, paffed four months there 
much to his own fatisfaction, and that of 
all thofe who vifited the place during that 
time. Having gone fomewhat out of my 
way to give an account of the owner of 
this happy manfion, Iam tempted to di- 
grefs a little farther by relating an advens 
ture he was engaged in, of {fo fingular a 
kind, as deferves well to be recorded. It 
was towards the latter end of Queen Anne’s 
reign, when Mr. Matthew returned to 
Dublin, after his long refidence abroad. 
At that time party ran very high, but 
raged no where with fuch violence as in 
that City, infomuch, that duels were every 
day fought there on that fcore. ‘There 
happened to be, at that time, two Gen- 
tlemen in London who valued themfe!ves 
highly on their ikill in fencng; thé — 
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of one of them was Pack, the other Creed ; 
the former a Major, the latter a Captain 
in the army. Hearing of thefe daily ex- 
ploits in Dublin, they refolved, like two 
Knight-errants, to go over in quelt of ad- 
ventures. Upon enquiry, they learned that 
Mr. Mathew, lately arrived from France, 
had the character of being one of the firtt 
fwordimen in Europe. Pack, rejoiced to 
find an antagonift worthy of him, refolved 
the firft opportunity to pick a quarrel with 
him; and meeting him as he was carried 
along the ftreet in his chair, joftled the 
fore-chairman. Of this Mathew took no 
notice, as fuppofing it to be-accidental. 
But Pack afterwards boafted of it in the 
public Cotfee-houfe, fayings that he had 
purpofely offered this infult to that Gen- 
tleman, who had not the fpirit to refent it. 
There happened to be prefent a particular 
friend of Mr. Mathew’s of the name of 
Macnamara, a man of tried courage, and 
reputed the bett fencer in Ireland. He 
immediately took up the quarrel, and faid, 
he was fure Mr. Mathew did not fuppofe 
the affront intended, otherwife he would 
have chaitifed him on the fpot: but if 
the Major would let him know where he 
was to be found, he fhould be waited on 
immediately on his friend’s return, who 
was to dine that day a little way out of 
town. The Major faid that he fhould be 
at the tavern over the way, where he and 
his companions would wait their com- 
mands. Immediately on his arrival, Ma- 
thew being made acquainted with what 
had pafled, went from the coffee houfe to 
the tavern, accompanied by Macnamara. 
Being fhewn into the room where the two 
Gentlemen were, after having fecured the 
door, without any expoftulation, Mathew 
and Pack drew their fwords; but Mac- 
namara {topped them, faying, he had fome- 
thing to propofe before they fo to 
action. He faid, in cafes of this nature, 
he never could bear to be acool fpeétator ; 
fo Sir, (addrefling himfelf to Creed) if 
you pleafe, I fhall have the honour of 
entertaining you in the fame manner. 
Creed, who defired no better fport, made 
no other reply than that of inftantly draw- 
ing his fword; and to work the four 
champions fell, with the fame compolure 
as if it were only a fencing match with 
foils. The coniliét was of fome dura- 
tion, and maintained with great obiti- 
nacy by the two officers, notwithitanding 
the great effufion of blood from the many 
wounds which they had received. At 
length, quite exhaufted, they both fell, 
aud yielded the vi€tory to the fuperior 


fkill of their antagonifts: Upon this oc- 

cafion, Mathew gave a remarkable proof 
of the perfe& compofure of his mind during 

the aétion. Creed had fallen the fir; 

upon which Pack exclaimed, * Ah, poor 
Creed, are you gone?” * Yes,” faid Ma- 
thew, very compokdly, ‘ And you fhall 

inftantly Pack after him;” at the fame 
time making a home thruft quite threugia ' 
his body, which threw him'to the ground. 

This was the more remarkable, as he was 

never in his life, either before or after, 
known to have have aimed at a pun. 

The number of wounds received by the 
vanquithed. parties was very great; and 

what feemed almoft miraculons, their op- 
ponents were untouched. The furzeon, 
feeing the defperate {tate of their patients, 
would not fuifér them to be removed out’ 
of the room where they fought, but had 
beds immediately conveyed into it, on 

which they lay many hours in a ftate of 
infenfibility. When they came to them- 

felves, and faw where they were, Pack, 
in a feeble voice, faid to his companion, 

* Creed, I think we are the conquerors, 
for we have kept the field of battle.” For 

a long time their lives were defpaired of, 

but to the aftonifhment of every one; they 
both recovered. When they were able to 
fee company, Mathew and his friend at- 
tended them daily, and a clofe intimacy 
afterwards enfued, as they found them 
men of probity, and of the bett difpofi- 
tions, except in this Quixotith idea of 
dyelling, whereof they were now per- 
feétly cured. 





In one of Swift’s rambles through the 
country of Ireland, he happened to ftop at a 
{mail village in fome part of the Bog of 
Allen. . The landlord of the houfe to 
which he was direéted for entertainment, 
was quite unfurnwhed of every kind of 
provifion that might refrefh either himfelf 
or his horfes. The Dean feeing a church 
not far off, enquired who was the parfon, 
and where he lived; being informed in 
thefe points, he defired the landlord to 
go it his name, and beg a little hay and 
oats for his horfes; who brought him 
back for anfwer, that the Vicar, Mr. 
Hervey, would fend him none; but if 
the Dean would do him the honour to 
take fhare of his dinner, which was near 
ready, he fhould have as much as he 
pleated. The Dean readily accepted the 
Invitation ; and going immediately to Mr. 
Hervey’s, afked what he had for dinner ? 
A fhoulder of lamb and fallad. And 
what have you gét to dank ? Some preity 
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good ale; and had I known of yourcom- 
ngs IT would have had a bottle of wine. 

ine! faid the Dean, what is your vicar- 
age worth? About fourfcore pounds a 
yews And dare fuch a little feliow as you 


“pretend to drink wine? Only on extraor- 


dinary accafions. The Dean was much 
pleafed with his hoft and his entertain- 
ment ; and when he was going away, he 
called to his fervant to take good natice 


of that Clergyman, * And be fure ements 
ber, if ever he thould come to enquire for 
me at the Deanery, to fay. I am not at 
home.” Mr. Hervey underitood his mean- 
ing well; and on his next vifit to Dublin, 
did not fail to pay his refpeéts to the Dean ; 
who reegived i very cordially, and en- 
tertained him with great kindnefs. 
[To be continued, } 


4 Suort View of the Stare of Knowiepge, LireRature, 
and Taste, in this Country, from the Norman Conquest, to 
the Accession of King Epwarp the Firft, continued from Page 


239 of our laft. 

From the view we have given of the 
deplorable itate of things, with refpeft to 
real knowledge, we may be ready to ima~ 
gine that there were no places of educa- 
tion, no opportunities for ftudy, and the 
moprovement of the mind; and yet it is 
an undoubted truth, that there were in 
this peviod a great numbet of profefled 


fcholars. Monafteries abounded, and were: 


in a flourifhing condition ; new religious 
orders were continually inftituted; and 
there were many literary foundations and 
feminarics. Multitudes appear to have 
been brought up at the two univerfities ; 
fe numerous were the ftudents at Oxford, 
that, on a certain occafion, we read of 
three thoufand quitting the city, and re- 
tiring to Cambridge and Reading. Paris 
likewife was, at this time, extiemely cele- 
brated as a feat of learning ; and sts re- 
putation drew to it a large quantity of 
youth from England. It may therefore 
feem f{urprifing, that the age fhould, in 
geneal, be fo extremely ignorant. But it 
uw to be oblerved, that the literature of the 
day w2¢ almoft totally confined to Monks 
and Pnefts: the laity bad little concern 
with it, and did net confider it as an ob- 
ject of their attention. Moreover, the en- 
quiries in which the clergy were engaged 
had but a fmall conseftion with genuine 
ference. They did not fearch into the 
true meaning of Scripture; they did not 
purfue that found philotophy which ex- 
amines the real nature of things; they 
did not cultivate their reafon, or refine 
their tafte. The fubjecs they ftudied were 
often contemptible, or if valuable and im- 
portant in theirewn nature, were rendered 
contemptible by the manner in which they 
were treated. It was an unpardonable 
crime to deviate irom a ceitain track of 
fentiments ; and the favourite Authors, the 
models held out for im‘taticn, were, for 


the mof part, fueh as were calculated to 
miflead, inttead-of ampyoving the under- 
ttanding. If exéBptions may be mentioned 
to this reprefentation of facts, it myft be 
acknowledged that they were very few in 
number. 

One grand objedt of ftudy, that em- 
ployed the whole lives of many perfons, 
was the Canon Law, to which we may 
add the decretals of the Popes : nor is it to 
be wandered at that thefe thi;gs thould 
engage the attention of numbers, and take 
up all their time, when we confider, that 
the conftitutions of coyncils, and the or- 
dinances of the Roman Pontiff, were 
deemed of facred obligation, and were 
every day growing more complex and 
voluminous, 

/mothes matter, of greater value and 
importance, which was then purfued, was 
the Civil Law; but, unhappily, it was 
purfued to the detriment and exclufion of 
nobler and more ufeful branches of fcience. 

A copy of Juftinian’s Pande&ts, which 
had been difcovered in the twelfth century, 
occafioned the Civil Law to be received 
and embraced in the weftern parts of Eur 
rope, where it had long been almoft en- 
tirely fergotten. Many nations adopted 
it, and united it with their feudal cuftoms ; 
fome countries giving ita more, and fome 
a lefs, extenfive authority. It was brought 
into England by Theobald, Archbifhop 
of Canterbury, during the Norman pe- 
riod; and there came along with him 
feveral learned proficients in it, particu- 
Jarly Vacrius, whom he placed at Oxford. 
But thovgh it was attempted to be upi- 
verfally introduced into this country, it 
could never be effeéted. The ancient 
Common Law had fubfifted immemori- 
ally in the kingdom ;_ had, in a confiderable 
meafure, ‘maintained its. ground, againtt 
the innovations of the Conqueror, yc 
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his fircteffors ; and, being founded on more 
equal and moderate principles than the 
Juftinian code, the people were attached 
to it with the ftrongeft degree of affection. 
In the knowledge of it great part of the 
literature of thefe times confitted. It was 
taught in the monafteries, the univeriities, 
and the houfes of the principal Nobility: 
and the clergy, in particular, applied to it 
with the utmoft attention ; fo that it was 
the ufual charaéter of them, Nudlus cleri- 
cus nifi caufidicus.. Out of this order the 
Judges were created, and the inferior offi- 
ces in the Courts of Judicature were fup- 
lied from the lower ranks of the prieit- 
Coed. But a remarkable alteration, in 
this refpeét, was occafioned by the intro- 
duétion of the ftudy of the Civil Law. 
As it was enforced by the authority of the 
Popes, it naturally drew the veneretion 
and regard of the Monks, to which ano- 
ther circumftance greatly contributed. The 
Norman conqueft had brought into the 
church multitudes of foreigners, who had 
No acquaintance with, and, ceniequently, no 
relidh for the Englith juri/prudence. Hence 
they obftinately adhered to the Roman in- 
ftitutions ; and though an application to 
the new fcience was forbidden by Stephen, 
they confidered the prohibition as an im- 
piety, and continued to teach it in the 
ichools. The clergy afterwards endea- 
voured, by every poflible method, to bring 
it into general practice ; but thie laity ttood 
firmly againft it, and declared, in the fa- 
mous Parliament of Merton, that they 
would not change the laws of England. 
From this era the priefts gradually with- 
drew from the municipal courts; and, at 
length, it was ordered, by the epifcopal 
canons, that they fhould not appear as 
advocates in foro feculari. Nor did they 
Jong a&t as Judges, the office of Chan- 
ceilor excepted : but in thofe places where 
their authority remained, they preferved the 
form and maxims ef the Juftinian code. 

In confequence of this quarrel between 
the clergy and the laity, the ftudy of the 
Common Law was laid afide at Oxford 
and at Cambridge; and the profcflors of 
it, being driven from thefe feats of learn- 
ing, came to London and erected an uni- 
verfity of a new kind; a juridical uni- 
verfity, in the Inns of Court and Chan- 
cery, where exercifes were performed, lec- 
tures were read, and degrees conferred. 

Among the Princes of this period, Henry 
the Second and Richard the Firf®are the 
moft entitled to diftinGion in a hiftory of 
literature. Henry is celebrated by Leland 
as a fcholar, and Richard is known to 


have been a famous Troubadour. The 
fong which was compofed by him, durin 
his imprifonment in Auftria, has obtai 
him a place in the Catalogue of Royal 
Authors: , 

From the reign of Alfred, throuzh a 
fucceffion of feveral centuries, we meet 
with few literary charaéters excepting di- 
vines and hiftorians: but as we advance 
in the period we are treating of; we be- 
hold fome faint glimmerings of the philo- 
fophical and other fciences. The glim- 
merings, indeed, are very faint: never- 
thelcfs, the appearance of them is extremely 
pleafing, and we cannot avoid hailing the 
leait dawn of twilight with joy, after being 
involved in a long and gloomy night. 

We have already remarked, that the 
Civil and Canon Laws were principal ob- 
jects of attention. As to the Civil Law, 
though the Monks were fund of it, the 
prefent zera did not afford any fuch confi- 
derable proficients in the Roman code, as 
to merit particular notice. With reipeé 
to the Canon Law, Adexander Hales, who 
obtained the title of the Lrvefragable DoStor, 
was famous in his day ; and it would be 
ealy to {pecify other perfons that were cele- 
brated on the fame account, were it worth 
while to bring names into public view, 
which have delervedly funk into oblivion. 

Ner was the Englith jurifprudence en- 
tirely diiregarded : for Braéton, who was 
a Judge in Henry the Third’s reign, and 
probably Chicf Juftice, compofed an ex- 
cellent Treatife upon the Laws, called 
Brito, which has always been held in the 
highelt cfteem. Beéton, alfo, wrote a book 
De Legibus Anglicanis, whieh waswvaltly 
ferviceable to Edward tite Firit, the Jufti- 
nian of England, and to the whole nation < 
and, that we may not f{pcedily have occa- 
fion to refume the furbjeét, we fthall here 
mention the Fleta; another old law per- 
formance, which is in great credit even at 
prefent, and is ftudied along with B:a¢ton, 
by thofe who defire to have a_thorough 
knowledge of our ancient cuftoms, ftatutes, 
and conftitution. 

Towards the clofe of the period before 
us, there was a confiderable tendency to 
the ftudy of philofophy, geometry, and 
phyfic. ‘The wettern woild had, for ages, 
utterly neglected all fcience of this kind ; 
but it now began to pay a little regard to 
thefe important matters ; and the tources 
from which it drew its firit acquaintance 
with them were not, as might naturally 
be expeéted, the writings of the Greeks 
and the Komans, but the woiks of the 
Agabians. After the Saracens had etta- 
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blithed. large kingdoms in the Eaft, and 
brought them to a ttate of fecurity, magni- 
ficence, and refinement, they applied them- 
felves tothe arts ef peace, and to the cul- 
tivation of knowledge. The objeéts that 
more particularly engaged their attention, 
were the mathematics, affronomy, medi- 
cine, and chemiftry. Hiftory and poetry 
were, likewile, in much efteem with them ; 
and the latter they carried to a high degree 
of perfection. So ardent was their defre 
ef improvement, that they tranflated the 
principal authors of Greece into their own 
tongue, and, for feveral hundred years, 


were the only people among whom {ci-- 


ence greatly flourithed. ‘There were, in- 
deed, no fmall remainders of literature at 
Conttantinople, and the adjacent places ; 
but they lay concealed under the depyeflion 
of the Byzantine empire, and produced 
no extenfive or general efleéts. 

From Babylon and Egypt, where learn- 
ing was chiefly cultivated, it fpread welt- 
ward, following the career: of the Saracen 
conguelts, and, at length, fettled in Spain, 
under the proteéticn of the Moorifl: Princes, 
whofe courts were adorned with men of 
eminence in various branches of know- 
ledge, and efpecially in natural philofophy, 
phyfic, and geometry. The ftudies of the 
Arabians gradually made their way from 
Spain into France, and from France into 
England. To them we are indebted for 
the admirable and ufeful method of reck- 
oning numbers by cyphers; and, for a 
Jong time, almoft the only acquaintance 
we had with the works of the Giceks. and 
Romans, was drawn through the medium 
of their tranflations. This was the cafe 
with refpeét to Ariftotle, who was only 
known in the wefiern kingdoms of Europe, 
by the means of an Arabic verfion; and 
who, by being abfurdly fet wp as the 
ftandard of truth, became, in faét, the 
fource of ftill farther ignorance ; an igno- 
vance the more dangerous, and the more 
Kard to be rooted out, as it carried with 
it a falfe appearance of {cience, reafoning, 
and wifdom. 

* In confequence of the tafte that had 
been introduced by converfing with the 
works of the Saracens, we find feveral of 
the learned perfons who flourifhed in our 


‘country during this «era, applying them- 


felves to different parts of natural know- 
tedge. Henry of Huntingden, the hifto- 
tian, wrote upon herbs, {pices, and gems: 
Walter Morgan treated on birds and ani- 
mals, in verfe: Ferenham attached him- 
felf to botany, and ftudied H ppocrates, 
Dacfcorides, and Galen, with great care, 


* 
~ 


Medicine, likewife, began to be cultivated 
about the fame time. Alured Englifhy, 
was author of a performance on the mor 
tion of the heart, and is otherwife cele< 
brated by the incomparable Roger Bacon, 
as a happy tranflator from the learned Jan- 
guages. John A®gidus, or Giles, be- 
came famous for his {kill in phyfic, was 
profeffor of that art at Paris, and com- 
pofed Obfe vations. de re Medica, and de 
Prognofticis. Richard Englith obtained a 
confiderable reputation, both im his own 
day and afterwards, by his ‘Treatifes de 
Signis Prognotticis, and de Urinis ; by his 
Anatomy, m which he copied Galen ; and 
by his Corre&torium Alchymiee. ‘With 
regard to philofophy in general, Athelard, 
a follower of Ariftotle, wrote de Naturis 
Rerum, and tranflated from the Arabic, 
a book intitled, Erith Elchdretmi, and 
Euclid’s Geometry. Grofteft, whom we 
fhall hereafter have occafion more parti- 
cularly to enlarge upon, feemed to make 
all nature the fubjeét of his enquiries : 
and fuch was the defire of Daniel More 
ley for improvement in knowledge, that 
he went to Toledo, to acquaint himflf 
with the Arabian mathematics. Roger 
of Hereford drew up a theory of the 
planets ; and Ofburn of Canterbury, and 
Walter of Evefham, were the Authors of 
differtations upon mufic, The werks of 
thefe feveral perfons were, no doubt, ex- 
tremely defeétive with refpeét to truth, 
method, and ftyle; but yet they evince, 
that a more ardent zeal for fcience began 
to prevail among the clergy, than had been 
experienced for many centuries. It is 
much to be Jamented that this. zeal was 
not diseéted by more found principles of 
wildom, tafte and judgment. 

Nor did the feverer ftudies alone engage 
the attention of this ava. Farther etforts, 
and comparatively not inconfiderable ones, 
were made towards an advancement in 
the politer arts of poetry and rhetoric. 
Thele etfdrts did not take place in our 
own language, but in the Latin tongue; 
a circunftance conformable to what hap- 
pened at the real revival of learning, a 
little before the Reformation. The re- 
gard which was now paid to the Mufs, 
had a very diffrent original from what 
had been the cafe with relation to philo- 
fophy, and feems to have fprung from 
the Crufades. ‘Fhe Crufades had given 
rife to bold, adventurous, and’ heroic ex- 
ploits, which had a natural tendency to 
inflame the imaginations of men. The 
enterprifes againft the Mahommedans were, 
likewile, in a religtous view, efteemed the 
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moft honourable and meritorious of all 
undertakings. It is no wonder, therefore, 
that perfons of genius and leifure fhould 
be animated with the ambition of tranf- 
mitting them: with renown to pofterity. 
Accordingly, in Italy, they were the fub- 
jects of the nobleft perfornrances which 
that country has produced: and though 
our own nation was not equally happy in 
the compofitions it brought forth, yet its 
voice was not filent in the praifés of thofe 
who had fought againft the Infidels. 
Thus Richard, a Canon of the Auittins, 
celebrated the expédition of Richard Coeur 
de Lion to the Holy Land: William de 
Canno engaged in the fame caufe: but the 
beft poet of his age was Jofeph Ifcan, who 
wrote two peems, one entitled de Bello 
Trojano, foundéd on Dares Phrygius ; 
and another called Antiocheis; relating 
to the war wherein the Prince juft men- 
tioned fo greatly fignalized his valour. 
From the fpecimens we have feen of If- 
can’s works, it appears that his verfifica- 
tion was vaftly fuperior, in purity, ele- 
gance, and harmony, to that of the gene- 
rality of his contemporaries ; and that he 
was aman of real abilities, who would 
have fhone with diftinguifhed luftiein move 
enlightened and polifhed times. He was, 
indeed, the miracle of his age in claffical 
compofition. 

The crufades were not the only things 
which excited the attention of the Mufes. 
John of Salifbury, Witham of Ramfey, 
Richard Pluto, Mauritius Fordanus, and 
Archbifhop Langton, dedicated their ta- 
lents to feveral other fubjects. Henry. of 
Huntingdon, though chiefly known as an 
hiftorian, dittinguifhed himfelf as a Latin 
poet. William of Malmfbury had a ge- 
nius for poetry, as well as for hiftory ; 
and Geoffrey of Monmouth, however cen- 
furable on account of his fabulous narva- 
tions, is intitled to applaufe as a polite 
tcholar. His Latin ftyle rifes far above 
mediocrity, and his poem on Merlin is 
much commended by Leland. Walter 
Mapes, Archdeacon of Oxford, was the 
Anacrean of the age. His vein was feitive 
and fatwical; and his wit was frequently 
levelled againft the corruptions of the 
clergy. Alexander Neckham. to the cha- 
racter of a Divine Philofopher, and mora- 
hift, added that of a Gramarian, a Ph:lolo- 
gitt, anda Poet. 

Befides the performances in verfe, there 
were fome attempts in prof: towards an 
improvement in polite literature. Laurence 
of Durham we have fpoken of before. 
Gualte:us de Vinofalvo was an em:nent 


Rhetorician in his time, and wrote on the 
art of fpeaking. John Batinge deferves to 


‘ be recorded with peculiar honour. So 


great was his defire to perfect himfelf in 
the Greek language, then fcarcely known 
im the weftern parts of Europe, that he 
travelled to Athens for that purpof. 
Having accomplithed his fcheme, he re- 
turned back to England, full of an ar- 
dent zeal to promore the fame kind of 
learnmg among his countrymen which he 
had himéfelf acquired with fo much labour. 
With this view, he tranflated into Latin 
@ grammar, which was entitled by him, 
the Denatus of the Greeks. Im other re- 
fpeéts, hikewife, he was a mighty encou- 
rager of the Greek tongue. He brought 
over with him fome curious manufcripts 
in that language; and is faid to have been 
the firft perfon who introduced its numeral 
figures into this kingdom. 

But though it is evident that there was, 
in this epocha, a difpofition to the ftudy of 
Philofophy, Philology, and Poetry, yet 
the generality of the clergy maintained their 
ufual charaéter, and confined their atten- 
tion’ to the wretched divinity which was 
then in vogue. Some of them, however, 
as was the cafe in former times, turned 
their thoughts to hiftory. The old Saxon 
Chronicle, which was finifhed in the reign 
of Henry the fecond, is one of the noblett 
monuments of that age. It reaches from 
the birth of our Saviour to: the death of 
Stephen, 1154. It was compofed at dif- 


ferent periods, as is manifeft from the ~ 


title, and follows Bede and Afferius in 
feveral refpeéts; but the account of the 
wars between the Anglo-Saxons and Bri- 
tons is borrowed from no author, 

As to the other hiftorical writers of the 
day, Simeon of Durham had not any 
contiderable merit in that capacity. Henry 
of Huntingdon is a confufed author, and 
is charged with taking abundance of falfities 
from Geoffrey of Monmouth. William 
of Newbury, who is chiefly applauded. on 
account of his language, is in the oppodite 
extreme, and puriues Geoffrey of Mon- 
mouth with fuch unrelenting feverity, that 
it is believed he muft have been hired for 
that purpofe. Roger de Hoveden is faid 
by fome, to have improved on Simeon of 
Durham; and by others, to be only a 
wretched plagiary, who ftole from him, 
without acknowledging the obligation. 
Gervafe of Canterbury, Ralph de Diceto, 
and Peter Henham, have little to di(tin- 
guifh them. Walter of Coventry writes 
with clearnefs and fidelity. But the per- 
fon ,who ftands inthe principal rank is 
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Matthew Paris, a Monk of St. Alban’s. 
His Hiftor'a Major contains the annals at 
Jarge of eight of our Kings, from the 
Conqueror to Henry the Third. The 
whole performance fhews candour and ex- 
aétnefs, and is very. valuable for the par- 
ticular relation it gives of the oppofition 
made by feveral of our Princes to the ufur- 
pations of the Roman fee. Matthew Paris 
drew up, likewife, an abftraé of his greater 
hiftory, called Hiftoria Minor, which has 
in it a number of circumftances omitted 
in the former work. His Latin ftyle is 
far fuperior to that of moft of his contem- 
poraries ; and, indeed, cannot be read at 
pref.nt without a confidrable degree of ad- 
miration. We muft not forget in this 
place Barry, or Giraldus Cambrenfis, who 
wrote an account of Wales, and compofed 
a topography of Ireland, that has been 
much celebrated, and much decried. In 
gensral, he is a vain author, full of idle 
éonceits, and extremely credulous. His 
Jaft treatife, however, has had the honour 
of being exprefsly written again{t by fome 
men of letters ; and, if read with care and 
judgment, is not entirely without its ufe. 
Giraldus Cambrenfis fultained the various 
¢haragters of an Hiftorian, an Ant:quary, 
a Topographer, a Divine, a Philofopher, 
and a Poet; and his works are not alto- 
gether deftituie of elegance. 

We now come to fome farther divines 
of this period : but were we to enlarge upon 
all who obtained a diftinguifhed reputation 
in their own times, we fhould {well the 
article to a great length. Baldwin, Lang- 
ton, Robert the Scribe, a commentator 
upon {cripture, Ralph the Dominican, 
Fizakre, and Robert Bacon, are recorded 
with high encomiums by Leland, and 
many writers. William Shirwood and 
Edmunde Riche, befides their perfonal 
learn'ng, were eminent benefaétors to the 
Un'verlity of Oxford, and zealous pro- 
moters of literature in that famous femi- 
nary. Sewald of York oppefed the church 
of Rome; and Alexander Cemetarius, 
who had been Profeffor of Theology at 
Paris, ventured to preach that the Popes 
had no right to deprive Kings of their 
Crown: tor which doétrine he was fo 
fev:rely perfecuted, as to be reduced to 
the neceflity of begging his bread. John 
of Salifoury is univerfally applauded, as 
one of the moft illuftrious o:naments of 
his day for every branch of knowledge that 
was then cultivated. His Policraticn is 
a very pleafant mifcellany; full of learn- 
ing, and man feltng a judgment of men 
and things far jupevior to what might have 


been’ expeSted from the age in which he 
lived. His familiar acquaintance with the 
claflics is difplayed in the happy facility 
of his language, and in his numerous quo- 
tations from the pureft Roman ‘authors. 
Indeed, his ftyle is remarkable for its ele- 
gance and its energy. John Hanville a 
Monk of St. Alban’s, who ftudied Rhe- 
toric at Paris, was diftinguifhed for his 
tafte even among the numerous and _ polite 
fcholars of that flourifhing feminary. His 
Architrenius, a long Latin Poem m nme 
books, is a learned, ingenious, and enter- 
taining performance. Other names ‘might 
be added. to thefe, and, perhaps, we fhall 
have occafion-to mention fome of them, 
when we give an account of the rife and 
progrefs of the {chool divinity. 

But the perfon who has reflected the 
brighteft glory upon this era, is Groftett, 
Bithop of Lincoln, whofe charaSter and 
accomplifhments will be found worthy of 
admiration, in whatever view we confider 
them. As to his private life, he was a 
man of extraordinary piety and virtue, and 
always fhewed uncommon faithfulnefs and 
aétivity in difcharging the duties of his 
epifcopal funétion. His fentiments in re+ 
ligion were much more juit and enlarged 
than was ufual at that age; and he with- 
ftood feveral of the ufurpations and cor- 
ruptions of the Roman {ee with unfhaken 
fteadinefs and fortitude. “Fhe methods he 
took, in this refpeét, rendered him fo ob- 
noxious at the Papal Court, that he was 
excommunicated by the Pontiff: but, not- 
withftanding his excommunication, he per- 
fevered in his integrity, and treated the 
ccnfures caft upon him with a noble con- 
tempt. Nay, fuch was the reputation and 
authority he had gained by his exemplary 
goodnels and excellent talents, that he con- 
tinued in the undifturbed enjoyment of his 
Bithoprick, performed all the offices of it ta 
the laft, and, a little before his death, madea 
folemn proteit to his clergy, againft the claims 
and innovations of the ehurch of Rome. 

With regard to learning, he was ex- 
ceeded by none of his contemporaries, and 
fcarcely equalled by any of them. His 
writings were many and various, extending 
to Theology, Ethics, Natural Philofophy, 
Geometry, Afironomy, grammatical en- 
quires, and, indeed, to every objeét which 
then began to be ftudied. He was, in par- 
ticular, an uncommon proficientin the Greek 
tongue, and tran{lated from it a book, in- 
titled, the Teltament of the twelve Patri- 
archs. Such tvo was his fkill in the French 
language, as to compofe in it a werk, called 
Le Chafteau d’Amours, 
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Nor was he only learned himfelf, but 
tke moit zealous patron and engourager of 
Literature that we meet with for a num- 
ber of centuries. Moft of the eminent 

rfons we have fpoken of were fup- 

orted by his liberality, or preferred by 
Fis intereft. This, likewife, was the cafe 
with Nicholas of St. Albans, ftyled Grae- 
cus, Adam Marifcus, and others whom 
ye have not fpecified. In fhort, what 
there was of true knowledge and folid 
{cience, was almoft wholly confined with- 
in the circle of Grofteft and his friends. 

The circumftance that crowns his glory 


is, that in his old age he cherifhed, by 


his favour’ and inftructions, the ‘rifng 


genius of the incomparable Roger Bacon ; 
whofe life, difcoveries, and literary cha- 
racter, will agreeably fill.up the remainder 
of the prefent article. ‘There is fomething 
fo extraordinary and amazing in the clia- 
raéter of Roger Bacon, that we imagine 
our readers. will not only excufe, but be 
pleafed with us, for fetting before them 
a fhort view of his life, as well as his lite- 
rary accomplifhments. . 
{ To be concluded in our next. } 


The Or1G1n and Properties of the Cap of Lizerry. 


HE ancient Romans generally went 
with their heads bare, or in rain 
or cold weather covered them with the 
corners of their toga, or robe. Cafar, 
their firft Emperor, having a bald head, 
covered it with laurels, as did the late 
Marquis of Granby, from the fame caufe. 
Indeed the ancients, when either old or 
infirm, indulged themfelves with wearing 
a cap. As age was then honourable, fo 
caps became marks of honour; as none 
could be then deemed honourable who were 
not free, the cap, by degrees, became the 
badge of freedom; and when a flave was 
made a free man, he had a cap given to 
him, which he was permitted to wear in 
ublic. 
The Pileus, or Cap of Liberty, is quite 
imple in its form, common in its texture, 
and of a whitifh colour. It is in the form 


of a fugar loaf, broad at the bottom, end- 
ing like a cone. This prefigures that 
freedom ftands on the broad ‘batis of hu- 
manity ; and it runs up toa pyramid, the 
emblem of eternity, to fhew it ought to 
laft for ever. ‘It is fimple, {for liberty is, 
in itfelf, the molt fhining ornament of 
man. It hath no gilded trappings, which 
too often mark the livery of defpotifm. 
It is made of wool, to fignify that Liberty 
is the birth-right of the fhepherd as well as 
of the fenator ; and that although thepherds 
may lawfully fheer the fheep they proteSt, 
they ought not to fkin them, that being the 
employment of the butcher. Laftly, the 
Cap of Liberty is whitith, the native colour 
of the wool undyed. This demonftrates 
that it fhould be natural without deceiving 
glofs, unfpotted by fa&tion, and unftained 
by tyranny. 


Firf Ue of Maunocany ia Encranp. 


Ocror Gibbons, an eminent phy- 

fician in the latter end of the lait, 
and beginning of the prefent century, had 
a brother, a Weft-India Captain, who 
brought over fome planks of this wood as 
ballait. As the Doétor was then build- 
ing him a houfe in King-ttreet, Covent- 
garden, his brother thought they might be 
of fervice to him. But the carpenters 
finding the wood too hard for their tools, 
they were laid afide for a time as ufelefs. 
Soon after, Mrs. Gibbons wanting a can- 
dle-box, the. Doétor called on his cabinet- 
maker (Woollaiton, in Long-Acre) to 
make him one of fome wood that lay in 
bis garden. Woollatton “alfo complained 
that it was too hard. The Doétor faid, 


he muft get flronger tools. The candle- 
box was made and approved ; infomuch, 
that the Doétor then infifted on having a 
bureau made of the fame wood, which was 
accordingly done, and the fine colour, 
polith, &c. were fo pleafing, that he in- 
vited all his friends to come and fee it; 
among them the Duchefs of Buckingham. 
Her Grace begged fome of the fame wood 
of Dr. Gibbons, and employed Woollafton 
tomake her a bureau alfo; on which the’ 
fame of mahogany, and of Mr. Woollafton, 
were much raifed, and the wood became 
into general ufe. It is remarkable, that the 
word mahogany is to be found in no Eng- 
lith Dictionary whatever. 
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tn Account of fome late fiery METEORS; with OpsERVATIONS. 
In a Letter from Cuarres BLAGDEN, M.D. Phyfcian to the 
Army, Se. R. S. to Sir Joseru Banks, Bart: P. R.S. Continued 


from Page 249 of our laft. 


Tue fire-ball which appeared on the 4th 
of O&ober 1783, at 43° pat fix in the 
evening, was much fmaller than that al- 
ready defcribed, and of much fhorter du- 
ration. It was firtt perceived to the north- 
ward as aftream of fire, like the common 
thooting ftars, but large; and having pro- 
ceeded fome way under this form, it fud- 
denly burft out into that intently bright 
bluith light which is pecular to fuch 
Meteors. At_this pericd I {aw ity and 
¢an compare the colour to nothing I am 
acquainted with fo well, as to the blue 
fights of India, and fome of the largett 
electrical fparks. The illumination was 
very great ; and on that part of its courfe 
where it had heen fo bright, a dutky red 
ftreak or train was left, which remained 
vifible perhaps a minute even with a can- 
die in the room, and was thought by 
fome gradually to change its form, Ex- 
cept this tran, I think the Meteor had 
no tail, but was nearly a round body, 
éx perhaps a little elliptical. After mov- 
ing not lefs than 10° in this bright ftate, 
it became fuddenly extin@, withort any 
appearance of burfting or explofion. 

This Meteor was feen for fo fhort a 
way, that it is fearcely peffible to deter- 
mine the dire&tion cf its courfe with accu- 
racy ; but as in proceeding to the eaft- 
ward it very perceptibly inclined to- 
wards the horizon, it certainly moved 
fomewheie from the north-weltward to the 
fouith-eaftward. .° Its' duration was fo fhort, 
that many perfons thought it pafled in an 
oppotite direction ; Yor my own part, I 
tound myfelf abfolutely unable to deter- 
mine whether thé motion was from or to- 
ward the S. E. Some {peétators were of 
opinion, that it changed its courfe the 
moment it became bright, proceeding no 
longer in the fame’ ftraight Ine; but my 
information is not fufficient to deterinipe 
this queftion. 

My fituaticn, Sir, was particularly for- 
tunate for afcertaining the height of this 
Meteor, as I faw it from your Library, 
ranging immediately over the oppofite roof 
ef your houfe. Hence I find by a qua- 
drant that its altitude, even when it be- 
came extinét, could not be lefs than 32°. 
The upper northernmott ead of the train 
it left bore, as I judge by the compafs, 


about 28° northward of true E. and the 
Jower end about 14°. F have only one 
obfervation to compare with this, which 
was made by Mr. Boys’ of Sandwich. 
He concludes, from the train I imagine, 
that ¢ it difappeared juft under, anda very 
little to the weftward’ (rather northward) 
‘ of, the ftar y in the foot of Cepheus.’ 
At that time 7 Cephei was about ¢7° high, 
and bore above 21° to the eaftward of N. 
whence the height of the Meteor above 
the furface of the caith, after all proper 
allowances ave made, mutt have been be- 
tween go and 50 miles. 

As there was no appearance of burfting 
at the extinétion cf this fire-bali, fo no 
report was heard afier it; nor did any 
found attend it. 

Some obfervers thought this Me’eor alfo 
near as big as the moon, but to me it did 
not appear above one quarter of her dia- 
meter, which would make its breadth 
fomewhat above a furlong. 

If the whole of the Meteor’s track be 
included, it fecms to have latted as much 
as three feconds, but in the bright itate 
its duration was lefs than two, I think not 
mach above one. Suppohng it defcribed 
an arc of 14° in 1 fecond, or, according 
to Mr. Aubert’s oblervation, of 25° in 3, 
its real velocity was about 12 miles a 
fecond. 

Such Meteors as the, which pals like 
a flafh of lightning, and defcribe fo fhort 
a courfe, are very unfavourable for calcu- 
Jating the velocity, but afford great ad- 
vantages for determining the height, ‘as 
they muft be feen nearly at the fame mo- 
ment and in the fame place by the different 
obfervers. Other inftances are found of 
fire-batls beginning with a dull red light 
like a falling itar, particularly the grest 
one of March 19, 1719,° treated of fo 
fully by Dr. Halley and Mr. Whifton. 

It is remarkable, that a fimilar Meteor 
had appeared the fame day, thatis, Satur- 
day the qth of OMober, about three in 
the morning, though, on account of the 
carly hour, 1t was ften by fewer fpetta- 
tors. They reprefent it as rifling from the 
northward to a final altitude, and then 
becoming ftationary with a vibratory moe 
tion, and an illumination like day-light; 
it vanished in a few moments, leaving 4 
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the opinion are fo fenfible, that they fap- 


train behind. This fort of tremulous ap- 

rance has been noticed in other Meteors, 
as well as their continuing {tationary for 
fome time, either before they began to fhoot 
forward, or after their courfe was ended. 

I find it, Sir, impoffible to quit this 
fubject, without fome refleftions about the 
caufe, that can be capable of producing 
fuch appearances at an elevation above the 
earth, where, if the atmofphere cannot ab- 
folutely be faid to have ceafed, it is cer- 
tainly to be confidered as next to nothing. 
The firtt idea which fuggefted itfelf, that 
they were burning bodies projefted with 
fuch a velocity, was quickly abandoned, 
from the want of any known power to 
yaife them up to that great height, or, if 
there, to give them the required impetus; 
and the ingenuity of Dr. Halley foon fur- 
nifhed him with another hypothefis, im 
which he thought both thefe difficulties 
obviated. He tuppofes there is no pro- 
jection of a fingle body in the cafe ; but 
that a train of combuftible vapours, accu- 
mulated in thof lofty regions, is fud- 
denly fet on fire, whence all the phzno- 
mena are produced by the fucceflive in- 
flammation. But Dr. Halley gives no juft 
explanation of the nature of thefe vapours, 
nor of the manner in which they can be 
saifed up through air fo extremely rare ; 
nor, fuppofing them fo raifed, does he ac- 
count for their regular arrangement in a 
ftraight and equable line of fuch prodi- 
gious extent, or for their continuing to 
burn in fuch highly rarefied air. Indeed, 
it is very difficult to conceive, how va- 
pours could be prevented, in thofe re- 
gions where there is in a manner no pref- 
jure, from {preading out on all fides in 
confequence of their natural elafticity, and 
inftantly lofing that degree of denfity which 
feems neceffary for inflammation. Be- 
fides, it is to be expeéted, that fuch trains 
would fometimes take fire in the middle, 
and fo prefent the phenomenon of two 
Meteors at the fame time, receding from 
one another in a direét ine. 

Thefe difficulties have induced other 
philofophers to relinquifh Dr. Hailley’s 
hypothefis, and propole, inftead of it, one 
of a very oppofite nature, that Meteors 
are permanent folid bodies, not raifed up 
from the earth, but revolving round it in 
very eccentric orbits ; or, in other words, 
that they are terreftrial Comets. The ob- 
jeCtions to this opinion, however, feem to 
me equally great. Moft obfervers defcribe 
the Meteors, not as looking like folid 
bodies, but rather like a fine luminous 
matter, perpetually changing its fhape and 
appearance, Of this many defenders of 


pofe the revolving body gets a coat or at- 
mofphere of eletricity, by means of which 
it becomes luminous; but, I think, who- 
ever carefully perwfes the various accounts 
of fire-balls, and efpecially ours of the 
18th of Avguft when it divided, will per- 
ceive that their phzenomena do not corre~ 
fpend with the idea of a folid nucleus 
enveloped in a fubtile fluid, any more 
than with the conjeCture of another learned 
gentleman, that they becom: luminous by 
means of a contained fluid, avhich octa- 
fionally explodes through the thick folid 
outer fhell, 

A ftrong obje&tion to this hypothefis 
of permanent revolving bodies, is derived 
from the great number of them there muft 
be to anfwer all the appearances. uch 
a regular gradation is obferved, from thafe 
Jarge Meteors which flrtke all bzholders 
with aftonifhment, and occur but rately, 
down to the minute fires called fhooting 
ftars, which are feen without being re- 
garded in great numbers every clear night, 
that it feems impoflible to draw any line 
of diftinétion between them, or deny that 
they are all of the fame nature. But fuch 
a crowd of revolving bodies could fcarcely 
fail to announce their exiftence by fome 
other means than merely a luminous train 
in the night; as, for inftance, by meet- 
ing or juftling fometimes near the earth, 
or by falling to the earth in confequence 
of various accidents; at leaft we might 
expect they would be feen in the day- 
time, either with the naked eye of telefcopes, 
by fome of the numerous obfervers who 
are conftantly examining the heavens. 
With regard to thefe falling ftars, it were 
much to be wifhed, that oblervations fhould 
be made upon. them by different perfons 
in concert at diftant ftations, for the pur- 
pole of afcertaining their height and velo- 
city; which would tend very much to 
illuftrate all this part of meteorology. 

Another argument of great weight againft 
the hypothefis that fire-balls are terreftriat 
Comets, is taken from their great velocity. 
A body falling from infinite {pace to- 
ward the earth, would have acquired 2 
velocity of no more than 7 miles a fecond, 
when it came within 50 miles of the earth’s 
furface; whereas thefe Meteors feem to 
move at leait three times fafter. And 
this objection, if there be no miftake in 
regard to the velccity of the Meteors, as 
I think there is not, abfolutely overfets 
the whole hypothefis. ; 

What then cin thefe Meteors be? The 
enly agent in nature with which we are 
acquainted, that feems capable of pro. 

duciay 
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ducing fuch phenomena, is eleStricity. I 
do not mean that by what is already Known 
of that fluid, all the difficulties relative to 
Meteors can be folved, as the laws, by 
which its motions on a large fcale are re- 
gulated in thofe regions fo nearly empty 
of air, can {carcely,.I imagine, be in- 
veftigated in our fimall experiments with 
exhaufted veflels *; but only that feveral 
of the faéts point out a near connection 
and analogy with eledtricity,, and that 
none of them are irreconcilable to the dif- 
covered laws of that fluid. 

1. Eleétricity moves with fuch a pro- 
digious velocity, as to elude all the at- 
tempts hitherto made by philofophers to 
detest it; but the fwiftnels of Meteors, 
itating it at 20 miles a fecond, is {uch as 
no experiments yet contrived could have 
difcovered, and which feems to belong to 
eletricity alone. This is, perhaps, the 
only cafe in which the courfe or direétion 
of that fluid is rendered perceptible to our 
fenfes, in confequence of the large {cale on 
which thelé fire-ball» move. 

2. Varigus eleGtrical phenomena have 
been feen attending Meteors. Lambent 
flames are deferibed as fettling upon men, 
thoriés, and other objects; and {parks 
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coming from them, or the whole Meteor 
itfelf, it is -faid, have dama: thipss 
houfes, &c. in the manner of lightning. 
Thefe faéts, I muft own, are but obfcurely 
related, yet ftill they do not feem to be 
deftitute of foundation. If there be really 
any hiffing noife heard while Meteors are 
palling, it feems explicable on no other 
fuppofition than that. of ttreams of ele&trie 
matter ifluing from them, and reaching 
the earth with a velocity equal to that of 
the Meteor, namely, in two or three fe- 
conds. Accordingly, in one of our late 
Meteors, the hiffing was compared to that of 
electricity ifluing from a conduétor. + The 
fparks flying off fo perpetually from the 
body of the fire-balls, may poffibly have 
fome conneétion with thefe ftreams. . In 
the fame manner the found of explofions 
may perhaps be brought to us quicker, 
than if it were propagated through the 
whole diftance by air alone. Should thefe 
ideas be well founded, the change of di- 
rection which Meteors feem at times to 
undergo, may poflibly be influenced by 
the itate of the furface of the earth over 
which they are pafling, and to which the 
ftreams. are {uppofed to reach. A fimilar 
caufé may occafion the apparent explofion, 


* How nearly the phanomena of Meteors have been reprefented by artificial electri- 


city is known from a very xemarkable experiment of Mr. Arden’s. 


vol. V, p. 379. 


See Prieftley, 


+ This.and many other curious circumftances, relative to Meteors, are fo well ex- 


emplified. in the following obfervation, made feveral years ago by Mr. Robinfon at 
Hinckley in Leicefterfhive, that I think it worth tranfcribing here, efpecially as it 
occurs in a work which few people would think of confulting on fuch a fubje&. 
* October 26, 1766, at half paft five in the evening, after a violent ttorm of wind 
and rain, I obferved a fiery Meteor. Its diretion was from N. W. to S. E. nearly 
in a horizontal direction ; it pafled very near to me, and was of an elliptical form ;_ its 
motion about 40° in 2” oy 3” of time. It was very bright and lucid to appearance like 
the paleft lightning, and emitted {parks continually, which formed a kind of tail to- 
ward the N. W. which feemed to be extinguifhed at the diftance of 2° or 3° from 
the body 5; there was a {mall portion that parted from it. The cohefion of matter was 
fo great, that it drew a thread of confiderable length from the body, before it broke 
from it. During the poflage there was a kind of bifing noife, much like to what we 
hear from the electrical machine when the. electric master is running away, or as 
ewhen it is efcaping from a full charged jar. Bibliotheca ‘Topographica Britannicay 
No, VII. p. 81. 

t Extract of a letter from the Abbé Mann, Director of the Academy at Bruffels, 
to Sir Jofeph Banks, Bart, P.R S. ‘J thall only mention one fingular circumftance, 
which was communicaicd to me by a particular friend of mine. It happened at 
Mariekercke, a finail village on the coatt, about half a league to the W. of Oftend. 
The curate of the village was fitung wm the dufk of the evening with a friend, when a 
fudden light furprited them, and immediately after a finall ball of light-coloured flame 
«me through a broken pane of glals, crofled the room where they were fitting, and 
fixed it&lf on the chink of a door oppofite to the window where it entered, and there 
died gradually away. It appeared to be a kind of phofphoric light, carried along 
by the current of air. The curate and his friend, greatly furprifed at what they faw, 
apprehended fire in the neighbourhood ; hut going out, found that the fire, which had 
come in through the window, had been detached from a large Metecr in its paffage.” 

@ 
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the ing of more channels giving new 
‘ek aa to the ric fluid. 
May not the deviation and explofion which 
a to have taken place in the fire- 
bal of the 18th of Augutt over Lincoln- 
fhire, have been determi by its ap- 
proach toward the fens, an atwadtion 
produced by that large body of moifture ? 
3. A further argument for the elegtric 
origin of Meteors 1s deduced from their 
connection with the northern lights, and 
the refemblance they bear to thefe eleétrical 
nomena, as they are now almof} uni- 
verfally allowed to be, in feveral parti- 
culars. Initances are recorded, where 


northern lights have been feen to join arid 


form luminous balls, darting about with 
reat velocity, and even leaving a train 
hind like the common fire-balls. This 
train I take to be nothing but the rare air 


left in fuch a highly electrified ftate as to he 
luminous; and fome ftreams of the northern 
lights are very much like it. The aurora 
borealis appears to occupy as high, if not 
a higher, region above the Glace of the 
earth, as may be judged from the very 
diftant countries to which it has been vili- 
ble at the fame time* ; indeed the great 
accumulation of eleétric matter feems to 
lie beyond the verge of our atmofphere, as 
eftimated by the ceff.tion of twilight. Alfo 
with the northern lights a hiffing noife is 
faid to be heard in fome very cold cli+ 
mates j Gmelin fpeaks of it in the molt 
pointed terms, as frequent and very loud 
in the north-eaftern parts of Siberia; + and 
other travellers have related fimilar facts. f 
But, in my opinion, the moit remark- 
able analogy of all, and that which tends 
moit to elucidate the origin of thefe Me- 





* Bergman, upon a mean of 30 computations, makes the average height of the 
northern lights to be about 460 miles. ; : Sie on 

+ * Thefe northern lights begin with fingle bright pillars, rifing jn the N. and almot 
at the fame time in the N.E. which gradually incieafing comprehend a large {pate of 
the heavens, ruth about from place to place with incrediblé velocity, and finally 
almok cover the whole fky up to the zenith. The ftreams are then feen meeting toge- 
ther in the zenith, and produce an appearance as if a vaft ten: was exponded in the 
heavens, glittering with gold, rubies, and fapphire. A more beautiful {pectacle cannot 
be painted ; but whoever fhould fee fuch a northern light for the firft time, could not 
behold it without terror. For however fine the illumination may be, it is attended, a@ 
I have learned from the relation of many perfons, with fuch a hiffing, ciacking, and 
rufhing noife throughout the air, as if the largett fire-works were playing off. To 
defcribe what they then hear, they make ule of the expreflion, Spolocht chodjar, that is, 
the raging hoft is paffing. The hunters who purfue the white and blue Foxes in the 
confines of the Icy Sea, are often overtaken in their courfe by thefe northern lights. 


Their dogs are then fo much frightened, that they will not move, but lie obftinate'y 


on the ground till the noife has paffed. Commonly clear and calm weather follows 


this kind of northern lights. I have heard this account, not from one perfon only, but 
sonfirmed by the uniform teftimony of many, who have {pent part of feveral years in 
thefe very northern regions, and inhabited different countries from the Yenifei to the 
Lena; fo that no doubt of its truth can remain. ‘This feems indeed to be the real 
birth-place of the aurora borealis.’ Reife durch Siberien, Vol. IIT, p. 135. 

It ts here to be obferved, that Gmelin did not colleé&t the account him(elf, but ex- 
tracted it from letters or papers of ML, de I'Ifle de la Croyere’s, who was himilelf far to 
the northward of Yakut, without hearing thele noifes ; probably, therefore, it js much 
pee, though one can {careely fuppofe the whole to be fabulous. 

ft There is now working with Mr. Natrne, F.R.S. a perfon of the name of Ar- 
nold, who refided feven ‘years at Hudfon’s Bay, the laft three at Fort Henley. He 
confirms M. Gntelin’s account of the fine appearance and brilliant colours of the 
northern lights, and particularly of their rufhing noife, which he affirms he has very 
frequently heard, and compares-it to the found produced by whirling round a ftick 
fwittly at the end of a-ftring. He adds, that on converfing about this matter with a 
Swedifh watch-maker; of the name of Lind, that perfon affured him, that he had 
heard a fimilar noife in his own country. Mr. Nairne too, one time, at Northamp- 
ton, when the northern lights were remarkably bright, is confident he perceived a 
hifing or whizzing found. : ‘ ; 

This hiffing or rafhing noife, as well as that attending Meteors in their paffage, 
fuppofing it in both cafes to be real, I would attribute to fmall ftreams of eleétric 
matter, running off to the earth from the great maffes or accumulations of elegtricity, 


by which I iuppof both Meteors and the northern lights to be produced. 
Pp teors, 
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teors, is the dire&tion of their courfe, 
which feems, in the very large ones at 
leaft, to be conftantly from or -toward the 
north or north weit quarter of the hea- 
vens, and indeed to approach very nearly 
to the prefent magnetical meridian. This 
’ is particularly obfervable in thofe Meteors 
of late years whofe tracks have been af- 
certained with moft exaétnefs ; as that of 
November 26, 1758, defcribed by Sir 
John Pringle; that of July 17, 1773, 
treated of by M. Le Roy; and this of 
the 18th of laft Auguit. The largeft 
proportion of the other accounts of Meteors 
confirm the fame obfervation, even thofe 
of a more early period; nay, I think, fome 
traces of it are perceivable in the writings 
of the ancients. "Whether their motion 
fia]! be from the northern quarter of the 
heavens or toward it, feems nearly indif- 
ferent, as the numbers of thofe going each 
way are not very unequal; I confider 
them, in the former cafe, as mafles of the 
eleStric fluid repelled, or burfting from 
the great colleSied body of it in the north ; 
and, in the latter cafe, as maffes attraéted 
toward that accumulation; a diltinétion, 
probably, much the fame in effect, as 
that of pofiiive and negative eleétrictty near 
the furface of the earth. 

This tendency toward the magnetic 
meridian, however, feems to hold good 
only with regard to the largeft fort of 
fire-balls; the fmaller ones move more 
irregularly, perhaps becaufe they come 
fyrther within the verge of our atmo- 
iphere, and are thereby more expofed to 
the action of extraneous caufes. - Thiat 


THE UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE 


the fmaller fort of Meteors, fuch as fhost. 
ing ftars, ate really lower down in the at- 
mofphere, is rendered very probable by 
their f{wifter apparent motion ; perhaps it 
is this very circumftanee which occafions 
them to be fnvaller, the ele&tric fluid be- 
ing more divided in more refifting air. 
But as thofe mafles of eleétricity, which 
move where there is fcarcely any refiftance, 
fo generally affe&t the direétion of the mag- 
netic meridian, the ideas which have been en- 
tertained of fome analogy between thefe two 
obfcure powers of nature, feem-not altoge- 
ther without foundation. * 

If the foregoing conje&tures be juft, 
diftin& regions are allotted to the electri- 
cal phenomena of our atmofphere. . Here 
below we have thunder and- lightning, 
from the unequal diftribution of the eleétric 
fluid among the clouds; in the loftier re- 
gions, whither the clouds never reach, we 
have the various gradations of falling 
ftars ; till beyond the limits of our cre- 
pufcular atmofphere the fluid is put into 
motion in fufficient mafles to hold a deter- 
mined courfe, and exhibit the different ap- 
pearances of what we call fire-balls; and 
probably at a ftill greater elevation above 
the earth, the ele&tricity accumulates in a 
lighter lefs condenied form, to produce the 
wonderfully diverfified ftreams and coruf- 
cations of the aurora borealis. 

I have the honour to be, 
With the greateft refpect, 
SIR, 
Your moft. obedient humble fervant, 


C. BLAGDEN. 


* Tt appears to me more rational to refolve this analogy into a power of ele&tricity to 


influence magnetifin, than into a fuppofed fimilarity of two fluids ; as the former can 
be made evident by our ‘artificial experiments, but there is no proof of the Jatter. 
When fire-balls, therefore, are faid to affeét the magnetic meridian, I do not mean 
that they are drawn in that direction becaufé it is the line of magnetifm, but rather 
that the magnetic poles of the earth are thrown into their prefent pofition, by the accu- 
mulation and aétion of that very eleétricity upon which the fire-balls depend. Should a 
change be produced by any caufe in the place of this accumulation, or the ftate of its 
motion, it is not improbable, that the main polarity would be given to other portions 
of the earth, whence a variation in the pointing of the compafs would neceflarily enfue. 
If Di. Franklin’s hypothefis be admitted, afcriding the electrical ftate of the polar at- 
mofphere to the cruft of ice (a bad conductor) in thofe regions, it follows, that 
fhould ice form or be colle&ted in one part more than in another, the atmofphere there 
would become more highly electrical, and, in fo far as the -magnetifn is given by 
electricity, the adjoining portion of the earth would acquire a ftronger polarity. . Now 
it is certainly worthy of remark, that fince our firft northern navigations, the coaft of 
Weft Greenland and its furrounding feas have become gradually mere and more in- 
acceflible on account of ice, and thar the magnetic needle all this time has been con- 
fiantly changing its variation to the weftward. 
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thick fog. little wet. 

fog and little wet, rain at night: fair. 
fog. 

fog. fine: fog Ubward 

foggy. few clouds but hazy. 

- cloudy night and little rain 
foggy. fog and cloudy 

fog. fine night. 

foggy. cloudy: mifling 

mifling. fair eve. 

fog. 

hazy. 

+ leis cloudy at times: little rain. 
chiefly fine but little rain and fleet 


chiefly cloudy and little rain: rain, 

rain. fair. 

fog. 

. little rain in the night and windy. 

: cloudy and little rain. 

little rain. lefs wind and much rain at night. 
little rain, fine, 


fog. 

. cloudy eve, 

. little wet. 

. little wet. windy night. 

chiefly mifling 

mifling. lefs wind and much rain: fine, 
fog. 

. clear night 

. more wind with rain; fine 

. Clear eve. 

foggy. much rain. 

continual rain. fine night. 

froft. 

. cloudy eve. gentle rain 

froft and fog. no clouds but hazy 
hazy. 

hard froft and fog. 


froft and foggy ; mifling 
. foggy night and little rain 


foggy. 

fog. cloudy nee 

foggy and mifling 

: more wind and little rains 
rain. fine: more cloudy 

. lefs cloudy at times. 

fog 

fog 

foggy. fine, 


hazy, 

. more wind and rainy night 
chiefly mifling and rain p 
chiefly mifling. lefs wind, rain 
fog 

fog. rainy night. fine morn. 
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On the Customs and Manners of the Ancient GREEKs. 


[From the Hiftery of Greece; 


HE manners of a people receive 
T their tone from a, great variety of 
circumftances ; climate; Soil; extent of 
territory; population ; reMBion ;: govern- 
ment, monarchial or republican, vigorous 
and permanent, or weak and changeable; 
fyftem of jurifprudence; adminittration of 
juftice, ready and certain, or feeble and 
irregular ; feience ; arts; commerce ; com- 
munication with ftrangers. We find ac- 
cordingly the manners of the Homeric age 
diftinguifhed, from thofe of fubfequent 
times in Greece by many_charatteriftic 
Hines ; and we may obferve throughout a 
ftrong oriental tinge, wh'ch afterward very 
much faded away. Migrations from the 
Eaft into Greece had ceafed before Homer : 
put the eaftern merchants flill ingroffed the 
Ji:tle commerce of the Grecian towns. 
Afterward, whether from a republican 
j alouly of foreigners ; whether from a re- 
publican induftry with increafed popula- 
tion ; whether from a republican frugality, 
with the natural attending difpofition to 
decry foreign luxuries; or whether the 
propenfity to puacy among the Greeks, 
with increafed nava! ftrength, deterred com- 
meice, the intercourfe between the two 
countries Jeffened greatly. The moft 
firiking features in the Homeric manners 
are that licentioufnefs, and that hofpitality, 
together with that union, at fit view fo 
ftrange to us, of the highelt dignities with 
the meaneft employments, which have pre- 
vailed in the Eait fo remarkably through all 
ages. Thele are, however, not the pe- 
culiar growth of any foil and climate. 
The two firft are the feldom failing pro- 
duce of defeétive government; and the 
other will every where be:found in an un- 
improved ftate of fociety. ‘The refemblance 
borne fill within this century by the man- 
ners of the highland Scots to thofe of the 
Orientals in thefe particulars is ftriking. 


But in Greece, though the ties ef blood. 


had fuch weight with the people among 
themfelves, yet we find nothing of clan- 
fhip, nothing of that devoted attachment 
of valfals to the family of a Chief, which 
diftinguifhed many of the Orientals, as 
well as our northern Highlanders. While 
the claims of hereditary royalty were efta- 
blithed in general opinion, fome degree of 
refpe&t would adhere to the known pofte- 
rity of a popular leader ; but fuperior per- 
fonal qualities were always neceilary to 
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maintain even the pofleffion of rank and 
wealth. 

There is a paflage in the Odyflee which 
ilultrates Sheadiotte at the fame time the 
government, the morality, and the religion 
of the age. It was propofed among the 
fuitors i Penelope to kill her fon Tele- 
machus, and divide his property. One 
only of them hefitated. ‘* To kill a per- 
fon of foyal race (he fays) is no light 
matter. Let us therefore confult the gods, 
If the laws of the great Jupiter approve 
it, myfelf will be among the firft ‘both to 
perfuade and ftrike the firoke : but, if the 
gods forbid, I advife to forbear.’ FN 

erfon thus reprefented ferioutl r 
oubt theler the fouleft 7 might 
not be committed with the approbation of 
the deity, is defcribed of high birth, re- 
fpe&table chara&ter, and fupérior under- 
ftanding. But murders were fo common, 
that, without peculiar circumftances of 
enormity, they fearcely left a ftain upon 


the charaéter of the perpetrator. Some of ~ 


the favourite perfonages of the Iliad and 
Odyfiee, as the Author of the Effay on 
the Orginal Genius of Homer has ob- 
ferved, had been guilty of this crime, and 
had fled their country in confequence : not, 
however, to efcape public juitice, but to 
avoid the revenge of the relations of the 
deceafed. Private revenge we ‘know was 
formerly almoft the only re@raint upon the 
moft atrocious crimes againit individuals in 
our own country, and {till more in the relt 
of weftern Exrope ; infomuch that, in the 
weaknefs of public juftice, private revenge 
even received the fanétion, and was put 
under the. guidance, of the law. ‘Hence it 
was, that among the early Greeks, as in 
general through the Eaft, a numerous pro- 
geny was fo particularly efteemed a great 
bleffing to parents. A numerous family, 
was always a powerful family: it could 
do jultice to itfelf; and, if unanimoutly 
fo inclined, injure others with impunity. 
But ¢ cruelty, violence, and appreffion 
(fays the Writer juft mentioned, who had 
ftudied oriental manfiers from the life), ave 
fo evidently the refult of defettive govern- 
ment, that it is unneceflary to Jook for any 
other general caufe of the fcenes of this 
fort, with which Homer abounds in com- 
mon with other ancient writers, and agree- 


ably to the prefent manners of the Eaft. - 


For when every man is in great mieafure 
judge 
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in his own caufe, vices of this clafs 
are not only more frequent, but lefs crimi- 
nal, than in a civilized ftate, where the in- 
dividual transfers his refentments to the 
community, and private injury expects re- 
drefs from public juftice. Where the Le- 
giflature does not engage for our perfonal 
fecurity, we have aright to ufe fuch means 
as are in our power to deftroy the aggreffor 
who would deftroy us. In fuch cafes, 
bodily ftrength and courage muft decide 
moft contefts ; while, on the other hand, 
craft, cunning, and furprize, are the le- 
itimate weapons of the weak againft the 
, weg We accordingly: find, that both 
the ancient and modern hiftory of the Eaft, 
is a continued fcene of bloodthed ard 
treachery.’ Thefe very juft reflections, 
may teach us to exercife our pity, and 
{pare our cenfure, on human nature in 
fuch unfortunate circumttances. 

‘ Hofpitality,’ fays the fame writer, who 
had enjoyed fuch peculiar means of infor- 
mation on the fubje&, ‘ prevails in moft 
countries, and in the different provinces of 
each country, very much in proportion to 
the idlenefs, poverty and infecurity which 
attend a defeétive police. It is fome con- 
folation, in fo wretched a flate of fociety, 
that this virtue fhould be moft cultivated 
where itis moft wanted. In Arabia the 
rights of hofpitality, fo properly called the 
point of honour of the Eatt, are the happy 
fabttitute of pofitive law; which in fome 
degrees fupplies the place of juftice; con- 
netting, by a voluntary intercourfe of good 
offices, thofe vagabond tribes, who defpife 
legiflation, deny the perfeét rights of man- 
kind, and fet the civil magiftrate at defi- 
ance. A ftrong inftance of that fympa- 
thizing principle in the focial conftruétion 
of our nature, which the wileft govern- 
ment will encourage, and which the moft 
depraved cannot fupprefs.” In confirma- 
tion of thefe judicious remarks, we find it 
eftablifhed as a principle in Homer, that 
« 1d thofe not totally void of the feelings of 
humanity, the gueft and the fuppliant 
fhould be as a near relation :’ and he gives 
them a divine right to kind treatment, al- 
ledging, that ‘ the itranger and the poor 
ate from Jove.” The liberties taken by 
fuppliant ttrangers, and the confidence re- 
pofed in them, were confonant to thefe 
principles. Ulyffes, faved alone from fhip- 
wreck on an unknown coatt, goes without 
introduétion to the palace of the King of 
the country, which is reprefented as fingu- 
jarly rich and fplendid, enters the apart- 
ments, and finding the King and Queen at 
dapper with the principal nobles, abruptly 
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addrefles his fupplication to the Queen. 
Not only kindnefs but honour is imme- 
diately fhewn to him ; he is lodged in the 
palace; and the next day the King, re- 
commending him to favour in an aflembly 
of the people, declares at the fame time 
that he knows not who he is. It feems 
indeed to have been a general point of ci- 
vility nog haftily to afk any ftranger who 
he was. ‘Telemachus and Mentor, land- 
ing in the port of Pylus, find the venera- 
ble Neftor, Prince of the country, with 
the aflembled Pylian people on the thore, in 
the midft of the ceremony of a magnificent 
public facrifice. The ftrangers are no 
fooner perceived approaching than the Py. 
lians crowd to meet them, falute them in 
terms of friendthip, and invite them to par- 
take of the feaft which always followed a 
facrifice, and which indeed feems to have 
been an eflential part of the ceremony. 
They were however not left to the civility 
of the multitude. Peififtratus, fon of 
Neftor, advancing before the reft, took 
them by the hand, and placed them at 
table by his royal father and his elder bro- 
ther. When: the meal was over, Neftor 
{poke in thefe remarkable terms: ‘ Now 
e ftrangers have fatisfied themfelves with 
eating, it will be proper to afk them who 
they are, and whence they come. Stran- 
gers, who are you, and whence come youy 
navigating the watery ways? Is it for any 
bufinefs, or do you roam at large, as pi- 
rates over the fea; thofe who wander, 
ritking their own lives, and bringing evid 
upon athers?” ‘Thucydides, than whom 
none could be better qualified to jud 
believed this to be a faithful picture of the 
manners of his anceftors; and he obferves 
upon it, that Neftor’s queftion was in the 
common way of inquiry, and not at all 
implying doubt whether the ftrangers were 
worthy of his hofpitality, or fit company 
for his table, though they might be pi- 
rates. Telemachus and Peififtratus after- 
ward going as hereditary guefts, but nat 
perfonally known, to Menelaus King of 
Sparta, neither announce themfelves, nor 
does any one enquire who they are. The 
King, only informed by one of his houfe- 
hold that unknown ftrangers juft arrived 
im a chariot ate waiting without, exprefles 
difpleafure at the mention of a doubt whe- 
ther they were to be treated-in the palace, 
or provided tor elfewhere ; orders that they 
fhould-be immediately introduced into the 
hall, where he was fitting at public fuppsr 
with his Court, places them by himéfelf at 
table, and then tells them that, after they 
have fupped, he will afk them who they 


are, 
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are, and whencethey came. In the fame 
manner, in a former part of the poem, 
Telemachus himéelf is reprefenied expref- 
fing indignation at the leatt delay of civility 
to a ftranger, whom he obferves, at the 
gate of his father’s palace; goes out him- 
felf to receive him, and tells him that he 
thall firft fup, and then declare his errand. 
From thefe offices of hofpitality, once per- 
formed, new and ftill more facred rights 
arofe, which did not expire with the perfons 
who gave origin to them, but defcended to 
all the pofterity of either party. A man 
was peculiarly bound to fhow kindnefs to 
any hereditary gueft; to one who had en- 
tertained any of his anceftors, or who had 
been entertained by them. 

How neceflary this generous point of 
honour was, to alleviate the miferies to 
which mankind in that unfettled ftate and 
of Jaw and government were liable, we 
may gather from many lively and affeCting 
pictures fcattered through Homer’s poems. 
Befide the general incompetency of go- 
vernments to fecure internal order, the beft 
regulated were in perpetual danger of ruin 
from foreign enemies; and this ruin was 
cruel, was complete. ‘¢ Thele are the evils,” 
we are told in the Iliad, ¢ that follow the 
capture of a town: the men are killed; 
the city is burnt to the ground; the wo- 
men and children of all ranks are carried 
off for flaves.” ¢ Wretch that I am,’ 
fays the venerable Priam, ‘ what evil does 
the great Jupiter bring on me in my old. 
age! My fons flain, my daughters dragged 
into flavery ; violence pervading even the 
chambers cf my palace; and the very in- 
fants dafhed againft the ground in horrid 
fport of war. I myfelf, flain in the vain 
ofhce of defence, fhall be the prey of my 
own dogs, perhaps in my very palace- 
gates 

Where fech was war, the manners of 
warriors, even of the nobleft charaéters, 
could not be withour ftains of barbarifm 
and illiberality. We find, in the Iliad, 
men of higheft rank, meeting in battle, ad- 
drefs each other in language the mott grofsly 
infulting: they threaten, they revile, and 
fometimes jeft in a very unfeemly manner 
on the misfortunes of their adverfaries. 
“« You whom the Greeks fo honour above 
others,” fays Heétor to Diomed, ‘ are no 
better than a woman. Go, wretch!’ 
Then follows the reafon of this perfonal 
anger: ¢ You think to ftorm our city, and 
carry off our women in your fhips.”? After 
this the added threat however will not ap- 
pear unreafonable: * My arm,’ continues 


Hector, © thall firtt &nd you to the infer- 


nal deities.” With minds thus heated,’ 


and manners thus roughened, it is no 
wonder if we find Chiefs of the fame na- 
tion and army ufe great illiberality of lan- 
guage one to another. Of this, not to 
mention a difpute fo extreme as that be- 
tween Agamemnon and Achilles, Heétor, 
in a fpeech to Polydamas, and Oilean Ajax 
to Idomeneus, afford remarkable -xamples.- 
It was little ufual to give quarter. 

* Why fo tender-hearted !’ fays Agamem- 
non to Menelaus, feeing him hefitate while 
a Trojan of high rank, who had had the 
misfortune to be difabled by being thrown 
from his chariot, was begging for life? 
* Are you and your houfe fo behelden to 
the Trojans? Let not one of them efcape 
defiruction from our hands; no, not the 
child within his mother’s womb. Let all 
perifh unmourned; let not a veftige of 
them be {een :emaining.” The Poet gives 
the fanétion of his own approbation to this 
inhumanity in a Prince by no means ge- 
nerally charaéterifed inhuman: ¢ It was 
juftly fpoken,” fays Homer; ¢ and he 
turned his brother’s mind.” Menelaus, ac+ 
cordingly, puthed away the noble {uppli- 
ant, and the king of men himfelf was the 
executioner who put the unvefifting wretch 
to death. Heétor, in whcm we find fo 
many amiable qualities, was not lefs in- 
feéted with this barbarous fpirit of his age. 
When he had killed Patroclus, and ftrip- 
ng him on the {pot of his divine armour, 
he pottponed the moft preffing and moft 
important concerns, equally of himielf 
and his country, to the gratification of weak 
revenge; lofing fight of all the greater ob- 
jects of battle while he ftruggled for the 
naked corfe, with intention to complete its 
contumely by giving it to be devoured by 
Trojan dogs ; and to make his vengeance 
lafting, by depriving it of thofe funeral 
rites which were, in the opinion of the 
times, neceffary to the repofe of fouls after 
death. We muft not therefore wonder, 
that the commen Greeks fhould delight in 
wounding the dead body of Heétor himéelf 
when he was foon after flain; nor ought 
we to attribute peculiar ferocity to the cha- 
raéter of Achilles for the indignities with 
which he treated it ; fince both the morality 
and the religion of his age, far from con- 
demning fuch conduét, evidently taught 
him to confider it as direéted, not indeed by 
humanity, but by focial affe€tion, and en- 
forced by that piety, fuch as it was, which 
the gods of his country required. When 
the unfortunate monarch of Troy came 
afterwards in perfon to beg the body of his 
heroic fop, we find the conduét of Achilles 
marked 
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“wmarked by a fuperior fpirit of generous 
humanity. Yet in the very act of granting 
the pious requeft, he doubts if he is quite 
excufable.to the foul of his departed friend, 
for remitting the extremity of vengeance 
which he had meditated, and reftoring the 
corfe to receive the rites of burial. Agree- 

-ably to this cruel fpirit of warfare, the 
token of viétory was the head of the prin- 
cipal: perfon of the vanquithed flain fixed 
ona polt. The milder temper of a more 
civilifed age abolifhed this cuftom, and it 
became ufual for the conqueror only to 


fufpend a fuit of armour on a pot ; which, 
thus adorned, was termed atrophy. Pere 
haps firé-arms have contributed to hu- 
manife war. The moft cruel ftrokes to 
individuals are. now generally in a great 
meafure the effect of chance; for it feldom 
can be afcertained from what hand precifely 
they come, and revenge thus wants its 
objet. Other favourable circumftances, 
it is true, have affitted ; but this, it may 


fairly be prefumed, has had its fhare ia 


making revenge alien to modern warfare. 
{ To be continued. } 


‘An Account of the New Tragedy, called THE CarMELITE, performed 
for the Firft Time, Friday, December 3, at Drury-Lane Theatre. 


R. Cumberland, to whom it is well 
known the ftage has been indebted 
for a great variety of pieces, both ferious 
and comic, is the Author of this Tragedy, 
and has been fufficiently fuccefsful to win 
the uninterrupted approbation of the The- 
atre: few plays having ever perhaps been 
better received throughout. 


The chara&ters were thus reprefented : 


The Carmelite, Mr. Smith. 

Montgomery, Mr. Kemble, 
Hildebrand, Mr. Palmer. 
De Courcy, Mr. Aickin. 
Giffard, Mr, Packer. 


Lady de St: Valerie, Mrs. Siddons. 


Lady St. Valerie, in the belief that the 
has loft her hufband, by the hand of Hilde- 
brand, who murdered him in the Holy 
Land, retires to a caftle on the fea coaft of 
the Ifle of Wight, where fhe pafles her days 
in folitude. The fcene with which the 
play opens, relates to an event which hap- 
pens 20 years after her hufband’s fuppoted 
death, when Hildebrand, and the Carme- 

- lite, who proves to be the Lord St. Valerie, 
in difguife, are ca!t away near her refidence. 
Her doors are open to them, on account of 
their calamity; but eife, we are told, no 
ftrangers. are ever permitted to pals her 
gates. This fuccour is procured them 

- through the interpofition of Montgomery. 
Hildebranc is (truck with horror on being 
told the root which receives him is that of. 
Lady St. Valerie; this difcovery, together 
with the wounds, occafioned. by his being 
dafhed .on the rocks, tend to exhauft the 
remaining fources of life, and he appears 
unab!+: to fupporr himfelf :—-The Carme- 
lite foothes him, and tells him that long 
repentance and abfolution have expiated 

- the crime, Lady St. Valerie comes for- 


ward in a mourning liabit, to receive the 
Carmelite and Hildebrand. ~The Carme- 
lite tells her, he knew her Lord well ; that 
he was his deareft friend. During this in- 
terview, he obferves, that Montgomery 
appears in her confidence ; and, on her re- 
tiring, queftions Giffard, one of her fer- 
vants, concerning him; he is an{wered, 
that Montgomery was originally her 
Page, but that he is afpiring, and too 
much a favourite. The Carmelite, from 
this, conceives a diftrutt of her conftancy. 
In the fucceeding fcene, Lady St. Va- 
lerie informs Montgomery that he is her 
fon ; that fhe protra&ed the difcovery to a 
time when fhe might be fenfible of his many 
virtues, and when he might be of years to 
itep forward as the avenger of his father’s 
death ; in her maternal fondnefs the calls 


him, among other appellations, Hufband ; 


which being obferved by Giffard, he makes 
report of it to the Carmelite. 

At this period De Courcy, a Knigit in 
King Henry’s train, arrives at Lady St. 
Valerie’s Caftle; to inform her that the 
King is ready to fummon Hildebrand, 
(who is fuppofed to be then in Normandy) 
to give combat to fuch Knight as may be 
ready to enter the lift in revenge of her de- 
ceafed Lord. He meets the Carmelite, 
who difcovers himfelf to be the Lord de 
St. Valerie, his friend. He tells him, that 
the wounds he had received from Hilde- 
brand, did not prove fatal; that he reco- 
vered; but being af.erwards taken at fea 
by a pirate, he remained in captivity to 
that period: He tells him alfo of his ap- 
prehenfions of his Lady's fidelity. On 
this ground, De Courcy endeavours to 
diffuade Lady St. Valerie from foffering 
Montgomery. to enter the lift, when his 
birth and condition by no means entitle 
him to that honour. Lady St. Valerie 
becomes indignant at his fcruples, burt de- 
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clines fatisfying him in refpeé& to Mont- 

omery. Soon after this interview Hilde- 
brand throws himfelf at the feet of Lady 
St. Valerie, and tells her that he, whom 
fhe has refcued from death, is the rourderer 
of her hufband. Montgomery at this in- 
ftant enters; Lady St. Valerie points to 
‘Hildebrand, as the ruffan who flew his 
father; Montgomery draws his fword, 
but is fto by Lady St. Valerie, on 
account of his adverfary being unarmed. 
Hildebrand addrefles them, fays he has 
but little time to live, and requeits he may 
have Chriftian ceremonies. At this time 
‘the Carmelite appears; and to make his 
death eafy, difcovers himfelf to be the Lord 
St. Valerie. Hildebrand looks up, begs 
forgivenefs for the crime he had intended, 
and dies. At this crifis Montgomery en- 
ters, and upon {peaking of Hildcbrand’s 
-guilt, is anfwered by the Carmelite, that 
he died innocent of Lord St. Valerie’s 
death. De Courcy, addreffing himfelf 
.rather freely to Montgomery, he replies 
with fpirit; whereupon De Courcy throws 
down his gauntlet; but the Carmelite 
feizing it, prevents confequences. At the 
fame time, taking his departure, he leaves 
a bracelet of pearls with Montgomery, to 
be delivered to Lady St. Valerie. Here 
the fourth act clofes ; and the beginning of 
the fifth difcovers Lady St. Valerie at de- 
votion in her chapel; Montgomery ad- 
dreffes her, delivers the bracelet ; and learn- 
ing it was her gift to his father, is anxious 
to find the Carmelite, that he may trace 
out how he came by it. In this fituation, 


* the co 





THE UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE 


the Carmelite, De Courcy, and Giffard 
appear; Lady de St. Valerie foon after 
comes forward, and the denouement is 
foon effeéted, to the géneral tranquility of 
the parties. 

Such is the outline of the fable; the 
fituations are produétive of the higheft 
dramatic effect, and are beautiful throughs 
out. Under this defcription may be con- 
a the Carmelite’s firft interview with 

is Lady; the revealing of Montgomery’s 

birth ; the difcovery Hildebrand ambi of 

his bring the murderer of Lord de Valerie ; 

‘ort Hildebrand receives, in finding 

St. V:cerie fill lives; and many others 
equally productive of effect. 

The performance of Mrs. Siddons was 
above panegyric. Mr. Smith, in the Car- 
melite, played in an excellent ftyle. 

The drefs of Mrs. Siddons was raven 
grey filk, trimmed with black crape, and 
appeared well calculated to exprefs dignity 
and forrow. The other characters were 
habited with propriety. 

The fcenes confilled of a view of the 
fea in a fterm; a Gothic Hall in Lady 
St. Valerie’s Caftle; and her Chapel, with 
painted windows ; each of which has great 
merit. 

The Prologue was fpoken by Mr. 
Palmer, and was preparatory to the fub- 
je& of the Tragedy. The Epilogue was 
fpoken moft forcibly by Mrs. Siddons, 
and contained many {prightly points. The 
whole performance was received with un- 
common applauile. 


Curious Tria about a Coat of Arms. 


YR Edward Burne! ferved in many 

aétions in Scotland under Edward I. 
and appeared with great {plendor. He was 
always attended with a chariot decked with 
banners; on which, as well as on the 
trappings of his horfes, were depicted his 
arms. He married Alsee, daughter of 
Lord Defpenfer, by whom he had no iffue. 
On his deceafe, in 1315, his fiter Maud 
became fole heir. She married firlt John 
Lord Lovel of ‘Tichemerfh, surnamed the 
Rich; he died in 1315. Her fecond huf- 
band was Joha de Handlow, who died in 
1346, and left by her cne fon, named 
Nicholas Lord Burnel, the fubje& of much 
conteft in the court of chivalry with a 
Robert de Morley on accovnt of the arms 
which Nicholas bore, in right of certzia 
Jands of the barony of Burne} beitowed on 
him by his mother. ‘Thefe arms de Mor- 
ley bad afflumed without any jul paetencs ; 


but beeaufe, as he declared, * it was his 
will and pleafure fo to do, and that he 
would defend his fo doing.’ Probably he 
had no arms of his own, haying been the 
firt of the family who had appeared in a 
military capacity, He had served as Ef- 
quire to Sir Edward Burnel, without any 
other domeftic than one boy; and ever 
fince the. death of his mafter affumed the 
arms in difpute. It happened that they 
both were at the fiege of Calais, under Ed- 
ward III. in 1346, arrayed in the fame 
arms. Nicholas Lord Burnel challenged 
the arms as belonging to the Burnels only, 
he having at that time under his command 
a hundred men, on whofe banners were bis 
proper arms. Sir Peter Corbet, then in his 
retinue, offered to combat with Robert de 
Morle;, in fupport of the right which his 
mafter had to the arms ; but the duel never 
tock place, probably becaufe the King A 
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pied his afflent. The fuit was then referred 
fo the court of chivalry, held on the fands 
before Calais, before William Bohun, Earl 


of Northampton, we Nar sor of Eng-’ 


Jand, and Thomas Beauchamp, Earl of 
Warwick, Earl Marflial. The trial Jafted 
feveral days; when Robert, apprehending 
that the caufé would go againft him, took 
an opportunity, in prefence of the King, 
to fwear by God’s flefh, that if the arms in 
queftion were adjudged from him, he never 
would arm himfelf in the King’s fervice. 
On this the King, out of perfonal regard 
for the figrial fervices he had’ performed in 
thofe arms, and confidering the right of Ni- 
cholas Lord Burnel, was defirous to put an 
end to the conteft with as little offence as 
ffible. He therefore fent the Earl of 
ancafter, and other Lords, to Nicholas, 
to requeft that he would permit Robert de 
Morley to bear the arms in difpute for the 
term of his life only ; which Nicholas, out 
of refpeét to the King, aflented to. The 
King then direéted the High’ Conftablé, 
and Earl Marfhal, to give Sodgutent ac- 
sordingly. This, they performed in the 
church of St. Petér, near-Calais ; and their 
fentence was. immediately proclaimed by a 
Herald, in the prefence of the whele army 
there affembled. 
Robert de Morley was feiged witli’ his 
Jak illnefs in Burgundy, in the yeaf1360, 
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when the Englith army was on its retura 


from the blockade of Paris. Feeling the 
approach of death, he direéted that his 
banner, with the arms of Burnel, fhould, 
upon his deceafe, be delivered to Nicholas~ 
‘Lord Burnel, in purfuance of ‘the judg- 
ment before paffed in the court of chivalry ¢ 
and accordingly ‘his banner bearer, havin 
in ‘his hands the batiner rolled up, delwered 
it to Lord Burnel,’ in prefence of ntttnbers 
“Of the nolnlity, convened 48 witnéilés of 
the ceremofty,” ~Lord Burnel died in the 
year 1332, and was interred in Acton 
Burnel church, ‘under an altar tomb, with 
a brafs plate inlaid-in it of the figure of ait 
armed man, ‘atid a brafs label, inferibed,; 
Hic jacet Dominus Nich Burnel, miles, 
dominus de Holgat, qui-ob. 12° die Fan. 
A, D. 1382. ° Cujus anima propititur 
Deus. Amen. 

Among the ‘witneffes in this caufe were 
feveral Lords and’ Knights, and many very 
ancient’ people, {Ome of them above a hun + 
dred years of age; one of a hundred and 
forty, and “one of a hundred and twenty, 
bese? | of Shropfhire; as may bé col- 
e&ted from theirnamts, and the teftimony 
they gave relative to the defcents of the Bur- 
nels, and féveral private affairs of the fas 
mily, which were likely to be beft know 
in the neighbourhood of their refidence, 


RIOSO. Boox X. 


With a beautiful Engraving of the Deliverance of ANGELICA. 


THE CO 


NTENTS., 


Gontinuation of the’ Story of - Olympia.—Rogero’s Arrival in the Kingdom of 
Logiftilla.—His Return to Europe, and Deliverance of the beautiful Angelica, 


MONG all the examiples of in- 

violable love through every viciffi- 
tude of fortune, the firit honours mutt be 
decreed to Olympia * : at leaft, fo gteat, fo 
unparalleled were the facrifices which fhe 
made for her beloved Bireno, that'I know 
fot one, in ancient or modern ftory, of 
more tranfcendent fame. Indeed, if fuch 
iluftrious proofs of unfhaken conttancy 
required a grateful return, one would think 
that Olympia muft have been far dearer to 
him than his life; ‘and that a more beau- 
tiful object, were fhe even the peerlefs 
dame, that kindled the flames of war be- 
tween Europe and Afia, could never have 
allured him from her arms. For her he 
eught rather to have renounced the fweeteft 


* The Story of Olympia is related in 
following Supplement. 





enjoyménts of fociety, not excepting evel 
life and fame. But we fhall {ce whether 
Bireno Joved Olympia as hé was beloved 
by her; or whether he did not reward her 
matchlefs affttion with the bafett-cruekty 
and ingratitude. My _ narration, I doubt 
not, will fill your minds with’ aftonifhment 
and indignation. Ye géntle virgins, let 
not the condu& of Bireno be ever effaced 
from your memory ; learn from him, that 
the youth who pants to gain the amorous 
prize, when once he has accomplifhéd his 
defigas, {catters his mott folemn vows and 
promifés to the winds. Happy, dear La- 
dies, happy are they, who can learn wifdom 
from the faults of others. Alt! fly the 
dangerous train whofe looks difcldfe the 
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earlier charms and bloom of youth. Their 
glowing paffion burfts with fudden blaze, 
but, like the kindled ftubble, foon expires. 
Thus the hunter purfues the hare over the 
mountains, or through the valley; he 
braves alike the rigour of heat and cold in 
the ardour of the chace; but no fooner 
does he fee the timid viétim at his feet, 
than he treats it with indifference, and is 
intent only on the flying prey. What a 
picture is this of youthful lovers! While 
you treat them with diftance and referve, 
with what veneration and love do they ap- 
Broeet you! How abfolute is your empire ! 
ut the moment they can boaft of viétory, 
all the trophies of your conqueft difappear. 
No longer goddefles, they treat you like 
abjeét flaves; and place the'r fickle hearts 
on the charms of fome other fair one. Do 
not imagine, however, that I would dif- 
fuade you from the delightful paffion. Far 
from your bard be fuch a thought. The 
virgin, withoyt a lover, is like the neg- 
le&ted vine, that creeps on the ground un- 
fupported by a friendly pale or tree. I 
exhort you only to avoid the down of 
young and voluble inconftancy. Scruple 
not to tafte the delicious fruit; but do not 
-touch that which is too green or too 
mature, 

I have already related, that among the 
prifoners was found a daughter of the 
King of Friefland; and that Bireno, at 
firft, had given out, that he defigned her 
for his brother’s wife. It appeared, how- 
ever, that this perfidious man enteitained 
very ditferent thoughts. He had not the 
generofity to facrifice to another fuch+a 
profnhon and variety of charms, The 

rincefs was not yet fourteen. She was 
ruddy and beautiful like the budding rofe, 
which in the morning difplays its fweets to 
the fun’s enliveging ray. Bireno was not 
only enamoured with her, but his paflion 
feemed to g!ow with fudden and impetuous 
rage; like the flames, kindled by fome en- 
vious or malignant hand, in the fields of 
ripened corn, which {pread inftantaneous 
and irrefittible deftruétion. When he 
viewed this beauteous face in tears, de- 
ploring the death of her father, the effi& 
on his heart was like that of cold water 

rured upon fome boiling liquor, which 
wiftantly cools its heat. And thus did his 
paffion for this new obje& extingu:th the 
flame that once glowed fo ardently for 
Olympia. His love for her was indeed fo 
changed, and infpired fuch difguiting fen- 
fations of faticty, that he could hardly en- 
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dure her in his fight, His new paffion, ag 
the contrary, inceflantly kindled fuch ar- 
dent defires, that he could not have exifted 
under too long delay. Neverthelefs, he 
found it But: to diffemble, till the 
favourable moment arrived, when he could 
accomplifh his guilty views, Affecting, 
therefore, the external appearances of ten- 
dernefs for Olympia, his folé delight ftemed 
to be in whatever could pleafé her. And 
if, in fome. unguarded moments, he was 
feen to careis the Princefs of Friefland, (for 
the moft artful mortal cannot always cons 
ceal the fecrets of his heart) fo far from 
being cenfured, it was afcribed to a lau- 
dable compaffion, to his generofity of foul. 
* How glorious is it,” it was obferved, ¢ to 
raife the fuffering wretch, thrown down 
by the viciflitud-s of fortune from fome 
happy height ; and how much more glo- 
rious ftiJl to pour balm into the afflicted 
bofom of a young and innocent maid ?’— 
Gracious Hegvens, what a thick cloud 
otten obfcures the judgment of mankind f 
The odious conduét of Bireno was attri- 
buted to goodnefs and the fanétity of 
virtue ! 

Now the joyful mariners take their oarss 
and cleaving the briny waves, convey Bi- 
reno and his train towards the coaft of 
Zealand... They foon leave Holland bes 
hind, and; to avoid the Friefland fhore, 
bear away for Scotland. On a fudden, 
they are overtaken by a furious gale, which 
drives them into the open fea, It rages 


‘for. three days; but fubfiding‘towards the 


clofe of the third evening, they land on a 
defért ifland, and having moored their vef- 
fel in a creek, the unfufpecting Olympia 
fups delighted with her treacherous Lord. 
In a pleafant ‘pot, where they have pitched 
a tent, fhe retires with him to bed; -while 
their attendants return to fleep‘on board the 
the thip. 

The fatigues of the fea, and errors of 
fhipwreck, having long deprived’ Olympia 
of fleep, fhe thinks only of enjoying its 
delicious fweets, in an afylum fo remote 
from noife, and now devoid of difquieting 
care, fince her beloved Bireno is by her 
fide. She foon finks into a fleep as pro- 
found as that of bears and dormice, But 
her falfe hufoand, whole guilty defigns 
keep him awake, when he perceives. her 
fait aflecp, foftly rifes from the bed, takes 
his cloaths under his arm, leaves the tent, 
haftens to the veffel, awakes the feamen, 
and fetting every fail, filently quits the 
fhore. ‘The wretched Olympia * remains 


* The Reater will fee that this whole paffage where Bireno forfakes Olympia, is 


copied from the ftory of Thefeus and Asiadne, in Ovid's Epittles. 
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behind, and wakes not tiJl Aurora, from 
her golden wheels, fcatters on the earth 
the glittering dew; and Alcyone to the 
Jiftening waves, renews her plaintive tale of 
old. * , hen, fcarce afleep, nor yet awake, 
fhe extends her arm to embrace Bireno; 
but-not finding him, fhe withdraws it, 
in fhe attempts it, and again in vain. 
At length, her fleep is difpelled by furprife 
and terror. She looks, and looking fees 
the abandoned bed. She ftarts from it, 
leaves the tent, and with a wild and dif- 
trated air haftens to the fhore. Now 
affured of her misfortune, fhe tears her 
beauteous face and breaft, and rends her 
flowing hair, Favoured by the moon’s 
pale light, her eyes wander along the de- 
fert coaft: alas! nothing but the delfert 
coaft can they difcover. She calls Bireno’s 
name: Bireno’s name the pitying caves 
yefound. ; 
Faft by the fhore ftood a rock, which 
the inceflant dafhing of the waves had 
hollowed into a hanging arch. Olympia, 
whom defpair invigorated, clambered 
haftily to the top. ‘Thence fhe faw, or 
fancied that the faw, (for the morning was 
yet hazy) the veflel of her cruel Lord 
driving far diftant before the wind. Trem- 
bling all over, the funk down upon a 
rock ; and a cold fweat and mortal pale- 
nefs befpread her beauteous face. As foon 
as fhe had power to rife, fhe again turned 
her eager view to the leflening fhip. She 
called aloud, while her ftrength would 
permit, the name of her barbarous con- 
fort; and when her exhaufted voice grew 
weaker, her loud cries fubfided into thele 
piteous lamentations, ‘ Ah! whither, cruel 
man,’ clafping her hands, ¢ Ah! whither 
art thou flying? Thy veflcl yet wanteth 
its rightful freight. Since it conveys away 
my foul, it cannot hurt it to receive the 
body.’—-Then waving her robe, with ex- 
tended arms, fhe beckoned the mariners to 
return. But the winds which {welled the 
fails of the treacherous youth, difperfed 
abroad the prayers, and tears, and Jamen- 
tations of the unfortunate Olympia. Thrice, 
cruel to herfelf, the left the fhore to feek a 
watery grave. At length, fhe ceafed to 
view the waves, and returned. to her fad 
deferted bed.—* Alas!” faid the, reclining 
her face upon it, and gefprinkl'ng it with 
her tears, ‘ lait night thou hadit two lo- 
vers! Why did not two rife together to- 
day ? Oh, perfideous Bireno! Oh, accurfed 
day, that witnefled my unhappy bith! 
What mutt I do? What can I do in this 
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folitary place? Who can a‘fift, who, alas, 
can comfort me? No man I fee; no trace 
of human footfteps here ; no friendly bark 
to take me hence. I fhall perith here for 
want ; not one to clofe my eyes, or give me 
fepulture, unlefs, alas! the wolves in thefe 
dreary wilds find me in their wombs a 
horrid grave. 1 tremble with fear. Me- 
thinks I already fe rufhing from thefa 
woods, bears, and lions, and tigers, and 
beafts that Nature arms with dreadful teeth 
and claws, to deftroy their haplefs prey ! 
But why fhould I fear thei favage mon- 
fters ?- They can deitroy but a fingle life; 
but thou, more favage ft:ll, makeft me die a 
thoufand deaths! What, if fome veffel 
fhould now arrive, and the pilot, melted 
into pity, fhould convey me hence, fo that 
wolves, and bears, and lions, I might: 
efcape —and famine, and torture, and other 
dreadful deaths—ah! what it would it 
avail me? Shall T repair to Holland, where 
thou art matter of all the forts and 
harbours? Shall I feek again my natal 
fhore, which thou hatt deprived me of by 
fraud? Alas, thou haft affumed the whole 
fovereignty thyfelf, under the pretext of 
our alliance and thy love ; and to maintain 
thy unjuit ufurpation, thou haft introduced 
thy garrifons into every place! Shall I turn 
to Flanders, where the finall remnant of 
my poffeffions I have fold, to fuccour thee, 
and releafe thee from thy prifon? Ab, 
woe is me, whither thall I go ?- What place 
will now receive me? In Friefland I might 
once have reigned the Queen; but I re- 
nounced that throne for thee; and for this 
facrifice my father and brethren were flain, 
and my dominions conquered by the venge- 
ful Cymofco. But why, ungrateful youth, 
fhould I recall to thy memory, what thou 
knoweft fo well? And is this the recom- 
pence I receive from thee? Perhaps fome 
pirate that infefts thefe feas, may find and 
force me hence a helplefs flave! Ah! rather, 
let the roaring moniters come, tear with 
their claws this panting body, and drag to 
their dens my poor difmembered limbs.’ 
While thus Olympia fpeaks, fhe tears the 
golden trelles from he: head, and all wild 
and frantic, runs again to the defert fhore : 
Like one deprived of her fenfes, fhe feems 
poffeflcd, not with one demon only, but 
with ten; or like Hecuba, raging with 
woe, when fhe beheld, at laft, the body 
of her fon, the murdered Polydore. Now 
fixed and motionlefs on a rock, fhe looks 
inténtly on the fea, not lefs a itone in ap= 
pearance, than the ttone on which the fits. 


* Ovidii Metam. lib. xi. fab. 10, 
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But let us leave her awhile to — her 


mifery, that I may now retuin to Rogere’s 
flight from the territories of Alcina. * 
Overcome by fatigue, this valiant Knight 
pode along the fea-fhore, expofed to the 
burning heat of noon. The fun, reflected 
from the mountains, made the white and 
crumbling fand boil, as it were, under his 
borfe’s feet; and the armour he wore was 
slmoft red with fire, as it once was in 
the forge. Fatigue and thirft, the only 
companions of his journey, thus pro- 
Jonged the tedious and lonefome way, 
“when he perceived, under the thadow of 
an ancient tower, three damfels, whom, by 
their drefs and air, he knew belonged to 
Alcina’s voluptuous court. Carelefsly re- 
clined on Alexandrian carpets, they en- 
joyed the cool refrefhing thade, amidft a 
yariety of coftly viands, and vafes filled with 
neétareous wines. Not far from them was 
a fmall bark, which, while waiting for a 
favourable wind, was {porting with the 
playful waves; for not a breath of air 
difturbed the tranquil fcene. Obferving 
that Rogero purfued his journey, without 
deigning to notice them, although thirft was 
engraved on his lips, and his face was 
befpread with dutt, thefe ladies advanced 
avith a courteous mien, and entreated him 
to alight, and receive fome refrefhment in 
their delicious fhade. ‘Then one of the 
damfels held his ttirrup, that he might 
alight, while another prefented to him a 
fparkling cup, that inflamed him with a 
fiercer thirft. The heroic Knight, regard- 
lefs of their allurements, fil! purfued 
his way ; fenible that every delay he made, 
would give Alcina time to overtake him, 
and that enchantrefs who was ftill pur- 
fuing him, could not now be far off. = 
Not with fuch fure, touched by fudden 
fire, burfts the explofion from nitrous 
falt or fulphur ; nor rages the ocean to fuch 
aheight, when the black tempeft defcends, 
‘as did one of thefe tempting beauties with 
inftantaneous fury, when fhe perceived the 
Paladin (beautiful as they were) {corn 
their alluring charms, and difdainfully pafs 
on: © Theu art not courteous,” fhe loudly 
exclaimed ; ‘thou art no Knight; that 


courfer and that armour thou hatft ftolen, 
Soon mdy I fee thee put to death by caitiff 
hands ; thy worthlefs afhes {cattered to the 
wind ; thou vile, ungrateful, haughty rob- 
ber.’=- To thefe, and other reproaches, 
which fhe inceflantly heaped upon him, 
the Paladin did not deign to anfwer; 
rightly judging that he could derive but 
little honour from fuch an ignoble difpute. 
‘Then, with her fifters, fhe entered the 
expeéting bark, and exerted all the aid of 
oars, to purfue him along the windin 
fhore, while fhe continued to menace and 
infult him with the moft opprobrious ‘ex- 
preffions. 

In the mean time, Rogero arrives at the 
narrow ftrait, acrofs which was the paflage 
to the dominion’ of Logiftilla; where, 
on the other fide, he perceived an old pi- 
lot, who loofened his bark from the oppo- 
fite fhore in fuch a critical moment, as 
if he had been informed of the expected 
atrival of the Knight, and already pre- 
pared for it. ‘The venerable man, in whofe 
countenance benignity and wifdom fhone, 
came joyful, to tranfport him to a happier 
clime. Rogero, returning thanks to Hea- 
ven, entered on board the veffel, and con- 
verfing with the wife and experienced 
pilot, they pas along the tranquil fur- 
face of the fea. + 

The ancient fire extolled the youthful 
hero, who had fo opportunely efcaped from 
Alcina, before fhe could adminifter to him 
the enchanted cup, which fhe had given 
to fo many others ; and whofe virtuous 
fteps were now direéted to the bright abodes 
of Logiitilla, where fanétity of manners, 
immortal beauty, aad ineffable grace, for 
ever feed the foul with unfatiating {weets, 
—‘ When you enter into her auguft pre- 
fence,’ continued the pilot, * you will glow 
with unwonted admiration and celeftial 
awe. Whocontemplates her beauties once, 
rejeéts every other good as vifionary and 
vain. Her Love, unlike that earthly paf- 
fion, whofe hopes and fears alternately 
diftra&t the heart, leaves Defire itfelf no- 
thing more to wifh. She will give you 
a relith for delights far {uperior to the moft 
exquifite enjoyments of mufic and dancing, 


* Rogero’s adventures in the voluptuous court of Alcina are related in Book VII, in 
our Magazine for September and October 1783; and his fubfequent flight in Book 
VIM, in our Magazine for December.—The Story of Olympia will be concluded in 


Book XT. . 


+ By thefe three damfels are figured the allurements and flatteries of the world ; and 
by Rogero, who refules to comply with their invitation, a wife man, who adheres to 
the path of virtue. The ill language given to him is the abufé thrown out by the vul- 
ger, on thofe who deipife common pleafures; the pilot, that takes him on board, de- 


motes perfect judgment, 
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Ge enervating luxury of perfumes and 
‘bathing, and ‘the richeft variety of dain- 
ties. She will teach your nobler thoughts 
to foar above the eagle’s fublimeit flight, 
‘and, even in this mortal body,-to antici- 
pate the glory of the bleft above.” 

The pilot, while thus {peaking, was yet 
diftant from the happy coaft, when a nu- 
merous fleet of thips appeared, all crowd- 
ing every fail towards them. With thefe 
came the enraged Alcina, who had col- 
leSted ali her forces in the purfuit, deter- 
mined to involve herfelf and her domi- 
nions in one common ruin, rather than 
not regain the dear objeft fhe had loft. 
It was as much the defire of vengeance as 
the ardour of love, that impelled her in 
the purfuit. Never did anger more im- 
patient diftraé&t her bofom. The rowers, 
at her voice, fo fwiftly plied their oars, 
that the fhore on either fide is dafhed by 
the irritated furges. ‘The feas and adja- 
cent coafts rebellow with the wild uproar, 
which Echo, from all her caves refourds. 

 Difclofe,’ exclaimed the pilot to Ro- 

ero, * difclofe initantly thy magi¢ fhield, 
or yield thy life and freedom to the foe.’ 
—Then inftantly he himfelf threw the 
‘weil afide. ;The dazzling light beamed 
irrefiftible on every hoftile eye; and fo 
immediate and extenfive were its effetts, 
that fome fell from the prow, and fome 
from the lofty poop. An univerfal fleep 
jnvolved them all. 

A centinel, on a high rock, fo inftan- 
taneoufly gave the alarm, that fuccours 
from all parts fpeedily arrived at the port. 
The artillery, * like 2 tempett, thundered 
on Rogero’s foes, and thus preferved his 
liberty and life. 

‘By the orders of Logiftalla, four beau- 
tiful virgins now appeared on the ftrand; 


the valorous Andronica, the wife Phro- 
nefia, the juft Dieilla, and~the chatte 
Sophrofyne. + The laft, whofe cares 
feemed to be moft important, difplayed 
more fignal ardour in ‘her aétions. - At 
length, the whole army, which could not 
be paralleled on the earth, iffued from the 
fortrefs, and extended along the coaft. . At 
the foot of the caftle, in the peaceful road, 
lay a fleet of large fhips, ‘prepared to com- 
bat, night and day, at the firft fignal of 
alarm. A furious enga t now com- 
menced both by land and fea, which ended 
in the entire conqueft of the territories which 
Alcina had ufurped. Who, indeed, can 
decide the fate of battles? Alcina, f far 
from recovering her fugitive lover, (of 
which fhe had no dowbt) was happy ta 
efcape in a fingle bark, from the devour~ 
ing flames, which deftroyed that vaft fleet 
which juft before the fea could fcarcely 
contain. She fled, while all her crews 
were either captured, or burnt, or whelmed 
beneath the waves. But the lofs of Ro- 
gero fhe fo feverely felt, that in this one 
misfortune the forgot every other. Night 
and day fhe deplored her fate: night and 
day the wept inceffantly. Often too, fhe 
lamented her inability to die: for while 
the fun and all the heavenly bodies. conti« 
nue to perform their revolutions, no en- 
chantefs can ceafe to live. Had the bees 
mortal, her fufferings would furely have 
moved Clotho to cut the thread of life, ¢ ot, 
like Dido, the {word would have ended all 
her woes ; or imitating the gorgeous Queen 
of Nilus, |} the ound! have fought as 
in a deadly fleep — But let us leave Alcina 
to bewail her mifery, and return to Rogerog 
worthy of immortal honours. 
[To be concluded in our Supplement. J 


* It appears doubtful what the Poet here means by artillery. Some commentators 
explain it to be the machines ufed by the ancients for throwing great ftones. HOooLe. 

+ Andronica reprefents Fortitude ; Phronefia, Prudence; Sophrofyne, Tempe- 
rance; and Dicilla, Juftice: thefe are the four virtues that deliver racn from the hands 


ef Alcina or Vice. 


t Se cid non foffo, era il dolore affai, 
Per mover Cloto ad inna/parle il file. 


Which Mr- Hoole thus renders : 


Do.Lck. 


Canto X. 56. 


Elfe Clotho fure a welcome aid had fped, 
And parted with the foears her fatal thread. 





4On which he has the following note: ¢ Clotho was one of the Parca, or three fatat 
Sifters, whofe office was to prefide over the thread of life. Their names were Clothe, 
Lachefis, and Atropos. Clotho held the diftatf; Lachefis wound off the wool; and 
Atropos cut the thread. But Arioito has afcribed this talk to Clotho.’—In the 
Tranflation we have indeed followed Mr. Hoole, to make the paffage, in fome meafure, 
conformable to the ancient fable of the three fatal Sifters. But in the original Clotha 
does not cut the thread. Innajfpar il filo fignifies 10 wind the thread round the reel, 
ig order to form it into the fkeign. 
j Cleopatra, Queen of Egypt. 
The 
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The HISTORY of ENGLAND, continued: from Poge 364, 
of our Magazine for June laf. 


ie oppofition to. Mr. Horace Walpole, 
wm it was urged by Mr. Shippen, that 
the treaty.of Hanover would involve the 
wation in a war, for the defeace of the 
King’s German dominions, But this ob= 
gestion was xefyted by Mr. Peiham ; and 
an Addrefs was voted and delivered to his 
Majetty, approving the alliance he bad 
«concluded at Hanover, in order to difap- 
point the dangerous views ,of the treaty af 
peace betwixt the Emperor and the King 
of Spain; and -promifling to fupport his 
Miajefty again all inful:s and attacks that 
Mhould be made upon any of his terr:tories, 
Shough not belonging to the Ciown of 
Great Britain. An Addrefs of the fame 
kind was prefented by the Houfe of Lords 
ama body. A petition was prefented to 
the Houle of Commons, on the 2d of 
March, from Richard Hampden, Elq; 
Jate Treafurer of the Navy, and Member 
for Bucks, praying that the Lords of the 
‘Treafury might be impowered to compound 
with the Petitioner for his debt due to ihe 
aown, This bad been unfortunately in- 
eurred, by fpeculating with the public 
woney, in the fatal South Sea {cheme. 
The debt at fist was 95,2561. byt, by 


delivering in South Sea stock, and other 


fecurities, he had reduced it to 48,000]. 
His paternal eftate was about 2oo0l. a 
year. The King recommended the pe- 
tition to the confideration of the Houle; 
and befides other Members, who ftrongly 
Spoke in favour of it, Mr. Speaker Onflow 
urged the propriety of this meafure, ‘ out 
of segard to his ancient family), and in 
eonfideration of his gieat grandfather John 
Hampden, who had made fuch a noble 
ftand againit arbitrary power, and had 
fallen the firft victim in the glorious caufe 
of liberty.” The bill pefled ; and by this 
Mrs. Hampden, who had a fettlement of 
soool. a year, was permitted, in order to 
fave the principal family eftate of Great 
Hampden, to exchange the feitlement from 
Dunton to this, giving up the latter to 
be fold. 

Daniel Camphe!! having petitioned the 
Houle, that he might be indemnified for 
the damage he had fuftained from the riots 
in Scotland, a bill paffed in his favour, 
granting him a certain fum to be raifed 
from an impotition layed upon all the 
beer and ale brewed within the city of 
Glafgow. But the malt tax was fo fen- 
fivly felt in Scotland, that the convention 


of the royal busroughs prefented a remon- 
ftrance again it, as a gricyous burthen 
which their country could not. bear ; peti- 
tions to the fame purport were delivered 
to the Cominons. from different fhires of 
that kingdom. 

On the 24th of March the King fent 
a meflage to the Houle by Sir Pal Me- 
thuen, defiring an extraordinary fupply, 
that he might.be able to augment his 
maritune force, and concert fuch other 
meafurcs as fhould be neceffary in the 
prefent conjun&ture. A debate enfued; but 
the majority complied with the demand. 
Sa:ne Members in t!)r Upper Houle com- 
plained that the meflage was not fent to 
both Houfes of Parliament: and this fug- 
geftion gave rife to another debate, in which 
Lod Bathurit and others made fome me- 
lancholy refleStions upon the ttare of infig- 
nificance to which the Peers of England 
were reduced. Such remarks, however, 
were very little minded by the Miniftry, 
which had obtained a complete victory over 


.all oppoftion. The fupplies ordinary and 


extraordinary bemg granted, with eyery 
theng elfe which the Court thought pro- 
per to afk; and feveral bills pafled for the 
regulation of civil ceconomy, the King 
diimiffed the Parliament on the twenty~ 
fourth day of May. 

By this time Peter the Czar of Mufcovy 
was dead, and his Emprefs Catherine had 
fucceed:d him on the Ruffianthron>, This 
Princefs had begun to aflemble forces in 
the neighbourhood of Peterfburgh; and 
prepare a formidable armament for a naval 
expedition. King George concluding, that 
her defign was againtt Sweden, fenta ftrong 
fquadron into the Baltic, under the ecom- 
mand of Sir Charles Wager, in order to 
anticipate her views upon his allies. The 
Englith fleet beg joined at Copenhagen 
by a Damith fquadron, alarmed the Court 
of Ruffia, which immediately iffued orders 
for reinforcing the garrifons of Wibourg, 
Cronflot, Revel, and Riga. The Engl!ith 
Admiral having bad an audience of his 
Swedifh Majeity, tteered towards Revel, 
and fent thither a Lieutenant with a letter 
from the King of Great Britain to the 
Czarina. This was an expottulation, in 
which he obferved, that he and his allies 
could not fail of being alarmed at her 
great preparations by fea and Jand. He 
complained, that mesfures had been taken 
at her Court in favour of the Pretender ; 

that 
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that bis repeated inftances for eftablithing 
a lafting friénditip with the Crown of 
Ruflia, had been treated with negle&t; and 
that he had drdeted his Admiral to pre- 
vent her thips froth coming’ out of her har- 
Bours, fiould the perfitt ih her refolution, 
to exécute the defigns fhe had projected. 
The Czarina, in her ahfwer to the King, 
expréfied her furprife, that fhe had not 
received his Majefty’s letter until his fleet 
Was at anchor before Revel, fince it would 
fave been more agreeable to the cuftom efta- 
Blified among Sovereigns, and to the am'tv 
which had fo long fubfifted between her 
kingdoms and Great Britsin, to expoftu- 
Jate with her on her armament, and ex- 
pect her anfwer before he had proceeded 
to furchi an offenfivé méaftiré. ‘She affured 
Kim, that nothing was farther from her 
thoughts than any deéfigns to difturb the 
peace of the North; and with regard to 
the Pretender, it was a frivolous accufa- 
tion, which had been frequently ufed as a 
pretext to cover all the unkind tteps lately 
taken againit the Ruffian empive. Sir 
Charles Wager continuéd in his ftation 
until he received certain intelligence, that 
the Ruffian gallies weve laid up in their 
winter harbour: and then he returned to 
England. 

King George, that he might not feem 
to convert all his attention to the affairs 
of the North, had equipped two other 
fquadrons ; one of which was deftined 
for the Weft-Indies, under Admiral Hofier. 
The other, conduéted by Sir John Jen- 
nings, having on board a body of land- 
forces, failed from St. Helen’s, on the 
2oth of July, entered the bay of St. An- 
tonio; then vifited Lifbon, whence he di- 
reéted his courfe to the bay of Bulls near 
Cadiz, and cruifed off Cape St. Mary’s, 
fo as to alarm the coaft of Spain, and fill 
Madrid with confternation. Yet he com- 
hfitted no a& of hoftility ; but was treated 
with t civility by the Spanith Gover- 
nor of Cadiz, who fupplied him with re- 
frefhments. Rear-admiral Hofier, with 
feven fhips of war, had failed in April for 
the Spanith Welt-Indies, with inftruétions 
to block up the galleons in the ports of 
that country; or, fhould they prefume to 
come out, to feize ard’bring them to Eng- 
land. Before his arrival at Baftimentos 
near Porto-Bello, the treafure, coniifting 
of above fix millions fterling, hdd been 
unloaded and carried back to Panama, in 
wager of an order fent by an advice 

oat, which had the ftart of Hofier. This 
Admiral lay inaftive on that ftation, until 
he beca:ne the jeft of the Spaitiards. He 
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returtied to Jamaica, where he found means 
to remforce fils crew: then he ftood over 
to Carthagena. The Spaniards had by 
this feized the Englith South-Sea thip at 
La Vera Cruz, together with all the véfs 
fels and cffeéts belongiitg: to thar Com-s 
pany. Hotier in van demanded reftitus 
tis’: he tock fone Spaniflt thips by way 
of reprifal, and conunved cruizing in thoft 
feas unti! the greater part OF his men pes 
riffied depiorably by the diféafes of that tne 
healthy climate; and his fliips were to= 
tally cuined by the worths. This brave 
officer being reftriéted by his orders from 
obeying the diftates of his coutage 5. feein 
his tell olficers and men daily feet off by 
an outrageous diftemper, arid his fhips ex- 
pof-d fo inevitable dettru&tion, is faid to 
have died of a brokén heart; while the 
people of England loadly clamotred againft 
this unfortunate expedition, in which fo 
many lives were thrown away, and {@ 
much money expended without. the leaft 
advantage to the nation. It feems to have 
been a mean pyratical {cheme to rob Spain 
of its expected treafure, év°n while a peace 
fublitted between the two nations. The 
Miniftry of Great Britain indeed alledged, 
that the Spanifh King had éntered into 
enzagements in favour of the Pretender. 
The Dukes of Ormond and Whartot, 
and the Earl Marifchal, were certainly at 
Madrid ; and the Duke de Ripperda, now 
Prime Minifter of Spain, dropped forne 
expreffions to the Englith Extvoy, that‘ime 
plied fome fuch defign, which, however, the 
Court of Madrid pofitively denied. Rip» 
rda, as a foreigner, fell a facrifice to 
Pealouty of the Spanith Miniftry. He was 
fuddenly difmiffed from his employments, 
witha penfion of three thoufand piftole’. He 
forthwith took refuge in the houle of Van 
dermeer, the Dutch Ambaflador, who was 
unwilling to be troubled with fuch a gueft, 
He therefore conveyed him in his coach to 
the houfe of Colonel Stanhope, the Britith 
Minifter, whofe protection he craved and 
obtained.’ Neverthelefs, he was drageed 
from thence by force, and committed pri- 
foner to the caftle of Segovia. He afer 
wards miade his efcape, and fheltered him- 
felf in England, from the refentment of 
his Catholic Majefty. Colonel Stanhope. 
complained of this violation of the law of 
nations, which the Spanifh Minifters en- 
deavoured to excufe. M-morials and 
letters paffed between the two Courts, and 
every thing tended to a ruptue. The 
King of Spain purchafed hips of war; 
began to make preparations for fome im- 
portant undertaking ; and affembled an 
army 
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their a&t fhould be approved and ratified 
by the King of Great Britain, the Moft 
Chriftian King, and the pg | of Pruffia i 


army of twenty thoufand men at St. Roch, 
en pretence of rebuilding the old caftle of 
Gibraltar. Mean while the States-gene- 
ral and the King of Sweden acceeded to the 
treaty of Hanover: but the King of 
Pruffia, though his Majefty’s fon-in-law, 
was detached from the alliance by the 
&mperor, with whom he contraéted new 
‘engagements. 

Onthe 17th of Jan. 1726, the Parliament 
was opened with a long {peech, import- 
ang, That the wet d harps ions 
of tie Emperor and King of Spain, and 
the fecret offenfive alliances concluded be- 
tween them, had laid the foundations of 
a moft formidable power: that they were 
direétly levelled againft the mott valuable 
interefts of the Englith nation, which muft 
either give up Gibraltar to Spain, and ac- 
quiefce in the Emperor’s ufurped exercife of 
commerce, or refolve vigoroufly to defend 
their undoubted rights againft thofe reci- 
procal engagements contracted in violation 
of all national faith, and the moft folemn 
treaties. He affured them, that one of 
thofe fecret articles was, the placing the 
Pretender-on the throne of Great Britain ; 
and another, the conqueft of Gibraltar and 
Portmahon. He affirmed, that thofe com- 
binations extended themfelves into Ruffia ; 
and that the Englith fleet feafonably pre- 
vented fuch defigns as would have opened 
a way to the mvafion of thefe kingdoms. 
He exhorted the Commons to grant ‘fuch 
fupplies as fhould be neceflary for the de- 


fence of their country, and for making. 


ood his engagements with the allies of 

jreat Britain. He told them, that the 
King of Spain had ordered his Minitter 
refiding in England to quit the kingdom ; 
and that he fad left a memorial, little fhort 
of a declaration, in which he infified ypon 
the reftitution of Gibraltar. —Addrefles of 
thanks were voted by both Houfes; yet 
not without oppofition from a Minority, 
which was far from being formidable, 
though headed by chiefs of uncommon 
talents and refolution. The Commons 
‘voted 20,000 feamen, and 23,383 for the 
Jand fervice; and to defray the extraor- 
dinary expenfe, a land-tax of four fhillings 
in the pound -was granted. j 

The Houfe of Lords having taken into 
confideration the letters and memozvials be- 
tween the Minifters of Great Britain, 
France and Spain, and the papers relarigg 
to the acceffion of the States-general to 
the treaty of Hanover ; a warm debate en- 
fued. The Lord Bathurft took notice, 
that the acceflion of the States-general to 
the tveaty,, was upon condition, that this 


but that the Minifter of his Pruffian Ma- 
jefty had refufed to fign the aét of accef- 
fion, which was therefore of no effect: 
that if the Court of France fhould, fog’ 
the fame reafon, think itlelf difengaged 
from the Hanover alliance, Britain alone 
would be obliged to bear the burden of 
an expenfive war againft two of the greateft 
Potentates of Europe. He faid he could 
not fee any juft reafon for a rupture with 
Spain : that indeed the Duke de Ripperda 
might have dropped fome indilcreet ex- 
preffions : he was known to be 4. man of 
a violent temper; and he had been fo 
lemnly difavowed by his Catholic Ma~ 
jefty: that in the memorial left by the 
Spanifh Ambaflador, he imputed the viow 
lent Rate of affairs between the two Crowna 
to the Minitters of England; and men» 
tioned a pofitive promife made by the King 
of Great Britain for the refitution of 
Gibraltar: that methods .of accommodas 
tion might be tried before the kingdom 
engaged in a war which mutt be attended 
with dangerous confequences; that the 
nation was loaded with a debt of fifty 
millions; and, in order to maintain fuch 
a war, would be, obliged to raifé feven 
millions yearly ; an annual fum by which 
the people would foon be exhaufted. He 
obferved, that in fome papers laid before 
the Houfe, mention was made of great fums 
diftributed in divers places, to bring ces 
tain meafures to bear. He declared, that 
for his own part, he had touched neither 
Spanith nor Englith gold ; he was neithes 
a Spaniard nor a Frenchman, but a trug 
Englifhman, and fo long as he had the 
honour to {it in that Houfe, he would fpeak 
and act for the good of his country. He 
therefore defived their Lordthips ferioutly 
to confider the matter before them, which 
was of the jaft confequence and impor- 
tance to the whole nation. He faid, no- 
thing could be gained by the war fhould 
it prove fuccefsful, and every thing would 
be loft fhould it be unprofperous. He 
was anfwered by Lord Townfhend, who 
affirmed, that his Majeity had received 
pofitive and certain re with res 
ipeét to the fecret article of alliance between 
the Courts of Vienna and Madrid, in fa- 
vour of the Pretender, though the fefety 
of the ftate did not permit him to lay thefe 
advices before the Parliament. After much 
altercation, the majority refolved, that the 
meafures Ais Maijefty had thought fit to 
take, were honouyable, jul, and neceflary, 
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for preventing the execution of the dan- 
us- engagements entered into in fa- 


_vour of the Pretender; for preferving the 


dominions belonging to the Crown of 
Great Britain by folemn treaties, and par- 
ticularly thf of Gibraltar and the ifland 


of Minorca; and for maintaining to his 


people their moft valuable rights and pri- 
vileges of commerce, and the peace and 
tranquillity of Europe. Seventeen Lords 
entered a. proteft againft this refolution. 
Difputes of the fame nature arofe from the 
fame fubjeét in the Lower Houfe. Lord 
Townfhend had affirmed in the Houfe of 
Peers, that no promife of reftoring Gibral - 
tar had been made: Sir Robert Walpolz 
owned fuch a promife in the Houk of 


Commons: a motion was made for an 


Addrefs, defiring thefe engagements might 
be laid before the Houfe : another Mem- 
ber moved for a copy of the memorial 
prefented by Mr, Poyntz to the King of 
Sweden, and for the fecret offenfive article 
between the Courts of Vienna and Madrid : 
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a third motion was made to Addrefs the 
King for fuch memorials and reprefenta- 
tions from the Courts of Sweden and 
Denmark, as induced him, in the courfe 
of the preceding year, to fend a fquadroa 
to the Baltic. In the account of the 
money granted for the fervice of the laft 
year, there was an article of 125,000]. 
charged in general terms, as iffued out 
for other engagements and expenfes, over 
and above fuch as were fpecified, My. 
Pulteney moved for an Addrefs on this 
fubje&t ; but each of thefe motions was 
rejected on a divifion; and. the Majority , 
concurred in an Addrefs of thanks to his 
Majefty, for the great wifdom of his con- 
duét. ‘They exprefled the moft implicit 
confidence in his goodnefs and difcretion ; 
they promifed to fupport him in all fach 
further meafures as he fhould find necef- 
fary for preventing a rupture; and for the 
honour and advantage of thefe kingdoms. 
[To be concluded in our next.] 


ADELA and THEopoRE; or, LetTERs ot EpucaTion: 
Continued from Page 242, of our laff Magazine. 


THE CONTENTS. 
Sequel of the extraordinary Hittory of Monfieur and Madame de LaGarars. 


Continuation of LETTER XLI. 


From the Baron d AL MANE to the 
Vifcount de LIMOURS. 


*I HAVE fpent the greateft part of 
my life,’ faid Monfieur de Lagaraye, ¢ in 
the turbulent pleafures of diffipation. Born 
to a confiderable eftate, my education had 
been’ much negleéted; and mafter of my 
liberty at five-and-twenty, I knew not 
how to. empioy my time, nor to find one 
internal fource of fatisfaction. I fought 
happinefs, therefore, in the charms of 
novelty, in the moft trifling and frivolous 
amufements. My heart was cold, or I 
fhould rather fay, its natural fenfibility 
was deadened by this kind of life. My 


-imagination, however, was inflamed, and 


I ftill wandered in fantaftic and illufory 
purfuits. I panted for felicity; but hav- 
ing no idea of that pure and tranquil life, 

m which alone true felicity cam {pring, 

defpifed all the advantages I poticiled, 
to fearch for thofe which were imaginary. 
At length, my eyes began to be opened. 
Wearied= and difguited iff every fcene; 
having never taited the fweets of enjoy- 
ment ; and fenfible of fatiety without hav- 
ing experienced ahe tumultuous tran{perts 


that commonly precede it, I gained*no- 
thing from fo many i!lufions, but a diftref- 
fing remembrance of the paft, and 4 wretch- 
ed anxiety for the future. I ftri€tly ex- 
amined my heart; I found it not devoid 
of fenfibility ; and 1 perceived, at Iaft, that 
in order to realize happinefs, it was my 
heart alone I fhould confult. A new world 
feemed to sife to my view, Unhappy and 
felfith till this moment, I went precipi- 
tately from one extreme to another. To 
love, and to live only for the dear obje&ts 
of my love, was the plan of happinefs I 
formed. I was a father: I indulged all 
the fenfations of delight, that are fo natu- 
ral to the parental bofom. I doated on 
my daughter : I was unfpeakably happy. 
My happinels, however, was productive 
of anxieties and apprehenfions to which [ 
had hitherto been a ftranger, Even in 
the very moments, when my daughter, by 
the endearing charms of her virtuous and 
aff-tionate deportment, filled my whole 
heart with the moft exquifite fatisfaGtion, 
a dregdful thought, tho’ indiftin& and mo- 
mentary, would embitter all my joy. The 
idea that this dear objeSt might be torn 
from me - -.- that accident, ind'fpohitien, 
that one fatal moment might dettroy my 
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prefent felicity, and all my fondeft hopes 
--- this diftrating reflection would har- 
row up my foul, and haunt me in my 
happieft hours."—Here M. de Lagaraye 
paufed; obferving, no doubt, that Ma- 
dame-d’Almane, whofe eyes were fixed on 
Adela, could not refrain from tears. Af- 
ter a fhort filence, he thus proceeded: ¢ In 
the mean time, my ideas, unfolding by 
degrees, were fenfinly enlarged. I was 
defirous of, ditfufing happinefs around ; 
and I experienced, at firft, the inexpref- 
fible pleafuyes that arife from the indul- 
gence of a benevolent ve ~ But 
the impoffibility of difpenfing relief to the 
full extent of my wifhes, foon excited the 
moft bitter reflections on that Iuxury and 
vanity, which deprive fuffering humanity 
of the affiftance it implores. Such was 
my fituation, when a fatal and unexpected 


event, by robbing me of my fondeft hopes, 


‘ Too flattering fweet to be fubstantial,* 


effe&ed a total change in my ideas. My 
daughter, whofe ripening charms, whofe 
angelic ‘virtues, juft fied our tehderelt af- 
fection - - - that dear child, the lovely ob- 
ject of al] our cares and all out hopes, was 
feized in the midit of an entertainment on 
her birth-day - - - as if ttruck by thunder, 
fhe funk, the expired in our arms. Ima- 
gine, if poflible, the univerfal confterna- 
tion. While we haftened round the corpfe 
of the innocent victim, we could ftill hear 
the fongs. and acclamations of the crowd 
without,” whom we had invited to the 
feltival. Dreadful contraft! which ren- 
dered this fad event {till more awful and 
deplorable ! 

© Recovered from that firft - dejettion 
which violent grief produces, I began to 
litten to new refle&tions: ‘ Alas,” thought 
I, to what has that fenfibility which I 
ehsrifhed, which I valued fo ‘much, to 
what has it brought me! A moment, a 
fingle moment, can deftroy all the hap- 
pinefs it gives. And yet, without it, what 
1s life but acold and irkfome vegetation ! 
There can be no real good but that which 
the heart can relith. But to fix our hearts 
on a fingle objeét, to make all our hap- 
pinefs dependent on it, is to expofe our- 
felves to calamities, of which the imagi- 
nation only is infupportable. It is ovr 
duty to love - - itis our duty to do good 
- - - but why centre our fenfibility on one 
or two frail and perifhable beings ? Come, 
univerfal benevolence, that virtuous fen- 
timent which animates the good man! By 
cherifhing and ftrengthening this fublime 
p-ilion in his heart, he prepares thofs con- 
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folations for himfelf, which ean enable hire 
to bear up under the fevereft woes, whith 
his own private affeétions can engender. 
He will weep over his departed friends’; 
but he will not yield to the fuggeftions of 
defpair. He will not think himfelf for- 
lorn, while fo many unfortunate beings 
exift, whom he has it in his power to re- 


‘lieve. Shall my life be a burthen to me, 


when I can offer a foftering hand to the 


‘forfaken orphan; when I ean raife the 


drooping courage of fed Virtue; 
relcbe ffetn imitety, ouilh ‘anid death, the 
wretches abafidoned without hope, and 
without refources, to defpait ; and con- 
vert their horrid deftinies into ferene and 
happy days? While F can run’ a ufeful 


‘and glorious career, fhall my felfifh heart, 


by indulging vain regret, wafte in melan- 
choly and defpondence, the remnant of a 
weak and blameable’ fenfibility?’ O my 
daughter, thou art no more! T fhall never 
more hear thy dear voice give-me the fweet 
name of father! My ‘eyes thall’ no more 
enjoy the delight of feeing thee! I fhall 
never ‘nore prefs thee to my bofom - - - 
this. diftraéted bofom. that received thy 
laft hgh! Fhou art torn ~ - - thou art 
torn from-me for ever !— But my heart is 
ftill left me: I can ftill confult it: I can 
yet be happy.‘ I hail hear the uffor- 
tunate bleis me: my hand fhall wipe away 
their tears - + + fall dry up'their fource + - - 
and how delicious. to. my foul wall be their 
expreflions of gratitude and joy }’— From 
thefe falutary refletions I foon derived con- 
folation : my foul, emerging from its fatal 
dejection, regained its wonted energy : my 
imagination, kindling‘by degrees, a kind 
of enthufiafm blended its virtuous impulfe 
with the diétates of Reafon ; ahd, at laft, I 
formed the plan of devoting myflf to thole 
facred duties, ‘which have fince ‘comfttituted 
the fole happmefs of my life. En order to 
execute the plan I meditated, it was not 
fufficient to renounce the world, with all 
its luxury ‘awd vanity: it became necef- 
fary alfo to forget myfelf, and‘to be fo 
abjolutely_out of tie queftion in the dif- 
polal of a fplendid fortune, as to ‘be able 
to devote the whole of it to the noble 
wifhes I had formed. I was defirous to 
confecrate all my time dnd thoughts to 
fuffering humanity, and to be the legif- 
lator of a happy republic founded by my 
beneficence. ilated with the idea of fuch 
a fingular project, I was not infenfible, at 
firtt, to the glory with which it flattered 
me. I thought the facrifices I was to 
make were great; and perhaps a little 
pride, mingling with my enthufiafm, might 
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fonfirtn me in my refolution. Affured of 
the heart of Madame de Lagaraye, and 
knowing her love for Virtue, and for what- 
ever bears its heavenly impreffion, I com- 
municated my ideas to her; and her noble 
and fuiceptible foul inttantly acquiefced in 
them with tranfport. We foon ft out 
for. Montpellier, after having written to 
ovr family and friends, to inform them 
of our ixrevocable refolution. You know 
the reft; and L have nothing more to com- 
municate but the prefent fentuments of my 
heart. In {peculation, I had imagined that 
my plans would coft me the moft fevere 
and painful facrifices ; and, without doubt, 
the pride I have mentioned contributed not 
a little to enable me to fupport the idea. 
ZI am not afhamed to confeis, that I was 
flattered more by the profpect of glory 
than of happinefs. _ But in beneficent ac- 
tions there is an inexhauftible {pring of 
pure felicity, which it is not eafy to con- 
ceive, but which I ‘infenfibly experienced. 
Deeply engaged in the neceflary cares of 
agriculture, my manufaétories, my people, 
and my patients, thefe interefting objedis 
foon engrofled every affeétion of my foul. 
I forgot the world, and the empty am- 
bition of its applaufe. I direSted my views 
to that Supreme Judge, who alone can 
eftimate the merit of human aétions. I 
might even imagine, that fome of mine 
were an homage not unacceptable to Him. 
This thought sexalting me, as it were, 
above the earth, rendered me infenfible to 
the deceitful allurements of reftlefe vanity ; 
and I was convinced, that Religion alone 
could infpire me with refolution to perfe- 
vere with joy, in the enterprife I had at- 
tempted. But how fhall I defcribe the 
happinefs, almoft without alloy, which I 
have experienced for ten years pait? I 
can give you but a very imperfeét idea of 
it. Conceive it, if poffible, by a reca- 
itulation of what I had done. I will 

gin with my manufaétories. As there 
is no trade whatever that may not be 
learned in three years, I have already {een 
my manufacturers renewed near four times : 
by tripling this number only, you will 
have three hundred. The produce of my 
manufaétories is either confumed in the 
hofpita's, or fold, and the profits added 
to my revenue. I have employed, in the 
improvement of my lands, or in different 
erections, about two hundred and eighty 
workmen. Add to thefe near fixty fo- 
reigners received and fettled at Lagaraye 
during eleven years, The ftewards, nurfes, 
and fervants of my hofpitals amount to 
feventy. I have kept an exact account of 


FOR DECEMBER, 1784. 315 


alt my recovered patients to this day. The 
number of thele is nearly gooo, including 
my patients in an hofpital for inoculation, 
which I have not mentioned, and which 
is three quarters of a mile off. Thefe 
numbers united make 4.total of g710. I 
was at firft involved in very confiderable 
expenfes; but the fale of all our furni- 
ture, plate, jewels, trinkets, wardrobe, 
&c. produced the money neceffary to de- 
fray them; and in ten years my revenue 
has been augmented by more than a third. 
I am fifty-feven years old: I may hope to 
live ten years longer, and then it will 
be neceflary almoft to double the calcu- 
lation I have juft. made, and which is far 
from being exaggerated. If I veach feventy- 
feven years, it will be tripled. How much 
does this confideration make me in love 
with life! I have multiplied the ties which 
attach me to the world ; and I cannot look 
forward without concern to the fatal mo- 
ment, when fuch numbers will lofe their 
only fupport in me. ’ 

‘I owe to my heirs the eftate which I 
have inherited from my anceftors. I think 
myfelf entitled to difpofe of the acquif- 
tions I have made by my own manage- 
ment; but thefe are not fufficient to fup- 
port all the eftablifhments I have formed. 
Befides, to commit the government of hof- 
pitals to interefted perfons, is commouly 
attended with lefs benefit to the poor, than 
to the truftees themfelves. , I only ordey, 
by my will, that the patients in the ho- 
fpitals fhall be taken care of till they are 
cured ; and that a certain {um of money 
bé given them when difchanged. With 
refpeét to the apprentices to my manu- 
facturers, I order that they fhall be per- 
mitted to ferve out their time. I make an 
adequate provifion for fome perfons who 
have faithfullv ferved me, and the rett I 
leave to Providence. I have nothing more 
worthy your attention, but fome particu- 
lars re(pecting my people. In giving them 
eafe and happinefs, I require of them, in 
return, the love of induftry, peace, and 
good order. I. fettle the difputes which 
neceffarily arife in large communities ; and 
my decifions have ever been refpetted and 
obeyed. Irregularity of every kind I 1e- 
buke feverely ; and idlenefs I never tole- 
rate. Even their amufements I with to be 
aétive and manly. We have inns .in 
Lagaraye, but not one alehoufe; that is, 
no houfé open to the idle and intemperate. 
Travellers are entertained in them ; but 
clubs are ftriétly forbidden ; and whoeyer 
thould infringe this law, by receiving the 
inhabitants, and ferving them with wre, 
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would be obliged to leave the place. On 
Sundays and holidays the young folks 
amufe themfelves with various games, fuch 
as battledoor and fhuttlecock, flinging of 
ftones, pall-mall,.&c. but on the exprefs 
condition not to play for money. Wine 
and cyder are provided at my expenfe, and 
feated often amongft theold men, I am 
happy to be a fpeétator of thefe fports. 
Archery alfo is one of the amufements I 
have introduced; and I give an annual 
prize to the moft fkilful youth. In the 
village are two large {pots appropriated to 
thefe diverfions, where feats are placed 
under fhady trees, in the form of an am- 
phitheatre. The old men take the firft 
row, and behind them are feated their 
wives, with the young lafles and children. 
I have prohibited dancing and mufic; 
and this feverity, which may perhaps ap- 
pear unreafonable, has much contributed 
to perfeét that purity of mannérs which I 
have been fo anxious to cultivate. “Fhe 
young men do not affociate with the girls ; 
they are not prefent at their amufements ; 
and, in ¢ourfe, there can be no improper 
familiarities between them. Sometimes 
the young women dance in a rifg, to the 
found of their own voices; they fing an- 
cient ballads ; and they are prefent at the 
public games. Thefe are their pleafures ; 
they know no other; nor have they an 
idea that any can exift, that are more 
delightful. Thad great difficulty to bring 
them to this degree of innocence and fim- 
plicity. It was neceffary to reform the 
rnarncrs of vulgar pealants, befotted by 
idlenefs, poverty, and debauchery. By 
dint of patience and perfeverance, of ex- 
hortations and kin@hels, I was infenfibly 
gunning ~y end, when Madame de Laga- 
raye fuggefied a more {peedy and effica- 
cious incentive, that of emulation; which 
is no other than a defire cf diftinétion, a 
fentiment to be found in every heart, in 
every fituation, and which conduéting to 
virtue, can fometimes fupply its place. 
Madame de Lagaraye, convinced with juf- 
tice, that purity of manners would ever 
reign in well-regulated families, propofed 
to me, about fevén years ago, to give an 
annual prize to fuch as fhould ditinguifh 
themfelves as good fathers and good mo- 
thers. A woman ganed the firit prize, 
which was a filver medal and three hun- 
aired livres.* A man was the next fuc- 
cefsful candidate; and every year it has 
thus ¢ontinucd alternately, ‘The ceremony 
of prefenting the prize is performed with a 


degree of pomp and decorum, quite adapted 
te the occafion ; and you cannot imagine 
what a fudden and wonderful tevolution 
this eftablifhment produced. From this 
moment the alehoufes were no longer re- 
gretted: hufbands and wives were affidu- 
ous in their refpective duties : their chil- 
dren now became their care: they enjoyed 
the unfpeakable pleafures of parental ten- 
dernefs ¢ intent to give them good exam- 
ples, they were reformed thémfelves, while 
they were inftructing them : they merited 
and received all the returns of filial ten- 
dernefs and refpeét : and, while they were 
thus difcharging thé moft facred and de- 
lightful duties, they found, at laft, their 
happinefs at home.’"—Thus, my dear Vif- 
count, did M. de Lagaraye open to us 
his heart, intoxicated, as it were, with 
the love of goodnefs. I had no longer 
any doubts. I was now as perteétly ac+ 
quainted as himfelf with his fentiments 
and the fituation of his heart; and, from 
the whole, I could not but infer, that he 
was the moit aftonifhing, the moft admi- 
rable, and the moft happy man on earth. 
Why fhould fuch a man be born in a rank 
of life, in which he could only difplay a 
model, in miniature, of all the moral and 
legiflative virtues? An Alexander, after 
having defolated and fubdued the world, 
fhould have left it in fuch worthy hands. 
What delightful days of peace and felicity 
would Hiftory have tranfmitted to us! We 
fhould have formed, at leaft, an idea of 
perfeétion, and been affured of its reality. 
But, on the other hand, a difference of cir- 
cumftances, perhaps, had made M. de Laga- 
raye a different man. The évents which 
he related to us, and which in{pir®d him 
with fuch an accumulating fucceflion of 
ideas, were neceffary to exalt him to-fuch 
a degree of perfeétion: Although his foul 
was fufteptible of powerful impreffions, 
it does not appear that he was ever in love. 
That period of life when the paffions are 
moft impetuous, he fpent in excefs of 
gaiety and diffipation. He therefore could 
not have formed any particular attach- 
ment ; and when that time was over, his 
heart was affected by other fentiments. 
But let us fuppofe that he had paffionately 
loved his wife; that their union had never 
been difturbed by any misfortune; and that- 
his daughter were ftill living; he would, 
no doubt, have been a faithful and affec- 
tionate hufband; an excellent father; at- 
tentive to the care of his family, his for+ 
tune, and preferment; beloved and eftecmed 
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by his friends and acquaintance; but he 
would not have been M. de Lagaraye. 
Can we be aftonifhed then that great men 
are fo uncommon ? Genius, profound and 
jutt defigns, an enlarged and cultivated 
underftanding, and a happy combination 
of all the virtues, thefe would produce 
nothing truly ufeful, without a fortunate 
concurrence of circumftances, and the ad- 
vantages of rank and fortune.—This, my 
dear Vifcount,-is the Hittory I promifed, 
which I am‘ perfuaded will make a deep 
impreffion on your mind. For my part, 
I aflure you, that Lagaraye will be ever 
prefent to mine.—Adiev. I thall write 
to you again on Friday. On Saturday 
we fet out for Breft, where we thall ftay 
fome time. 


EET TRR TH, 
From the SAME to the SAME. 


WE fet out in an hour, and fhall fleep 
at****, Ourchildren are quite unhappy 
at leaving Lagaraye. My fon, this morn- 
ing, expreffing his grief to me on the oc- 
cafion, I faid to him, * Cherifh this ad- 
miiation, which does you honour. Never 
forget this great man; and when you re- 
colle&t his exalted virtue, remember at the 
fame time, that Religion and Piety only 
can lead the mind to this perfeét difte- 
gard of felf. A noble pride, the love of 
fame, will often be produétive of great 
things : benevolence and compaffion may 
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ftimulate to good aftions; but never can 
the paflions, or the mere fnggeftions of 
humanity, exalt the mind to fuch a de- 
gree of heroifin and perfection. Inftin& 
will teach one to expofe his life, to fave 
that of a-fellow creature; but there is 
fomething fupernatural in devoting our- 
felves for ever to the duties, which M. de 
Lagaraye has impofed upon himfelf. Marr 
is born good: his firit inclinations are 
ever warm and generous: but they are 
foon cooled by refleétion, and become 
felfithh. Asa finite and imperfeé&t being, 
he is neceffarily inconfiftent. Religion 
only can infpire him with the permanent 
love of virtue, and perfeverance in well- 
doing. Ina word, my Theodore, if ever 
you hear Religion contemptuoufly men- 
tioned, remember M. de Lagaraye, and 
all that you have feen in this charming 
place.” 

We dined to-day with M. de Lagaraye, 
and, on taking leave of him, Adela and 
Theodore could not refrain from tears. 
For mypart, I affure you, that I leave 
him with inexpreflible regret. I know 
not how to quit thefe happy fcenes, where 
the benevolent genius of a fingle man has 
reftoved the golden age, where at every 
ftep we meet the charaéters of poodnefs and 
virtue, and the bleft abodes of innocence 
and peace.—Adieu, my dear Vifcount; 
my fellow-travellers are waiting for me. 
Adieu. 

[ To be continued. } 


Sorrows of WERTER. 


To the Ep1itor of th UnivERSAL MAGAZINE. 


SIR, 


DO not recolle& having noticed in 

your valuable Mifcellany any obfer- 
vations on a Jate popular publication, en- 
titled, « The Sorrows of Werter.” I have 
been fo much affected by the perufal of it, 
and by an event to which it.has in fome 
meafure been acceflary, that I cannot help 
offering a few remarks on a compofition 
evidently of the moft dangerous and fatal 
tendency. The ftyle is animated and af- 
fe&ing, and cannot fail deeply to intereft 
every fulceptible and feeling, heart: but 
where the reader is unfortunately poffeffed 
of a warm and glowing imagination —ar- 
dent and energetic fentiments, without an 
equal fhare of judgment, and real re&titude 
ot principle, and, if added to thefe difpofi- 
tions, he fhou!d have experienced unfor- 
tunate viciffitudes of life, (as is but too 
prebable) which may have tinétured hie 


-‘mind with gloomy and defponding ideas 


fatal indeed may be the intereft he takes in 
* The Sorrows of Werter,’ and the effets 
which his fpecious apologies for fuicide 
may have on his imagination. A very 
recent inftance exemplifies what I mean to 
exprefs. A few weeks ago our public 
papers gave an account of a young lady 
of reputable family who had rafhly put a 
period to her own ex:fence; and im the 
apartment where this fatal cataftrophe took 
place, was found ‘ The Sorrows of Werter® 
opened in a page containing fophiftical rea- 
fonings in favour of the unnatural and 
impious practice of felf-dettruction, Alas ! 
how fevere ought to be the remorfe of that 
Author, who inftead of employing the 
abilities and genius which his Creator has 
given him, in enlightening the underftand- 
ing, and amending the hearts of his fellow 
creatures, proftitutes his pen for the pur- 
poles of Vice and tie embellishment of 
Error, 
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Error,: and ptefents to them a {weet and 
fubtle poifon, whofe pernicious tendency 
muit at leaft debilitate, if not deftroy, the 
weak and fufceptible mind. While pe- 
rufing ‘ The Sorrows of Werter,’ its rapid 
and glowing ftyle {trikes the imagination, 
and irrefiftibly engages the attention; but 
when this tumult of the fenfes fubfides, 
and we calmly refle& on the events by 
which we have fuffered ourfelves to be 
agitated, we blufh to find we have been 
affeSted by the extravagant and faftidious 
diftvefles of a madman, made up of pride, 
€aprice, and paffion, full of erroneous fen- 
timents and real vices flightly varnifhed 
over by fuperficial and fanciful perfeétions 
— indulging without reftraint an impetuous 
and criminal attachment from which he 
yoakes no efforts to free himfelf ; con- 
fuming the feafon for aétive life in ener- 
vating indolence; reafoning on fanciful 
and abfurd grounds, arguments without 
foundation which a child might confute, 
jultifying and allowing himieif in flights 
of impetuous and yiolent.paffions, by 
which he is for ever on the brink of the 
moft fatal and cruel outrages—yet this 
man fo weak, fo criminal, dignifies his 
excefles by the names of fentiment, deli- 
cacy, and tendernefs, and facrilegioufly 
talks of entering with a pure heart into 
the prefence of his Creator, while delibe- 
yately arraigning his difpenfations, and 
contemning his power, by refolving to 
terminate his own exiftence, and rufh un- 
called for to his awful tribunal. —I cannot 
conclude thefe few imperfeét obfervations 
more fuitably than by inferting fome fianzas 
from Dr. Warton’s admirable Ode on this 
fubject. 

Affecting to defend the fuicide, he thus 
elegantly exprefles himfelf 
Ah! from the Mufe that bofom mild, 


By treacherous magic was beguil’d 
To ftrike the deathful blow ; 
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She fill'd his foft ingenuous mind ==} 

With many a feeling too refin’d, 

And rous’d to livelier pangs his wakeful 
fenfe of woe. 


Then with not o'er his earthly tomb 

The baleful night fhades lucid bloom, 

To drop its deadly dew ; 

Nor oh forbid the twifted thorn 

That rudely binds his turf forlorn, 

With Spring's green {welling buds to vege. 
tate anew. 


What tho’ refus’d each chanted rite, 

Here viewle{s mourners fhall delight 

To touch the fhadowy thell ; 

And Petrarch’s harp that wept the doom 

Of Laura loit in early bloom, 

In —— _ fhall ring his penfive 
knell. 


When thus fublimely in the conclud- 
ing part of the Poem, he contrafts this 
falfe but beautifully poetic reafoning. 


Forbear, fond bard, the partial praife, 

Nor thus for guilt in fpecious lays 

The wreath of glory twine ; 

In vain with hues of gorgeous glow 

Gay Fancy gives her velt to flow, 

Unlefs Truth’s matron hand the floating 
folds confine. 


Juft Heav’n man’s fortitude to prove, 
Permits thro’ life at large to rove 
The tribes ef hetl-born woe ; 
Yet the fame Power that wilely fends 
Life’s fierceft ills, indulgent lends 
Religion’s golden fhield to break th’ em- 
battled foe. 
Vain man, “tis Heav’ns prerogative 
To take what firft it deign’d to give 
Thy tributary breath ; 
In awful expeétation plac’d, 
Await thy doom, nor impious hafte 
To pluck from God’s right hand his in- 
ftruments of Death. 
M. Hays. 


Authentic Account of the Fudgment of the Court of King’s Bench, in the 
Cafe of the King againf{ ATKINSON. 


A T a quarter after ten o'clock on Sa- 
turday morning (Noy. 27) Lord 
Mansfield, Judge Athurit, and Judge 
Buller, being feated on the Bench, Mr. 
Hill, the Deputy Marfhal brought forward 
the prifoner, who ftanding before the Court, 
Mr. Judge Afhhurit addrefled him as 
tollows : 

Chriftopher Atkinfon, you have been 
convicted upon evidence which was fatis- 
factory to ue Court and Jury, of wilful 


and corrupt perjury, in an affidavit which 
you made in this Court, upon a motion 
for an information againit William Bennet, 
for a fuppofed libel publifhed by him, 
charging you with fome frauds committed 
by you in your bufinefs as a Cornfaétor to 
the Commiffioners of the Viétualing Office. 
It may be proper to ftate the precile 
wofds of your affidavit, which are thee :— 
€ You fwear that in the tranfaétions you 
have had with the Commiffione:s as their 
Cornfacior, 
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Cornfa&tor, you have charged them the 
afual price of 6d. per quarter, and no more, 
for all malt and grain fupplied by you; 
and that you never did, at any time during 
yout tranfaétions with the faid Commil- 
fioners, charge them more than the ufual 
commiffion of 6d. per quarter, beyond the 
price you aétually paid for the fame when 

rchafed by you, for the faid Commif- 
Se as their Cornfaétor.” 

Upon this affidavit there were nine affign- 
ments of perjury, and the Jury have found 
you guilty of fix of them; namely, the 
fecond, third, fourth, fifth, feventh, and 
ninth counts. 

I will briefly ftate the fubftance of each 

of them. The fecond count charges ‘you 
with purchafing a quantity of malt, from 
Robert Mitton, at 26s. 6d. per quarter, 
end charging it to the Commiflioners at 
298. 6d. 
* The third count charges you with pur- 
chafing a quantity of malt from Thomas 
Gray, at 26s. per quarter, which you 
charged at 29s. 6d. 

The fourth count refpe&ts the tranfa€tion 
of purchafing a quantity of malt of Wm. 
Adams, wherein. including fraght and 
lighterage, it alleges an overcharge of 4s. 
per quarter upon every quarter purchafed 
of him. 
The fifth refpetts the tranfaétion of pur- 
chafing another quantity of Wm. Adams, 
for which it alleges an overcharge of 2s. 
per quarter upon the-original price. 

The-feventh has reference to a quantity 
of wheat which you purchafed of the faid 
William Adams, for which you charged 
to the Commiffioners 36s. per quarter; 
whereas you paid only 34s. 6d. for that. 

The ninth fpecifies a quantity of peas 
bought of William Batfon, for which you 
paid 28s. 6d. per quarter, which you 
charged to the Commiffioners at the rate of 
30S. per quarter. 

Upon this finding of the Jury, your 
Counfel have particularly pointed their ob- 
jections to two counts, the fourth and 
feventh. The objeftion to the fourth is, 
that of overcharging the freight and lighter- 
age, which Henderfon faid was a miftake 
ot his, and committed without your know- 
ledge. 

This does not affect the fifth, where there 
is the fame charge, only omitting freight 
and lighterage. 

Your Counfel objefed to the feventh, 
becauft it omitted that you did overcharge 
is. 6d. per quarter; yet you fay, in vour 
fuppofed balance bi!l, according to Mr. 
Hanway’s affidavit, that you had made 
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amends in a fubfequent-charge of wheat at 
348. 6d. for which you had paid 36s. 
per quarter. 

Now, admitting thefe objections in theit 
full force, you itill remain rightly con- 
vi&ted upon four of the counts; and if the 
charges of any one remain unanfwered 
you, the Court. aré bound to find againit 
you. Befides, the malignity of your oft 
fence does not confit in a number of over- 
charges, but in having been guilty of wil- 
ful and corrupt perjury; and whether it 
was to cover'one- fraud, or many, if clearly 
proved,: it equally evinces the depravity of 
your mind. 

This brings me to ‘the obje&tions made 
to the whole of the charge, which may be 
comprehended under three heads : 

Firtt, That ‘there is a material difference 
between the'words purchafed and fupplied, 
and that the diftinétion is marked in the 
affidavit. : 

Secondly, That the prices delivered into 
the Board were nominal and ‘fi&itious. 

Thirdly, That the whole is ultimately 
correfted and fet right by a balance bill. 
Firft, It is faid the difference between fap- 
plied and purchafed is this: That your 
own corn, or what was configned to you 
for fale, and afterwards delivered to the 
Comm:ffioners, was to be confidered as 
grain fuppited ; what you bought of-others, 
for the ufe of the Vidtualing-Olfice, was 
corn purchafed. 

As to ths difference between a corn- 
fa&tor and a cornfeller, is well known.— 
A cornfa&tor is entitled to a commiffion, 
becaufe he purchafes for his employer.—-A 
corn-feller’s profit arifes from the price he 
puts upon the comniodity. 

Tt is obfervable upon both parts of your 
affidavit, as well that which is contended 
relates to fupplied corn, as that which has 
reference to grain purchafed. It is in thef 
words :—* As their cornfaétor.”” If you 
fold your corn to them, you did not aét as 
a factor, but as a feller; and. yet, over 
and above the gain you made, you had fix-- 
pence under the idea of commiffion ; andvit 
1s no anfwer to fay, the Commiffioners 
could not be hurt by paying what other 
pecple pay; in other words, the market 
price of the day: becaufe it was admitte t 
by Henderfon, that any man that had as 
large dealings. as you had, if he was dif- 
poled to throw away the Victualing Board's 
money, might raife the price of the market. 
But to conclude this head, the Commiffion- 
ers muft have heen the meft unfaithful 
truftees to the Public, or the moft igno- 
rant, if they had contraéted with their 
cornfaétor, 


if 





320 THE UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE 


cornfaétor upon fuch iniquitous and difad- 
vantageous terms. Even Mr. Slade con- 
curs with all the other Commiffioners, in 
faying the dittin&tion between bargain, pur- 
chafe, and fupplies, was unknown—they 
had not the moft diltant idea you aéted in 
a double capacity of feller and factor. 

The Jury therefore wete warranted in 
their conclufion, contrary to what you 
have {worn in your affidavit. You have, 
in faét, made more than the commiffion of 
6d. per quarter upon the corn, flour, and 
malt fupplied to the Commiffioners. 

In the next place, as to the fecond head 
of your defence, That the prices mentioned 
an the invoices were fiftitious-and nominal. 

This is a faé&, the knowledge of which 
is denied by all the Commiffioners, except 
Slade, who {wears they never knew or heard 
of it till your conduét was firft called in 
queftion. When you produced that book, 
and endeavoured to explain the manner of 
‘your proceedings, the Board were then 
unanimous in »refufing to allow that as a 
‘jultification, and you was in confequence 
difmiffed from thetr fervice. ‘This idea is 
contrary to the invoices themfelves, for 
different prices are frequently charged for 
different parcels of corn in the fame bills 
of parcels, which, as one of the clerks 
{wears, was demonftrative proof they were 
fuppofed to be the real bona fide prices paid. 

Another reafon why the invoices conld 
ot be nominal, is, the bills given for the 
exaét fums you were paid for the quantity 
of corn purchafed, without any reference 
to.a future fettlement; whereas, if it was 
only money paid upon account, according 
to the ufage of the Board, the money 
would be granted on an imprelt bill, fubject 
to a futnre fertlement. But what fhews 
they were to confider this price in the in- 
voice and viétualling bills as real, and not 

_ Matitious, is the several orders given by the 
‘Board for the purchale. I. will mention 
ene, dated the 28th of May +779, which 
was read in evidence at the trial; the 
ethers are much of the fame import. ‘The 
words are: ‘ Ordered, That Mr. Chrifto- 
pher Atkinfon be defired to purchafe. wheat 
and malt on the beft terms he can for the 
asfe of his Majefty’s ftores at Porifmouth 
and Plyyiouth, in the refpeétive neighbour- 
hoods of thofe ports, or where elie in the 
country he can beit procure them, when- 
ever he can fo fupply the faid: ftores as 
cheap, or cheaper, than by fhipping the 
{uid articles trom London, duly regarding 
the charges attending the different methods 

.of fupply, as well as the price and quality 
of the (aid wheat and malt; and that on 
produciag the ulual and proper cert-fcates 


of the quantities fo delivered into the faid 
ftores, he be paid for the fame, by a bild in 
courfe, and be allowed the ufual commiffion, 
of fixpence per quarter, for his trouble.’ 
What can be meant by thefe words, Paid 
for the fame by.a bill in courfe? It mut 
mean the price in the invoice. To fay the 
price to be paid was not to be charged in 
the invoice, is a fiction beyond all compre- 
henfion. 

As to the balance bill, even Mr. Slade 
does not {wear he ever faw fuch a one; but 
only fays, upon the examination of what 
he terms the Victualing Office buying book, 
he underftood this was regulated by a 
balance bill. 

The other Commiffioners fwear, they 
never heard of the balance bill mentioned, 
till upon the difcovery of the overcharge of 
fome flour, when you pleaded, as an ex. 
cufe, the balance bill would fet it right. 

Mr. Hanway {peaks of one error ina 
charge, which was inade good by a fubfe- 
quent undercharge, which is the only thing 
in his recolleétion that bears the femblance 
of a balance bill. But, fuppofe the, ba- 
lance bill to have exited in the keeping of 
yourfelf ; yet as it was never under the in- 
{peétion or examination of the Commiffion- 
ers, nor was the exiftence of it known to 
them, it could never be the regular method 
of fettling the account ; it rather looks like 
a fecret fubterfuge to cover your irregular 
mode of charging, and to be made ulé of 
at any time when your conduét fhould be 
enquired into. Aad juft before your dif- 
million, when it was firft mentioned to the 
Board, they defired an in{peétion of your 
books; but thofe books were burnt. I 
fhall make no further comment than to 
fay, they were burnt at a very critical 
time. Having faid thus much, I hall not 
endeavour tg aggravate your ‘crime, which 
is fufficiently great. It is perjury to cover 
a fraud. 

Upon the whole, the Court cannot but 
fay, that your employment by the Viétual- 
ing Office was merely as FaMor, and that 
your agreement with them, svas only to 
charge the fum which you actually paid, 
together with your commifiion of fixpence 
per quarter. Your affidavit was made with 
a view to convince the world that you never, 
in any inftance, charged the Board more 
than you paid, which has been proved to 
be manifefily falfe. 

Nothing now remains for me, but the 
difagrezable talk of pafling tre fentence of 
the Court upon you, which is, 


‘ That you be mnprijoned in the prifon 
of this Court, fer th of one year; 
and ght during luch unprifcament you 
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ftand. once in and on the pillory for the 

ce of one hour, between the hours of 
twelve and two o’clock in the day, in the 
Corn-market, near Mark-lane, in the city 
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of London; aud that you pay a fine to the 
King of Two Thoufand Pounds ;, and that 
you be furtier impsifoned till yo bave paid 
the faid fine, and be then difcharged.”, 


The New ReGutus; or, THe Mercuanr or MarseiLyes; 
A Moral Hiftory, continued from Page 251 of our laff. 


THE Merchant of Mazrfeilles invited 
his relations, and all his friends, to an 
elegant entertainment. After dinner, the 
remainder of the day was {pent in a va- 
riety of amufements., . But the moment of 
feparation came at laft. His reluétant 
friends were fenfible they muft retire. — 
* A moment longer,’ faid Compian: ‘I 
have fomething of the utmott confequence 
to communicate. I entreat you to be feated 
again, and ‘to favour me with-your atten- 
tion.” 

The whole company waited, with ex- 
treme impatience, for this important com- 
munication. The Merchant took a packet 
from his pocket, and prefenting it to his 
wife, © This,’ faid he, ‘ is my will. — 
* Your will! Why - - - why do you pro- 
duce it now? Are you in danger of ap- 
proaching death ??—<‘ No, according to 
every. appearance, I am not; but I have 
been preparing for my departure.’ —‘ Your 
departure !” exclaimed the company, with 
ene voice ; ‘explain yourfelf: what can 
you mean ??—‘ That I am going to leave 
you - --perhaps.for ever. This has en- 
gaged me fo long in the fettlement of my 

irs. My wife and children will have 
equal reafon to be fatisfied. I have con- 
fulted their refpective interefts with all the 
exattnefs which juftice and affection can 
infpire. Ihave done every thing in my 
power for them; and now I muft attend 
to myfelf.” 

The Merchant's family, in particular, 
were earneft to know the motive for this 
unexpected feparation. —‘ I fee,’ conti- 
nued Compian, ‘ that you are anxious to 
divine the meaning of what feems to you 
an enigma. I will explain .it: none of 
you can forget whence I came fome months 
ago: I was a flave, and my chains are of 
a kind that can never be broken.’—‘ What ! 
are you ftill indebted for your ranfom ? 
If you are under any embarraflinent on 
that account, your friends are at your fer- 
vice.’==* I am truly grateful for this gene- 
rous offer; but my friends can be of no 
fervice to me on this occafion ; for, were 
you to lavifh upon me all-the riches of 
Marfeilles, they would be infufficient to 
difcharge my debt.” ; 

The Merchant then relates, with the 
teble enthufiafm of a virtuous mind, the 


obligations which attach him to the Alge- 
rine; the condition, in a word, on which 
he had been permitted to revifit his wife 
and children. —* You fee,’ he continues, 
‘that no confideration whatever tan re 
leafe me from my oath: it is the efigage- 
ment of duty, of gratitude, of honour 
itfelf."—-A plump citizen, whofe broad 
unmeaning countenance befpoke no ele- 
vated ideds; but who, notwithftanding, 
valued himfelf much on poffefling what 1s 
commonly called an excellent judgment, 
would mingle in the converfation.—* My 
poor- Compian, art thou in thy fenfes ? 
Thou talkett of engagements, and ho- 
nour, and all that - - - why, who would 
keep his word with fuch folks ? A’at they 
Turks ? Why, they don’t believe in God !* 
—‘ They do believe in God,’ returned 
Compian, with a file ; ¢ it is true, their 
religion is different from ours ; but they 
have, notwithftanding, the fame fentiments 
of honour, integrity, and virtue. Sayd, 
at leaft, has ever appeared to me under 
thefe ennobling charaéteriftics. He is, 
moreover, my benefaétor - - - my friend. 
It is in confequence of my promife only, 
that I enjoy the fatisfaftion of embracing 
my dear family, and feeing you all once 
more. I will return to Algiers - - - it is 
my duty - - - I will abfolutely ga.” 

He rifes from the table : the whole com- 
pany renew their expoftulations and en- 
treaties. His wife, his children, throw 
themfelves into his arms, and unite their 
tears, and prayers, and lamentations. The 
virtuous Compian is inflexible. The ftupid 
citizen before mentioned addieffes him with 
the air of aman, who fancies he has hit 
upon an admirable expedient: ‘ My friend, 
if you abfolutely think yourfelf bound by 
an oath, we can find ways and means to 
get you off: I know two excellent heads 
---but I tell you again, you can owe 
nothing to thofe ra/cally Turks.” --- - 

Compian is def to every fuggeftion 
which tis heart cannot approve. His heart 
alone he confults, and implicitly obeys, 
He tears himfelf then from the embraces 
of his family and friends, who attend 
him, weeping, to the harbour.—* Be af- 
fured,’ faid he, to his wife and children, 
that Iam impatient to rejoin you, that 
my fituation is diftrating. You cannot 
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queftion my fenfibility --'- you behold a 
proof it. Were my heart lefs fulceptibie, 
I fhould violate my promife: but F know 
that Sayd expeéts me: I am bound by the 
moit facred ties. I have difcharged the 
duties of hufband and father I am no 
longer ufeful to your interefts. It now 
remains to fulfil the obligations of honour 
and friendfhip. Adieu - - - believe me 
---you will never be abfent from my 
heart."—Then teaving himfelf, with ap- 
parent ftruggle, from the bofom of his fa- 
mily, Compian rufhes to the fhip. He 
ventures not to turn his eyes towards the 
thore; as if apprehenfive of being fubdued 
and carried back, by thofe powerful emo- 
tions of Nature, which it is fo difficult to 
oppofe, 

At length, he enters the port of Al- 
giers: he arrives at the palace of Sayd, 
He learns that a deep melancholy devours 
him; that he is dangeroufly ill. Com- 
pian flies to his apartment: he finds him 
reclining on a fofa, according to the cuf- 
tom of the Oriental nations, and almoft 
expiring. He flings himfelf into his arms : 
* My matter, my friend, you fee me again; 
I retura to. fulfil my duty, my weord.’— 
The joy of Sayd is* unfpeakable: ¢ Es it 
you, Compian, is it you? Ab! you will 
now rettore me to life. Yes, I was fink- 
ing under your abfence, I no longer dared 
to indulge a hope - - - I falpetted - -- I 
imagined the Chriftians - - - but I wronged 
them - - - Generous and virtuous fouls, I 
am now convinced, may be found in 
every place.” 

‘Fhe Muffulman did not fail to retura 
thanks to Heaven, and to admire the 
magnanimity of Compian, who for him 
had facrificed his country, his family, and 
whatever could attach him to this world. 
The Merchant of Marfeilles, on his part, 
sontinually entertained him with whatever 
friendfhip and gratitude could injpire : 
‘Yes, my matters, (for that is a name I 
fhall ever delight to give you) there was 
mo occilion to bind me by a promile: 
friendfhip alone would have been fufhi- 
cient to recall me to my dear benefaétor.” 

Sayd would fain furpafs his captive in 
proofs of attachment and generofity. Some- 
tumes, each furprifed the other thedding 
tears; and they feemed, however, to en- 


deavour to conceal from themfelves the’ 


motives whence they flowed. Compian 
had given additional initances to the Al- 
geriné, of ardour, activity, and addvefs. 
He had therefore been entrufted with the 
chief management of his affairs, in which 
he had introduced {uch regularity and or- 
der, as doubled the fustune of his bene- 


2 





faétor. The mafter and flave vied with 
each other in the reciprocal pleafure of 
obliging. : 

Yet Compian nourifhed a fecret forrow, 
which could not efcape the obfervation of 
the Algerine, who, notwithftanding - the 
fatisfaftion he enjoyed in having regained 
his friend, and continuing to live with 
him, was confumed by a gloomy melan- 
choly, which time only ferved to irritate, 
Deep fighs, and even groans, would fome- 
times efcape him. One might have faid, 
that his foul, as it were ia labour, expe- 
rienced a kind of ftruggle; that it endea~ 
voured to combat, to fubdue itfelf. Com- 
pian could not but obferve, that whenever 
Sayd was looking at him, this violence of 
emotion feemed to increafe. 

Sayd, one evening, treated. the Mer- 
chant of Marfeilles with a greater degree 
of friendfhip than he had hitherto evinced = 
* Compian, you are for ever talking of 
my favours. It is I who can never dif- 
charge my obligations to you: I feel very 
fenfibly all the value of the fervices which 
you have rendered me. You have facri+ 
ficed every thing to me; and I---E 
have had it in my power only to love 
you; which is a poor recompence, in- 
deed, for your generous and endearing 
conduct. When you are returning to your 
native country, recolleét a man - - - moft 
certainly not one of your countfymen could 
love youmore. You never were my flave,” 
continued the Muffulman, with tears in 
his eyes, ‘ you were my friend, my fon. 
Were you to. clofe my eyes, my whol¢ 
fortune would be your inheritance. But 
I mutt deny myfelf this confolatiog. Ah, 
Compian, F muft do violence to my heart. 
Never forget, wherever fate may place you, 
never forget Sayd; - - - remember that 
you have left a friend’ - -- 

He can {peak no mores his tears, his 
whole foftened foul, interrupt his voice. 
Compian clafps him in his arms, in @ 
tranfport of fenfibility: ‘ Beneficent man ¢ 
adorable man! can you think I fhall ever 
ceafe to love you? It is true, my wife 
and children - - - their dear recolleétion 
- - - fometimes awakens emotions of regret. 
But the friendfhip I have vowed to you, 
is not, on that account, lefS fervent and 
fincere.”——* No, my Compian,” refumed 
Sayd, more vilibly affeéted by thefe ex- 
preffions, ¢ you fhall never furpafs me. 
Such facrifices it is the duty of Sayd to 
recolle&t and to reward. Rife early to- 
morrow : we will take a walk to the har- 
bour. Believe me - - + you will be ever 
dearer to my heart.” 

Compian was extremely affected at the 
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ftuation in which he had left his mafter : 
Am I deceived? By what calamity is 
he thus opprefled? In vain would he con- 
ceal it. Gracious Heaven, preferve a life 
that is fo dear tome, Never before, no 
never, was friendfhip carried to fuch a 
height ! 
ace did the day appear, before Sayd 
enters the apartment of his friend, who is 
dhocked:to behold a countemance fo pale 
and ‘dejected. * Ah, my dear matter, 
what ail you? Have you not refted well 
to-night ?*—Nothing, nothing, my friend 
--- I muft come toa refolution - -- Tam 
abfolutely determined upon it - - - yes - - - 
abfolutely determined.’—*‘ Explam your- 
felf, my dear matter, explain yourfelf.’— 
© Come, let us haften te the harbour - -- - 
alas - - - you will know it but too foon.” 
Compian, whole anxiety is now ex- 
treme, cannot imagine what Sayd has, fo 
much difficulty to difcover. They repair 
to the harbour. The Merchant of Mar- 
feilles perceives a fhip, in which Sayd 
defires him to enter. He admires the ele- 
gant conftruétion of the vetlel, the mer- 
chandize, and the riches with which it is 
freighted. At laft, after having vifited 
every part, and examined it with the molt 
minute attention, ‘he is the firft who pro- 
poles to retire.’ * My friend, cries Sayd, 
fuddenly burtting into tears, ‘ you are to 
remain in this veflel - - - it is yours. I 
have violated too long the rights of friend- 
fhip. Go, and revifit your country and 
family. Shew them the chains, which 
flaves like you ought to wear at Algiers.” 
Then prefenting to him a chain of gold, 
enriched with diamonds, and worth, per- 
haps, more than 500,000 livres in French 
money, * headds, *‘ ‘This is nothing com- 
red to. the fentiments which you have 
eft in my heart - - - but I muft tear my- 
felf from you - --do not fee, I entreat 
you, do not obferve how much this cruel 
feparation cofts me."——-Compian, aftonith- 
ed, overwhelmed, and infpired by that ex- 
cefs of fenfibility, which this noble and 
afeCting aétion mult neceflarily produce, 
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would fain vie with his mrafter. in gene- 
rofity of foul.—‘ I have been your maf- 
ter,” refumed Sayd, folding him tenderly 
to his bofom ; ¢ it is your duty to obey.” 

At length, thefe two men, fo worthy 
each of {uch uncommon friendfhip, take 
afinal leave. Compian arrives at Mar- 
feilles, and haftens to the tender meeting 
with his wife and children. 


* Oh, fpeak the joy! ye, whom the fudden 
tear 

Surprifes often, while you look around, 

And nothing ftrikes your eye but fights of 


blifs. 


* Think,’ faid Compian, ‘ how much 
I love you. I have been able to abandon 
the deareft friend, the nobleft benetaétor 
for you. You willfe it: I have brought 
home a fhip and merchandize worth more 
than 1,100,000 livres, + his magnificent 
prefent. My friends, pray, ever pray for 
bleffings on the head of the excellent Sayd.” 

That ingenious citizen, who was of 
opinion, that no one fhould keep his word 
with Turks, came to vifithim: * Well,” 
faid Compian, ‘ do you think that many of 
our Chriftians would have had the foul, 
the glorious condué of this Muffulman ?° 

Compian kept upa conttant correfpond- 
ence with Sayd; and whenever he wrote 
to him, his letter was bedewed with tears. 
Some years after, as he was making pre- 
parations:for another voyage, in order to 
enjoy the fatisfation of again embracing 
his benefaétor, he was feized with a dii- 
order, that ended in his difolution. The 
intelligence of this lofs was fo fevere!y felt 
by Sayd, that he funk under his grief, 
and foon followed ‘his beloved Compian te 
the grave. 

The memory of this excellent Merchant 
is {till held in yeneration by his. fellow 
citizens: and he is never mentioned at 
Marfeilles, but with that refpeé, and thole 
endearing fenfations, with which the me- 
mory of the Heroes of Excellence muft 
ever infpire the bolom of the Virtuous 
and the Good. L. 
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ANECDOTE of 1. BouGAINVILLE. 


HIS celebrated navigator, after being 
made prifoner at the reduction of 
Quebec in 1759, embarked for Europe on 
board a tranfpo:t; commanded by one 
Chriitie, a Scotchman, It happened, that 
a few days after fhe failed, the veffel was 
wrecked upon a defért part of Nova Scotia, 
ad though the whole crew got fafely on 


fhore, a fmall quantity only of provifions 
could be preférved. In the cousife of their 
journey back to Quebec, being reduced to 
the fad neceflity, when their ttock Of pro- 
villons was expended, of catting lots who 
fhouid be put to death, Captain Chaiftie, 
with a power of eloquence which would 
have given reputation to the greateit ora- 
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tor, ‘perfuaded his famifhed comrades to 
excufe'M. Bougainville from og at 
all, * For, (added he} fhould the fatal 
lot fall upon him, nothing we fhould be 
able to fay will convince his countrymen 


but that we have murdered him.” He wag 
accordingly excufed three feveral times, 
for ‘fo often were they obliged, for the 
fake’ of fubfiftence, to have recourfe to 
this dreadful expedient, 


Various ANECDOTES of the extraordinary Mrs. BenpysH, 
Grand-daughter of OLIVER CROMWELL; being a Continuation of 
Anecpotes of the Protedior’s Family, from Page 260 of our laf. 


Mrs. BripGeT BENDYSH was one 
of the moft extraordinary beings that ever 
Jived. If the reader with to know what 
figure Oliver the Proteétor, her grand- 
father, would have made in petticoats, I 
would recommend him to read this lady’s 
charafter, written in 1719, on account of 
the clofing words of Lord Clarendon’s 
charaéter of her grandfather,* by Mr. 
Say, a Diffenting Minifter, Dt. Brooke, 
and Mr. Hewling Lufon. 

* The charaéter of Oliver,” fays the firft, 
* feems to be made up of fo many incon- 
fiftencies, that I’ do not think any one 
who was not perfonally and thoroughly 
acquainted -with him, or, at Jeaft, with 
his granddaughter, Mrs. Bridget Rendyfh, 
eapable of drawing it juitly. She was 
the daughter of his fon-in-law Ireton: a 
Jadv, who as the exactly refembled the 
beft ‘pi€ture of Oliver, which I have ever 
fecn, and which is now at Rofe-hall, in 
the pofleffion of Sir Robert Rich, ¢ fo the 
fees alfo exaétly to refemble bim in the 
eait of her mind. 

* A'perfon of great prefence and ma- 
jefty, heroic courage, and indefatigable in- 
duftry; and with fomething in her counte- 
nance and’ manner, that at once attracts 
and commands iefpect the momerit fhe 
appears in company ; accuftomed to turn 
her hands to the meanett offices, and even 
drudgeries of life ; { among her workmen 
from the earlieft morning to the decline of 
day ; infenfible to all the calls and necef- 
fities of nature; and ina habit and ap- 
pearance, beneath the meaneft of them, 
and neither fuiting her charaé&ter nor fex: 
and then immediately, afier having eaten 
and drunk alnoft to excrfs, of whatever is 
before her, without choice or diftin&tion, 
to throw herfelf down upon the next couch 
or bed that offers, in the profoundett fieep ; 
to rife from it with new life and vigour : 
to drefs herfelf in all the riches and gran- 


deur of appearance, that her prefent cir- 
cumftances or the remains of better times 
will allow her; and about the clofe of 
évening, to ride in her chaife, or on her 
pad, toa neighbouring port, || and there 
fhine in converfation, and to receive the 
place and precedence in all company, as a 
lady who once expected at this time, to 


have been one of the firft perfons in Eu-, 


rope; to make innumerable vifits of cere- 
mony, bufinefS, or charity; and difpatch 
the greateft affairs with the utmoft eafe and 
addrefs, appearing every where as the come 
mon friend, advocate,’ and patronefs of all 
the poor, and the miferable in any kind 
in whofe caufe fhe will receive no denial 
from the great and rich; rathei demand- 
ing than requefting them to perform their 
duty; and who is generally received and 
regarded by thofe who know her beft, as 
a perfon of ‘great fincerity, piety, gene- 
rofity, and éven profufion of charity. And 
yet poflefled of all thefe virtues, and pof- 
felled of them in a degree above the ordi- 
naty rate, a perfon of no truth, juttice, ‘or 
cemmon honefty (I am tempted to fay) 
who never’ broke her promife in her life, 
and yet, on whofe word no man can pine 
dently depend, nor fafely report the jeat 
circumftance after her. 

‘ Of great and moft fervent devotion 
towards God, and love ‘to her fellow- 
creatures, and fellow-chriftians, and ‘yet 
there is {carcely an inftance of impiety, or 
cruelty, of which the is not capable. 

‘Fawning, fufpicious, miltruitful, and 
jealous without end, of all her fervants, 
and even of her friends; at the fame time 
that fhe is ready to do them all the fervice 
that lies in her power, affecting all man- 
kind equally, and not according to the 
fervices they are able. ‘to.do her, but ac- 
cording to the fervices their neceffities and 
mileries demand from her, to the relieving 
of which neither the wickednefs of their 


* Viz. ‘he-would be looked upon, by pofterity, as a brave wicked man.” 

+ The reader, by referring to the life of the late Mr, Hollis, may fee an engraving 
of her. 

t *‘ Salt-works.’ 
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Gharatters, nor the injuries, they may have 
done herfelf in particular, are the leait ex- 
ception, but rather a peculiar recommen- 
dation. 

* Such are the extravagancies which 
have long appeared to me in the character 
of this lady, whofe friendfhip and refent- 
ment 1 have felt by turns for a courfe of 
many years acquaintance and intimacy ; 
and yet, after all thefe blemithes and vices, 
which I mutt freely own in her, he would 
do her, in my opinion, the greateft injury 
who fhould fay, fhe was a great wicked 
woman ; for al! that is great and good in 
her feems to be owing to a true magnani- 
mity of fpirit, and a fincere defire to ferve 
the intereft of God and all mankind ; and 
all that is otherwife, to wrong principles, 
early and ftrongly imbibed by a tempera- 
ment of body (thall I call it) or a turn of 
mind to the laft degree enihufiaftic and 
vifionary. 

¢ It is owing to this, that fhe never hears 
of any action of any perion, but fhe im- 
mediately mingles with it her ‘own fenti- 
ments, and judgment of the perfon and the 
action, in fo lively a manner, that it is 
almoft impoffible for her to feparate them 
afterwards ; which fentiments, therefore, 
and judgrhent, fhe will relate thencefor- 
wards, with the fame affurance that fhe re- 
lates the a€tion itfelf. 

« If the queftions the lawfulnefs or ex- 
pediency of any great, hazardous, and 
doubtful undertaking, fhe purfues the me- 
thod which, as fhe fays, her grandfather 
always employed with fuccefs ; that is, the 
fhuts herfelt up in her clofet, till by faft- 
ing and praying ‘the vapours are raifed, 
and the animal fpirits wrought up to an 
unufual ferment, by an over intenfenefs 
and ttrain of thinking ; and whatever por- 
tion of fcripture comes into her head at 
fuch a feafon, which the apprehends to be 
fuitable td the prefent occafion (and what- 
ever comes in fuch circumftances is fure to 
come with a power and evidence, which 
to fuch a heated imagination appear to be 
divine and fupernatural) thenceforward no 
entreaties nor perfuafion, no force of rea- 
fon, nor plaineft evidence of the fame 
{criptures alleged againft it ; no conviction 
of the impropriety, injuftice, impiety, or 
almoft impoflibility of the thing, can turn 
her from it ; which creates in her a confi- 
dence and induftry that generally attains 
jts end, and hardens her in the fame 

praétice for ever; ‘ fhe will truft a 
fiiend that never decived her.” This was 


* Molt probably Lady Fauconberg, aunt to Mrs. Bendysh, 
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the very anfwer fhe made me, when u 
her receiving a confiderable legacy at the 
death of a noble relation, * I urged her 
to fufpend her ufual aéts of piety, gene- 
rofity, and charity upon fuch occafions, 
till the had been juft to the demands of a 
= woman, and had heard the cries of 2 
amily too long kept out of their money 5 
forr * how,” faid I, ¢ if you fhould die 
and leave fuch a debt undifcharged, will 
it be paid, as no one will think himflf 
obliged to pay it, after the deceafe ofa per- 
fon from whom they have no expeations.” 
She affured me the would never die in any 
one’s debt. ‘ But how is it poffible you 
fhould be affured of that, who are for ever 
in debt to fo many perfons, and have fomany 
otheroccafionsfor your moneythan difeharg- 
1ng of your debts, and are refoived to have fo 
many as long as you live.” Heranfwer was 
as before mentioned (added after ber death) 
and the event juftified her conduct, if any 
thing could juftify a conduct, which reafon 
and revelation muft condemn. 

* Such was this grand-daughter of Oli- 
ver, who inherited more-of his conftitus 
tion of body and complexion of mind, 
than any of his defcendints and relations 
with whom I have happened to be ac- 
quainted ; and I have had fome acquaint- 
ance with many others of his grand-chil- 
dren; and have feen his fon’ Richard, 
and Richard’s fon Oliver, who had fome- 
thing indeed of the fpirit of his grand- 
father, but all his other diftinguithing 
qualifications feemed vaftly inferior to the 
lady, whofe character I have fincerely re- 
prefented as it has long appeared to S. S” 

‘ Mrs. Bendyfh,’ fays Dr. Brooke, 
© was a very fingular character, and there 
was fomething in her perfon when fhe was 
dreffed and in cémpany, that could not fail 
of attraéting at once, the notice and refpeét 
of any firangers that entered the room 
wherever fhe was, though the company 
were ever fo numerous, and though many 
of them might be more fplendid in their 
appearance. Splendid, indeed, the never 
was; her higheft drefs being a plain filk, 
but it was ufually of the richeft fort; 
though, as far as I can remember, of what 
is called a quaker’s colour; and the wore 
befides a kind of black filk hood, or {carf, 
that I rarely, if ever, obferved to be worn 
by Ladies of her time ;, and though hoops 
were in fafhion long before her death, 
nothing; I fuppofe, could have induced 
her to wear one. I can fo far recolleé her 
countenance, as to confirm what is ob- 


ferved 
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ferved-by Mr. Say, of her likenefs to the 
beft pigtures of Oliver; and the no lefs 
refembled him in the qualities of enter- 
prize, refolution, courage, and enthufiafn, 
She looked upon him as the firft and 


~ greateft of mankind, and alfo as the beft ; 


an talking of herfelf, on the mention of 
apy Pood quality, fhe would fay fhe learned 
it of her grandfather, and would add, if 
fhe had any thing valuable, fhe learned it 


“all from him. She muft certainly have 


had an engaging and entertaining turn of 
converfation, or fhe could not have fixed 
the attention of myfelf, when a boy of 
twelve or fourteen, and of another ftill 
younger, and as volatile ; and have made 
ws often happy in liftening to her difcouile, 
whether it concerned the hiftory of herfelf 
and her own times, or whether jt confitked 
of advice and inftruétion to us, or was a 
mixture of both. It is impoffible to fay 
what figure the might not have made in the 
world, had fhe been placed in an elevated 
ftation, and been honoured with the confi- 
dence of a Prince or Minifter ; and I be- 
lieve there is no ftation to which her {pirit 
would have been unequal. In the circum- 
ftances, therefore, in which fhe was left, 
with an income, J thmk, of two or three 
bundred pounds a year, it was natural that 
fometimes as far, or rather farther than her 
fortune would admit, fhe engaged in pro- 
jects of bufinefs of different kinds, by which 
T have been told, fhe was much oftener a 
loger than a gainer. One into which the 
entered, was the grazing of cattle; her 
going to fairs to buy them, in the we J 
equipage fhe had, a one horfe chaile, af. 
forded exercife at once for her courage and 
enthufiain ; travelling in the night was to 
her the fame as in the day; and in the 
wort roads and weather, as in the beft; nor 
could fhe encounter any dangers, in which 
it would be too little to fay fhe was perfecUy 
fearlefs ; it comes nearer to her character 
to fay, which the would moft enjoy. I 
have head her fay,. that when in the 
darkeit night, on a wild open heath, with 
the roads of which fhe was quite unac- 
quvainted, fhe has had to encounter the 
moft dreadful thunder ftorm, fhe his then 
been happy, has tung this or that pfalm, 
and doubted not that angels furrounded 
her chaife, and protected her. She was as 
little fearful of encountering other dangers; 
in particular, fhe delivered a relation from 
imprifonment for high treafon, on account 
of the Rye-houfe plot, by a bold and well 
concerted ftratagem, inough pertectly fen- 
fible of the vindictive ipait of the King 
and Duke, and that her own lite mule 


have paid the price of “his efcape, had fy 
been detected. I have heard that the was 
privy to this plot whep it was hatching, 
and you know it never came to more. [ 
have alio heard from herfelf, and it was 
confirmed by my father, and others, from 
good authority, that fhe was in the fecret 
of the revolution; that fhe would go into 
fhops in different parts of the town, under 
a pretence of cheapening filks and other 
goods, and in going out to her coach, 
would take the opportunity to drop bun- 
dles of papers, to prepare the minds of the 
people tor that happy event. For the 
might fafely.be trufted with any fecret, 
were it ever fo important. This art of fecret 
keeping, I have heard her fay, the learned 
from her grandfather ; for that when the 
was only {ix years of age, fhe has fat be. 
tween his knees when he has held a cabi-~ 
net council, and on very important affairs; 
and on fome of them objecting to her 
being there, he has faid, * there was no 
fecret he would truit with any of them, 
that he would not truft with that infant.’ 
And to prove that he was not miftaken, 
he bas told her fomething as in confidence, 
and under the charge of fecrecy, and then 
urged her mother and grandmother to ex- 
tort it from tier by promifes, carefles, and 
bribes; and thefe failing, by threatenings 
and fevere whippings ; but the held fteady 
againit all with amazing di(paffionate firm- 
nefs, expreffing her duty to her mother, 
but her greater duty to keep her promife of 
fecrecy to her grandfather, and the confi- 
dence he had repofed in her, I have heard 
both my father and Mr. Say, and others, 
mention this; and I know they had no 
doubt of the truth of it: I recollect too, 
that Archbifhop Tillotfon introduced her 
to Queen Mary, in order that, a penfion 
might be fettled upon her, to fupport her 
in fome degvee of dignity to what the had 
known in the beginning of her days; but 
the death of that excellent Prelate follow, 
ing foon after, and the Queen's the month 
fucceeding to it, all hopé was defeated. 

* Happening to travel in a London ftage, 
in company with two gentlemen who had 
{words on,’ fhe informed them of her dos 
{cent from Oliver, aad, as ulual, was ex 
tolling him with all that rapture to which 
her idolizing him to enthufigfm led her ; 
when one of her fellow-travellers defcend- 
ed fo much below the man, though his 
appearance was that of a gentleman, as to 
treat his memory with grols indignity and 
abule, the anfwered ic with all the fpirit 
that was inherent in her, till the coach 
{topped and they got out, gn which the 
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inftantly drew the other gentleman's fword, 
called this a poltroon and a coward, for 
behaving as he had done to a woman, and 
new challenged him to thew himielf a 
man, told him fhe was prepared to treat 
him as he might expeét from his infolence, 
were fhe a man ; and infilted, if he would 
aét like fuch, on his not taking fhelter un+ 
der pretence of her fex. 

«In a violent fever, being thought paft 
recovery, and infenfible to any thing that 
might be faid, her aunt, Lady Fauconberg, 
and other company being in the room, and 
her Ladythip, though Oliver’s daughter, 
giving too much way to things faid in dif- 
honour of his memory by fome prefent, to 
the aftonifhment of all, fhe raifed her- 
felf up, and with great {pirit (aid, ¢ if the 
did not believe her grandmother ‘to have 
been one of the mott virtuous women in 
the world, the fhould conclude her Lady- 
fhip to be a baltard; wondering how it 
could be poffible that the daughter of the 
greateft and beft man that ever lived could 
be fo degenerate, as not only to fit with 
patience to hear:his memory fo ill treated, 
but to feem herfelf to affent to it.” I have 
often heard her fay, that * next to the 
twelve apoftles, he was the firft faint in 
heaven, and was placed next to them: 
on evenings that fhe has fpent at my fa- 
ther’s, fhe has feemed to be in enthufiaftic 
raptures, when religion made part of the 
fubjeét of converfation ; and feldom would 
leave the room, though it were twelve at 
night, or later, without finging a pfalm ; 
fhe then would go into her chaife in high 
joy, to return to her houfe, which was a 
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confiderable way from the town where my 
father lived. 

* My account of Mrs. Bendyfh’s po- 
fterity is not fo exaét as I could withs 
but a letter which I expect in a few days 
from my friend Mr. Lufon, who is one 
of the beft and moft amiable men I know, 
will, I hope, enable you to place in yous 
collesticn, and tranfmit to pofterity, a 
complete character of this very extraordi- 
nary woman, who wanted only to have 
aéted in a fuperior {phere to be ranked by 
hiftorians among the moft admirable he- 
roines. Had fhe been in the fituation of a 
Zenobia, fhe would have fupported her 
empire, and defended her capital with 
equal {kill and refolution; but fhe would 
never have lived to decorate the triumph 
ef an Aurelian, or have given up a fecre- 
tary, of the fidelity and abilities of a Lon- 
ginus, to fave herfelf, If the had been in 
the. fituation of Elizabeth, fhe would, 
without {cruple, have cut off the heads of 
twenty Marys, who, by furviving her, 
might have overturned the happy eftablith- 
ment fhe had fermed, and would as glo- 
rioully have defended her kingdom againit 
a Spanifh armada, or any hoftile force 
whatever, and have rather inwardly tri- 
umphed, than been intimidated at the moft 
formidable preparations againft her. 

On re-perufing Mr. Say, I find I have 
faid fomething fimilar of this lady, to what 
is faid by him; but it was from my own 
original ideas of her, and not from having 
read his account. J. BRooxe*, 

[ To be continued. } 


4n Account of the New Comedy, called, THe Fotuirs or a Day, 
performed for the Firft Time at Covent-Garden Theatre, Wednefday, 


December 15. 


CB IS Comedy is a tranflation by Mr. 
Holcroft, from a piece written by 
M. Beaumarchais, and performed at the 
Comedie Frangoife in Paris, with great po- 
pularity for fome months paft, under the 
title of Les Noces de Figaro, ou, Les Follies 
de Journée. The Fo'lies of a Day, !ike 
the Span:fh Barber, is a piece founded 
on intrivue and fituatien, which have ever 
been the diftinguifhing features of the 
Span /h wae and therefore are every 
way proper to be ufed as the principal in- 
gredients of a play, the fcene of which is 
laid in Spain, and the characters whereof 
ave all of that country. They were thus 
reprefented : 


Count Almavia, Mr. Lewis; Don 
Guzman, Mr. Quick; Doétor Bartholo, 
Mr. Wilfon; Antonio, Mr. Edwin; 
Ball, Mr. Wewitzer ; Figero, Mr. Hol- 
croft ; Hannibal (the page) Mrs. Martyr 5 
Doublefee, Mr. Thompfon; Bounce, Mr. 
Stevens ; Cryer, Mr. Bates ; Courier, Mr. 
Jones.—Countels, Mrs. Bates; Agnes, 
Mils Wewitzer; Marcelina, Mrs. Webb; 
Sufan, Milfs Younge. 


FAB L. E. 

Figero, who had been Count Almavia's 
chief intirument in ftealing the Countefs 
from her, guardian, Doétor Bartholo, is 
appointed one of the Count’s principal de- 


. 
* This letter is dated Norwich, April 28, 1773. 


meftice; 
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meftics ; in this fervice he becomes ena- 
moureéd of Sufan, the Countefs’s maid, a 
woman of principle at bottom, but with a 
ftrong tinture of the coquette in her difpo- 
fition ; fhe favours his addreffes, the day is 
fixed, and the bufinefs of the piece com- 
mences with preparations for their nuptials. 
The violence of the Count’s | aa for 
his Lady, being much abate by three 
years pofleffion, he gives a loofe to his na- 
tural turn for gallantry, and ranges after 
the females of every defcription. In thefe 
purfuits, Bafil the mufic matter, is his 
prime agent, though entertained in the 
Caftle, under colour of inftruéting the 
family to play. Sufan feems to be the 
Count’s favourite object; and to obtain 
her confent to gratify his defires, the en, 
deavours of Bafil are chiefly dire&ted. The 
youth and perfon of Hannibal, recommend- 
ing him to the favour of all the women 
fervants, the’ Count, in his amorous pur- 
fuits, finds himfelf circumvented in almoft 
every inftance, and refolves to get rid of 
him by giving him a commiffion in his re- 

iment. Hannibal, deep in = for leav- 
ing a fituation in which he found himfelf 
fo happy, makes a confeffion to Sufan of a 
paffion he has conceived for the Countels ; 
this Sufan reports to her Lady, and fhe, 
half inclined to be frail, principally through 
refentment for the Count’s negleét of her, 
defires to fee the Page, under pretence of 
reproving him for his libertine conduét, 
and prefumptuous love, but with a fecret 
with to encourage him in it. This inter- 
view, the only ‘éte-a-teté fhe-ever had 
with him, is interrupted by the unexpected 
coming of the Count; the Page is con- 
cealed, and the Count, alarmed at fome 
fufpicious circumftances, which confirm a 
jealoufy he had for fome time felt from an 
anonymous letter he had received, refolves 
to fatisfy his doubts, by fearching all the 
moft fecret apartments, and goes off for 
inflruments to force the doors, which the 
Countefs refufed to open, taking her with 
him. During their abfence, Swan effects 
the Page's efcape through a window into 


the garden, and fecretes herfelf in his hiding 


place. ‘The Count, on his return, finding 
nobody but Sufan, (who contrives to ac- 
quaint the Countefs of her dexterity) full 
of contrition for his fuppofed mifconcep- 
tion, is imploring pardon, when all his 
fufpicions are revived by the entrance of 
Antonio, his drunken girdener, who had 
féen Hannibal! jump from the window, and 
coines to complain of the injury done to 
his flowers;—from this embarraflment 
they are relieved by Figero, who declares 


that it was he Antonio had feen; and 
affigns for a reafon, his perfeét knowledge 
of the Count’s impetuofity of temper, and 
fear of his rage, in cafe he had found any 
man in his Lady’s apartment after the ano- 
rfymous billet he had received, and which 
Figero now avows himfelf the author of. 

Marcelina, who had formerly lived fer- 
vant to Dogtor Bartholo, being removed 
to the Count’s family, had, in the courfe 
of time, lent Figero feveral large fums of 
meney, for which fhe, {till having a colt’s 
tooth, obliged him to give her a conditional 
acknowledgment to repay her upon a cer- 
tain day, or to marry her ; he finding him- 
felf unable to perform the former, and un- 
willing to perform the latter, the matter is 
brought on to be heard in a Court, which 
the Count, as Lord Paramount in his dif- 
triét, appoints to be held in his great hall, 
before Don Guzman, a mere cypher in 
office, labouring under the infirmity of 
ftammering fo continually, as to render al- 
moft every thing he fays unintelligible. 
The Count, fulpefting that Figero and 
Sufan play into each other’s hands, and 
are really practifing upon him, refolves to 
ftretch his influence to the uttermoft, and 
prevent their union, by deciding in favour 
of Marcelina’s claim upon Figero; with 
this decifion Guzman, who is too ftupid to 
have a will of his own, accords, and judg- 
ment is accordingly pronounced. To this 
decifion Figero peremptorily refufes to fub- 
mit, and Sufan, enabled by the bounty of 
the Countefs, offers to difcharge the pecu- 
niary obligation ; this brings on an ex- 
planation, which proves Figero to be the 
natural fon of Dr. Bartholo, by Marce- 
lina ; Marcelina of courfe relinquifhes her 
claim; Bartholo is prevailed upon to ac- 
knowledge his fon, agrees to marry Mar- 
celina, and all the contending parties are 
reconciled, 

The way to matrimony feeming now 

rfeétly {mooth, Figero and Sufan plot to 
ead the amorous Count into a fool’s para- 
dife, by a pretended affignation, which is 
never intended to be kept; but the Coun- 
tefs coming to a knowledge of this plot, 
determines to perfonate Sufan, and by that 
means get uncontrovertible proofs of the 
Count’s infidelity, keeping the whole of 
this new fcene from Figero, left his in- 
triguing fpirit fhould fuggeft fome further 
plan, which might interfere with her's. 
He, getting a very imperfe& information 
of this intention, fancies his credulity is 
wrought upon, and that his: bride eleé& 
means to play him falfe, therefore refolves 
te watch them clofe, 
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» enamoured of the Page, the 
of her; the Countefs to expofe the 
Count, he to his fuppofed affignation with 
Sufan; Sufan and Marcelina to aflitt their 
Lady, and Figero to watch his wife, that 
is to be accompanied by Bartholo, Bafil, 
&c. all come into garden, where a va- 
riety of perplexing incidents take place. 
Figero is at length convinced of the purity 
of his wife’s intentions; the Countefs is 
gratified in the humility of the Count ; he 
19 reconciled to the feeming improprieties of 
her condué; Bartholo and Marcelina are 
united ; the Page is confirmed in his ap- 
pointment ; Sufan is rewarded by a prefent 
the Countefs, as her reprefentative, had 
received from the Count; and the piece 
concludes with a refolution to celebrate the 
happy marriage of Figero and Sufan, and 
= pointed reflections upon the follies of 

e day. 

Such is the Fable of the Follies of a Day, 
which was in the hands of the tranflator 
three weeks only, before he prefented it to 
the Manager; and, in the words of Mr. 
Lewis, who gave it out for the fucceeding 
evening, ‘ was read, ftudied, and perform- 
ed, in the courfe of a fortnight ;> which 
circumftance he urged ‘ in apology for the 
want of an Epilogue, and in excufe for 
fuch defeéts as might be obferved in the 
courfe of the performance.” 
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The piece was throughout well received, 
and was given out with general applaufe. 

The principal fcenes were new, and the 
dreffes were fplendid and in chasatter. 


AIR fung by Mrs. Martyr, in the 
Charaéter of the Page. 


TO the winds, to the waves, to the woods 
I complain, ; 
Ah! well-a-day, my poor heart ; 
They hear not my fighs, and they heed 
not my pain ; 
Ah! well-a-day, my poor heart, 
The name of my Goddels I gave on each 
tree 5 
Ah, well-a-day, my poor heart ! 
*Tis I wound the bark, but Love's arrows 
wound me ; 
Ah, well-a-day! my poor heart ! 
The Heavens I view, and their azure 
bright tkies ; 
Ah, well-a-day! my poor heart ! 
My heaven exifts in her ftill byighter eyes; 
Ah, well-a-day! my poor heart ! 
To the Sun's morning fpiendor, the poot 
Indian bows : 
Ah, well-a day! my poor heart ! 
But I dare not worthip, where I pay my 
Vows ; 


Ah, well-a-day { my poor heart ! 


Account of the New Comedy calld THE NATURAL SON, 


performed for the firf? Time at 
December 22. 


re § Comedy is the produétion of 
& = Mr. Cumberland’s prolific pen, and 


. promifes to be a popular play. 


The charaéters were thus reprefented : 


Sir Jeffery Latimer, Mr. Baddeley; 
Lat. ‘sg fon) Mr. Palmer; Rue- 


ful, - Benfley; Major O‘Flaherty, 
Mr. Pood 3 David, Mr. Wrighten; 
Dumps, Mr. Parfons; Jack Huftings, 
Mr. King; Lady Paragon, Mifs Farren; 


Phoebe Latimer, Mifs Pope. 


The ftory is briefly this :— Latimer, the 
illegitimate fon of Lady Frances Latimer, 
fifter of Sir Jeffery, who had Jong fince 
retired toa convent at Lifle, is bred up in 
the family of his uncle, in ignorance of his 

ts, and under the fiétitious name’ of 
pong Sir Jeffery’s family confilts 
of himfelf, Mifs Phoebe his maiden fifter, 
and his only daughter Lady Paragon. 
The latter had been early forced into ~ 


Drury Lane Theatre, Wednefday 


match, u a worldly principle, with 
Lord No sand a pone: coal iee been 
a fhort time a widow. The fecret and fole 
with of her father’s heart is to fee her mar- 
ried to his nephew, from an earnett defire 
that his great eftate may defcend to a per~ 
fon bearing the family name. The young 
couple feel a mutual paffion, but Latimer 
with pain fupprefles the appearance of his 
affef&tion for Lady Paragon from motives 
of humility, not prefuming, with a found- 
ling’s name and fortune, to afpire fo high. 
Mifs Phoebe, though attained to matronly 
years, is at the fame time violently in love 
with Latimer, who is not a little diftrefled 
by the warmth of her addreffes. In this 
fituation of affairs the fcene commences, 
and we find a good deal of the firft and 
fecond aét employed in the courtthip of the 
maiden aunt by jack Huftmgs, a country. 
Squire, and the intimate friend of Sir 
Jeffery, and the difcovery of her heart, 
which Lady Paragon makes to Latimer. 

Ts In 
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In the third, Major O*Flaherty arrives 
from Lifle with news of the death of Lady 
Frances..° He brings her will with him, in 
which fhe bequeathis all her fortune to her 
fon, to whom a difcovery of his birth is 
made immediately. At his requeft, Sir 
Jcffery and the Major conceal the difcovery, 
and continue to confider him as Mr. Blufh- 
amgly-for’a few hours longer, in order that 
he may obtain Lady Paragon's hand, while 
his condition remains. obf{evre and un- 
known. Afterwards Mr. Rueful, a me- 
lancholy mifanthrope, arrives, and in the 
conclufion of the comedy he proves to be 
the father of Latimer. by. Lady Frances. 
A variety of incidents are contrived to 
make up the bufinefs of the play, which 
ends with the joint marriage of Latimer and 
Lady Paragon, and Jack Huftings and 
Mifs Phoebe; the maiden Lady having 
been glad ultimately to accept the hongit 
fportiinan’s hand, which fhe had difdain- 


fully rejefted in an earlier moment, while. 
fhe had -flattéred herfelf with the hopes of 
becoming the wife of Bluthingly. 

It haeof late been remarkably the lot of 
the theatres to produce plays which begin 
well, and fink both in intereft and effe&t as 
they proceed. ‘The Natural Son is a piece 
that comes within this ‘defcription, "The 
firit and fecond, a&ts are good ones, and 
though there are many happy incidents, 
excellent fentiments, and pointed witti- 
cifms and remarks in the third, fourth, and 
fifth, yet, confidered as ats, they are by 
no means equal to thofe which precede 
them. It were to be wifhed that Mr. 
Cumberland had comprefled his plot, and 
written the comedy in three aéts only ; allt 
would then have been alive, and interelt- 
ing. 

The charafters were extremely well 
acted. 


Sequel to the Memuirs of the Life and IVritings of the late Dr. SAMUEL 
JouNson, in our Magazine for Augutt laf. 


We are extremely forry to annotnce the very great Lofs, which the Interefts of 
Literature and Virtue have Juftained in the much-lamented Death of the late 
Dr. Samuel Johnfon, who expired, at his Houfe m Bolt-Court, Fleet- 
Street, on Monday, December 13, at Seven in the Evening, aged 75 
Years and three Months. To the Memoirs of this eminent Maa, given in our 
Magazine for Auguit, with bis Portrait elegantly engraved, we now add the 
following authentic Copy of bis Will and the Codicil annexed, extrafted from the 
Regiftry of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury ; to which alfo we. /ubjoin the 
remarkable Circumpances ovferved at the opening of bis Body, and an Account of 


his Funeral. 


N the Name of God. Amen. I 
Samuel Jobnfon, being in full pof- 
feffion of my faculties, but fearing this 
night. may put an end to my life, do 


‘ordain this my Jaft will and teftament. I 


bequeath to God a foul polluted with many 
fins, but I hope purified by repentance, 
and I truft redeemed by Jefus Phrift. EF 
leave feven hundred and fifty pounds, in 
the hands of Bennet Langton, Efq; three 
hundred pounds, in the hands of Mr. 
Barclay and Mr. Perkins, brewers ; one 
hundred and fifty pounds, in the hands of 
Doétor Percy, Bithop of Dromore; ten 
hundred pounds Three per Cent. Annui- 
ties,-in the Public Funds; and one hun- 
dred pounds, now lying by me in ready 
money :. all thefe before-mentioned fums 
and property, I leave I fay to Sir Jofhua 
Reynolds, Siu John Hawkins, and Doétor 
Wiliam Scott, of Doétors Commons; in 
2 


truit for the following ufes; that is to fay, 
to pay to the rei et of the late 
William Innys, Bookfeller in St. Paul's 
Church-yard, the fum of two hundred 
pounds; to Mrs. White my female fer- 
vant, one hundred pounds ftock in the 
three per Cent. Annuities aforefaid; the 
reft of the aforefaid {ums of money and 
property, -together with my books, plate, 
and houfehold furniture, I leave to the 
before-mentioned Sir Jofhua Reynolds, Sir 
John Hawkins, and Doétor William Scott, 
alfo in truft; to be applied, after paying 
my debts, to the ufe of Francis Barber, my 
man-fervant, a negro, in fuch manner as 
they fhall judge moft fit and available to his 
benefit. And I appoint the aforefaid Sir 
Jofhua Reynolds, Sir John Hawkins, and 
Doétor William Scott, fole executors. of this 
my laft will and teftament, hereby revoking 
all former wills and teftaments what- 

focver, 
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fdever. In witnefs whereof, I hereunto 
fubfcribe my name and affix my feal, this 
eighth day of December, 1784. 

Sam. JoHNSON. (L. S.) 


Signed, fealed, publifhed, declared and 
delivered, by the faid Teftator, as 
this laft will and teftament, in the 

pefence .of us; the word, ‘ two,’ 
at firft inferted in the oppofite 
page. 


GeorGE STRAHAN, 
Joun Des Movuuins. 


* ‘By way of Codicil to my laft will and 
teftament, I Samuel Johnfon, give, devife, 
and ueath, my mefluage or tenement, 
fituate at Litchfield in the county of Straf- 
ford, with the appurtenances, in the tenure 
or occupation of Mrs. Bond of Litchfield 
aforefaid, or of Mr. Hinchman her under- 
tenant, to my executors; in truft, to fell 
and difpofe of the fame; and the money 
arifing from fuch fale, I give and bequeath 
as follows ; viz. to Thomas and Benjamin, 
the-fons of Fither Johnfon, late of Leicef- 
ter; and Whiting, daughter of 
Thomas Johnfon, late of Coventry ; and 
the grandaughter of the faid Thomas John- 
fon, one full and equal fourth part each ; 
but in cafe there fal] be more grandaugh- 
ters than one, of the faid Themas John- 
fon, living at the time of my deceafe ; I 
give and bequeath, the part or fhare of that 
one, to and equally between fuch gran- 
daughters. I give and bequeath to the 
Rev. Mr. Rogers, of Berkley near Froome 
in the county of Somerfet, the fum of one 
hundred pounds; requetting him to apply 
the fame, towards the maintenance of 
Elizabeth Herne, a-lunatick. I alfo give 
and bequeath to my god-children, the fon 
and daughter of Mauritius Low, painter, 
each of them one hundred pounds of my 
ftock in the Three per Cent. Confolidated 
Annuities ; to be applied and difpofed of, 
dy and at the direction of my Executors, 
in the education or fettlement in the world, 
of them my faid legatees. Allo I give 
and bequeath to Sir John Hawkins, one 
of my Executors, the Annales Ecclefiaftici, 
of Baronius; and Hollingfhead’s and 
Stowe’s Chronicles; and alfo an oftavo 
Common Prayer Book : To Bennet Lang- 
ton, Efq; I give and bequeath my Poly- 
glot Bible: To Sir Joshua Reynolds, my 
great French DiStionary, by Martiniere; 
and my own Copy, of my fotio Englifh 
Distionary, of the laft revifion: To Dr. 
William Scott, one of my Executors, the 
Di&tionnaire de Commerce ; and Leétius's 
edition of the Greek Poets: to Mr. 
Windham, Poere Greci Heroxi, per 
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Henricum Stephanum : To the Rev. Mr. 
Strahan, Vicar of Iflington in Middlefex, 
Mill’s Greek Teftament; Beza’s Greek 
Teftament, by Stephens; all my Latin 
Bibles ; and my Greek Bible, by Weche- 
lius: To Dr. Heberden ; Dr. Brocklefby ; 
Dr. Butler; Mr. Cruickthanks, the Sur- 
geon who attended me; Mr. Holder, my 
Apothecary ; Gerard Hamilton, E{q; Mrs, 
Gardiner, of Snow Hill; Mrs. Frances 
Reynolds ; Mr. Hoole; and the Rev. Mr. 
Hoole, his fon; each a book, at their 
eletion, to keep as a token of remem- 
brance. [ alfo give-and bequeath to Mr. 
John Des Moulins, two hundred pounds 
Confolidated Three per Cent. Annuities « 
and to Mr. Saftres, the Italian Mafter, 
the fum of five pounds to be laid out in 
books of piety for his own ufe. And 
whereas the faid Bennet Langton hath 
agreed, in confideration of the fum of - 
feven hundred and fifty pounds, mentioned 
in my will to be in his hands; to grant 
and fecure an annuity of feventy pounds, 
payable during the life of me, and my 
fervant Francis Barber, and the life of the 
furvivor of us, to Mr. George Stubbs, in 
truft for us; my mind and will is, that in 
cafe of my deceale before the faid agree- 
ment fhall be perfeSted, the faid fum of 
feven hundred and fifty pounds, and the 
bond for fecuring the faid fum, fhall go to 
the faid Francis Barber; and I hereby give 
and bequeath to him the fame, in. heu of 
the bequeft in his favour, contained in my 
faid will. And I hereby empower my 
Executors, to deduét and retain ali ex- 
pences, that fhall or may be incurred, in 
the execution of my faid will, or of the 
codicil thereto, out of {uch eftate and effects 
as I fhall die poflefled of. All the reft, 
refidue and remainder of my eftate and 
effeéts, I give and bequeath to my faid 
Executors, in truft for the faid Francis 
Barber, his Executors and Adminiftrators, 
Witnefs my hand and feal, this ninth day 
of December, 1784. 

Sam. JOHNsON. (L. S&S.) 


Signed, fealed, publithed, declared and 
delivered, by the faid Samuel Johnfon, 
as and for a codicil to his laft will 
and teftament, in the prefence of us; 
who in his prefence, and at his re- 
queft, and alfo in the prefence of each 
other, have hereto fubfcribed our names 
as witnefles. 

Joun Corey, 
WILLIAM GIBSON, 
HENRY COLE. 


Proven at London, with a Codicil, 
the 16th of December, 1784, before the 
FT ta- Worlhip- 
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Worthipful George Harris, Doétor of 
Laws, and Surrogate; by the oaths of Sir 
Jofhua Reynolds, Knight ; Sir John Haw- 
kins, Knight ; and William Scott, Doégtor 
of Laws, the Executors named in the will ; 
to whom adminiftration was granted, 
having been firft fworn duly to ad- 
minifter. 

Henry STEVENS, f Deputy - 


GEORGE GOSTLING, Regitters 


Joun GREENE. 


On Wednefday the ssth, the corpfe of 
Dr. Johnfon was opened at his houfe in 
Bolt-Court, in the prefence of fome Gen- 
tlemen of the faculty. The contents of 
the cheft chiefly appeared in a found ftate, 
but the cells and veffels at the extremities 
of the windpipe were uncommonly en- 
larged; and the valves at the beginning 
of the arteries, which go from the heart, 
were in fome degree offified. The liver 
was {chirrous, one of the kidneys greatly 
decayed, and feyeral encyfted watery tu- 
mours found in the abdcemen. 

On Monday the 2oth, his remains were 
interred in Weftminfter-Abbey. The 
proceflion, cenfilting of a hearfe and fix, 
with the corple, and 12 mourning coaches 
and four, fet out from Bolt-Court, Ficet- 
ftreet, a few minutes after twelve o'clock, 
followed by feveral Gentlemen’s carriages. 
As one o'clock the corpfe arrived at the 
Abbey, where it was met by Dr. Taylor, 


Anecdcte of the late 


HIS Officer had been many years in 

the fervice with the rank of Colonel, 
during which time fevera!l junior Colonels 
had got regiments over his head. His 
friends frequently intreated him to ftate his 
fervices and petition the King ; he refifted 
their importunities for a contiderable time ; 
but being at length prevailed upon, he 
cefired the Chaplain of the regiment he 
ferved in to draw him a petition, which be- 
ing done and fent to the Colonel, he took 
notice, that it concluded with the words 
* and your petitioner fhill ever pray.” He 
fent for the Chaplain, and told him that 
he had made a miflake, and imagined he 
was prefenting a petition for himfe'f by the 
manner he had concluded it. He defived 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS fo our 


who read the funeral fervice) and feveral 
 Prebendaries, and conducted to the Poets” 
Corner, where it was laid clofe to the re- 
mains of the late David Garrick, Efq ; 
who had been his pupil at Lichfield, before 
they fet out together to exert their talents, 
and make their fortune, in that great 
theatre of aétion—the Metropolis. 
The pall was fapported by fix Gentle 
men a the literary club, of which Dr, 
Johnfon was one of the original founders ; 
viz. Sir Jofeph Banks, Sir Charles Bun- 
bury, Edmund Burke, William Wynd- 
ham, Stephen Langton, and George Col- 
man, Efqrs. 

The following are the names of the prin- 
cipal perfons who attended at this folemnity, 
viz. Sir Jofhua Reynolds, Sir John Haw- 
kins, and Dr. Scott, executors. 

Four Gentlemen of the literary club, 
viz, George Steevens, Edmund Maloney 
Richard Burke, Efqrs. and Dr. Burney. 

General Paoli, Rev. Dr. Farmer, Dr. 
Brocklefby, Dr. Pvieftley, Dr. Horfley, 
Dr. Wright, Rev. Mr, Stubbs, Rev. Mr, 
Strahan, Mr. Cook, Mr. Hoole, Mr, 
Ryland, Mr. Nichols, Mr. Du-Moulin, 
Mr. Sattces, Mr. Burke, junior, Mr. 
Cruikthank, Mr. Seward, Mr. Hender- 
fon, and other diftinguifhed perfons, and 
the deceafed’s favourite black fervant. A 
great concousfe of people were aflembled, 
who behaved with a degree of decency 
fuitable to the folemn occafion. 


General OT WAY. 


the petition to be altered from the tfval 
conclufion ; he infifted that the- word pray 
was unfit to come from an Officer. It 
was to no purpofe that he was informed of 
the ufual mode of drawing the prayer: of 
all petitions; he would not give up his 
opinion upon the matter; he infitted it 
fhould run thus, and your petitioner thall 
ever fight; hetodk the petition to Court 
and prefented it to the late King, who was 
pleafed with the novelty of the conclufion, 

~ and the honeft bluntnefs of the Officer ; and 
in the courfe of a few weeks a regiment be- 
came vacant, which he gave to Otway, in 
oppofition to his Minifters, who had pro- 
mifed to provide for a friend who had fome 
intereit in Parliament. 


CORRESPONDENTS. 


We heartily wifh William and Clementina many happy new.Years. 

J..D. has appeared in feveral of the Public Papers. 

Our Hittorical Chronicle, and Lift of Births, Marriages, Deaths, &c. will be given 
in our Supp'ement, twhich will be pubsifbed in about a Fortnizht.— And, on Tuelday 
the +f of February, will be publifbed ihe fubfequent Number for January, srinted on a 


aid ‘wo other Copper Plates, 


fier Paper, on an entire new Letier, and embelliflcd with a beautiful Frontypuce, 
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THE BRITISH MUSE, 


Tue CONSOLATION: 
By Mifs Hays. 


HILE gazing round the wide-extended 
fcene 
Of waving corn-fields and embow'ring green ; 
Soft murmuring ftreams, whofe mild tranfpa- 
rent rills, 
Refponfive, echo to the woodlark’s trills ; 
While from their banks the humble field-flower 
laves 
Her modeft bofom in the cryftal waves, 
Or views enamour'd as the waters glide 
Her fair reflected form beneath the tide 5 
My penfive foul effays the frequent figh, 
And gathering drops ftand trembling in each eye, 
While keen refle€tion wakes each latent pain, 
And fudden anguith.throbs in every vein ; 
Black Melancholy fpreads her awful veil, 
And chilling damps o’er every fenfe prevail ; 
The fading landfcape fwims before my fight, 
And wraps my foul in fhades of mental night. 
In vain for me luxuriant Nature blooms! 
In vain the flowers exhale their fweet perfumes ! 
Oh let me then with trembling footfteps hafte 
To where fair Science'gilds the dreary wafte ! 
And feek from philofophic lore to find, 
A lenient balm to heal my wounded mind. 
Behold majeftic Reafon firft appéar ; 
Her awful prefence checks the ftarting tear ; 
Around her form a light diffufive fpread, 
Her radiant eyes a beaming luftre thed : 
* Forbear, fond maid, thy fruitlefs grief,’ the 
cried, 
¢ Attend my voice, and let thy woes fubfide ; 
Survey the boundlefs profpeét of mankind, 
And mark the lot by heaven to each affign’d ; 
Fleeting their joys, but real is their pain ; 
See various ills—a ‘complicated train, 
Difeafe, Intemp’rance, Want, and fell Defpair, 
The thrill of anguith, and corroding care, 
By turns ufurp the breaft with dire controul, 
And rend with keeneft pangs the feeling foul ; 
The Great, the Fair, the Hero, and the Sage, 
Alike muft yield to ftern Misfortune’s rage ; 
Till Death, oblivious power, fhall intervene, 
And clofe with friendly hand the final fcene ; 
The foul exhaufted gladly meets her doom, 
And finks in endlefs reft beneath the tomb. 
No longer then thy woes peculiar deem, 
Since life is but an unfubftantial dream ; 
Swift Time approaches with expanded wing, 
And levels in the duft, the flave and king.” 
This faid, the paus’d—while wrapt in ftudious 
thought, 
My mind revolv’d the awful truths fhe taught, 
When lo! a form fevere approach’d my view, 
Whole bofom ne’er the focial paffion knew. 
His iron heart no genuine tranfports move, 
The glow of Friendhip, or the thrill of Love ; 
Nor heav'd with kind concern when Mifery 
figh’d, 
But glory’d in a Stoick’s hateful pride. 
All ‘Nature ficken’d at his rugged mien, 
Aad baneful damps o’erfpread the mifty green ; 





In founds difcordant he wou'd fill detry 

The fofter feelings of Humanity ; 

© Or weaknefs deem the tender, facred tear, 

Which Friendthip pours o’er Virtue’s hallowé 
bier. 

His precepts ftern a kindling rage infpire, 

My foul indignant fhook with fudden ire ; 

Hence from my fight,” with trembling voice, 1 


cried, 

* Offspring accurft of Apathy, and Pride; 

Thy frigid counfels can no ai impart 

To heal the pangs wkich rend th’ impaffion’é 
heart ; 

Unerring. Reafon points a fure relief 

In death, that lenient balm for every grief. - 

Clafp'd in his icy arms, this aching breaft 

No more fhall throb with various woes oppreft, 

Ah! Jet me then her awful voice obey, 

Yon limpid ftream upbraids my coward ftay.” 

I fpoke, intent to plunge beneath the wave, 

And whelm my forrows in a wat’ry grave, 

When folemn founds my tremibling footfteps ftay, 

And fudden glory flafh’d unufual day ; 

Cloth’d in refulgent rays of radiant light, 

Three Cherub forms appear’d reveal’d in fight, 

Ethereal Piety, divinely fair, 

Soft Hope, and heaven-born Peace, celeftial pair; 

Their facred influence all my foul poffeft; 

And each tumultuous paffion funk to reft ; 

A gentle calmnefs o’er my fenfes fpread, 

Bright rays of comfort beam’d around my a 

The tarnith'd groves yefum’d their verdant hué, 

And renovated Nature bloom’d anew, 


PROLOGUE to the New Tracepy 
of th CARMELITE. 


Spoken by Mr. PALMER. 
LD Drury’s dock prepares a launch this 


night, 
New from the keel, (fair fpeed The Carmelite!) 
True Britith built, and from the Tragic flip; 
She mounts great guns—tho’ not a firft-rate fhip: 
A gallant Kaight commands, of ancient fame 
And Norman blood, St. Valori his name ; 
On his main-top the Chriftian Crofs he bears, 
From Holy Land he comes, and Pagan wars + 
Twenty long years his lady mourns him dead, 
And bathes with faithful tears a widow'd bed ; 
Our fcene prefents him thip-wreck’d on her 
coaft — 

No fign, we hope, our venture will be loft. 

Yet bold the Bard, to mountAmbition’s wave, 
And launch his wit upon a watery grave ; 
Sharp critic rocks beneath him lie in wait, 
And envious quickfands bar the Mufe’s ftrait ; 
While o’er his head Detrattion’s billows brealey 
Doubt chills his heart, and Terror pales his cheek: 
Hungry and faint, what cordials can he bring 
From the cold nymph of the Pierian {pring ? 
What ftores coilect from bare Parnaffus’ head, 
Where blooms no vineyard, where 1 beeves are 

fed? 

And great Apollo’s laurels, which impart 
Fame to his head, are famine to bis heart, ~ 
Wet 


B34 
Yet on he toils, and eager bends his eyes, 
Where Fame’s bright temple glitters to the ikies. 

Ah, Sirs, ’tis eafy work, to fit.on fhore 

ind tator him who tugs the labouring oar : 
Whilft he amidft the furging ocean fteers, 
Now here, now there, as Fafhion’s currentweers : 
Roufe, roufe for his protection! you who fit 
Rang’d in deep phalanx, arbiters of wit! 

Aind you aloft there, keep your’beacon bright, 
Oh, make your Eddy-ftone thew forth its light ! 
So fhali our Bard fteer to ‘its friendly blaze, 
And anchor in the haven of your praife. 


EPILTLOG WU E. 
By the AUTHOR. 
Spoken by Mrs. StDDONs. 


ApiEs, we now have fitewn a faithful wife, 
And truft qur fcene prevails in real life} 
We hope that nuptial truth’s your reigning 
paffion, 
If not—why let the ftage begin the fafhion : 
*Tis our’s to paint you innocent and true ; 
To be what we defcribe depends on you. 
‘Two tragic matters grac’d th’ Athenian ftage, 
One fketch’d with candour, tother dafh’d with 
rage: 
Old Sophocles’s dames were heavenly creatures, 
His rival drew them all in fury features ; 
Both err’d, perhaps —-The milder urg'd this plea, 
«I paint my women as they ought to be :” 
The angry bard, relentlefs to the fair, 
Sternly replied, ¢ I paint mine as they are.” 
Our Author (pardon if he brings his name 
‘Too ncar to thefe of an immortal fame) 
At humble diftance takes the milder plan, 
Lefs proud to be'a poet than a man: 
Scorns firft to forge and then enforce a crime, 
Or polith libels into truth by rhyme. 
If you have faults, alas! he bids me fay, 
@h! that his with cou’d charm them all away! 
For if no cure but cauftics can be found, 
He will not make a fore to heal a wound ; 
If you have faults, they're faults he won’t dif- 
cover, 
To your own fex he begs to bind you over. 
So many ladies now there are who write, 
You"!! hear of all your trips fome winter’s night : 
Since Pegafus has learn’d the jadifh trick 
To bear a fide-faddle, you'll find him kick. 
But let no fatirift touch my lip with gall, 
Lips from which none but grateful words ‘hall 
fall. 
Can I forget? —But I muf here be dumb, 
So vaft my debt, I cannot count the fum ; 
Words wou!d but fail me, and I claim no art, 
I boaft no eloquence —but of the heart. 


$‘°O MN E T 
On the Emperor's Attempt to open the 
SCHELD, 1784. 
By Mr. Warwick. 
LA?-DERS rejoice! thy golden days re- 
: turn — 
Her creft-fall’n towers no more fhall Ganta 
weep; 
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Nor idly bending o’er his once fam’d urns, 

Sad Antwerp’s ftream eternal Sabbath 
keep. 

The Belgie fions arrogance to fpurn, 

And join Imperial Circles to the deep, 

Unfhackled Commerce thall repafs the 
bourn - 

That chain’d his waves in more than icy 


fleep. 

This Cafar wills—and, like.the breathing ftar 
Of Maia, fets the captive current free 
From yain prefcription’s limitary plan— 

While Britain, pleas’d the generous work to fee, 
Salutes returning fortune from afar, 

Nor dreads a rival in the friend of man, 


PROLOGUE 


To the New ComeEpDy, called Tue 
Fouuies oF a Day. 


Written by Mr. HoLcrort. 
Spoken: by Mr. Davizs. 


O-NIGHT, a Child of Chance is hither 
brought, 
Who could be neither borrow’d, begg’d, nor 
bought ; ; 
Nay, fo alert was faid to be the droll, 
*T was well affirm’d he was not to be ftolé ; 
But hence difpatch’d, back’d by Apollo’s war 
rant, 
A Meffenger has. kidnapp’d this wag-errant ; 
Poetic fugitive, has hither dragg’d him, 
And fafely here arriv’d, has now ungagg"dhim, 
To plead before this Court his whole amenance}; 
Where, fhould you fentence him to public pe 
nance, 
Oh, fad reverfe! how would he foam and fret, 
And figh for Paris and his {weet Soubrette! 
Where twice ten thoufand tongues are proud to 
greet him, 
And wing’d Applaufe on tiptee’ ftands ‘to meet 
him ; 
Where the grim guard, in nightly rapture, ftands, 
And grounds his mufquet to get at his hands; 
Where the retentive Pit, all prone-t’adore him, 
Repeat his bon mots half a bar before him; 
While every Bel-Efprit, at every hit, 
Grows fifty.fold more confcious of his wit. 
If ‘ far fetch’d and dear bought” give triftes 
worth, 


» Sure you'll applaud our Figero’s fecond birth. 


Nought of his prefent merit muft we fay ; 

Bear but in mind Our day’s a Spanith day. 

Cupid, in warmer climes, urg’d by the grape, 

Calls not each petty violence a rape! 

But oft his vot’ries feaves intoxicate 5 

Hence Figero himfelf is illegitimate !* 
Sanétion’d by you, howe’er, this little blot, 

If once in fafhion, will be foon forgot ; 

That fignature which each kind hand beftows, 

Shall make him well receiv'd where er he goes! 
* Here Mr. Holcroft, who {poke the 

Prologue the firft three nights, introduced 

the following lines : 


Fain would I fpeak a word of what I feels 
My bofom hopes and fears; but I appeal— 
Not 
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FOR DECEMBER, i784. 


‘You, the Humane Society, who fit 


Not to your juffice—that I dread to meet— 
But to the clement heart! that gracious feat, 
Where melting mercy fit enthron’d, fedate, 
Turning her eye from errors, mild in ftate, 
Bidding this maxim in her mem’ry live, | 
«Tis Human tooffend ; "tis Godlike to forgive !” 


An ODE to WISDOM. 


By Mifs VanHomricu, the celebrated 
Vanessa of SwiFT. 
H Patras! I invoke thy aid! 
Vouchfafe to hear a wretched maid, 
By tender love depreft ; 
"Tis juft that thou fhould’it heal the fmart, 
Infli€ted by thy fubtle art, 4 
And calm my troubled breaft. 
No random fhot from Cur1p’s bow, 
But by-thy guidance, foft and flow, 
It funk within my heart ; 
Thus, Love being arm'd with Wifdom’s force, 
In vain I try ‘to’ ftop its courfe, , 
In vain repel the dart. 
O Goddefs, break the fatal league, 
Let Love, with Folly and Intrigue, 
More fit aflociates find! 
And thou alone, within my breaft, 
O! deign to footh my griefs to reft, 
And heal my tortur’d mind, 


PROLO G'U E 
To the New ComepDy, called THE 
NATURAL SON. 


Written by Mr. CUMBERLAND. 
Spoken by Mr, BANNISTER, jun. 


HE Comic Mufe, as Cyprian records prove, 
Was Comus’ daughter by the Queen of 


ve 5 
A left-hand lineage ;—whilft the Tragic dame 
From legal loins of father Vulcan came ; 
Therefore this Mufe loves frolick, fun and joke, 
That bellows-blowing, bluft’ring, puff, and 
fmoke: 
Hence mother Nature’s bye-begotten ftock 
Are all the chips of the old common block ; 
For all derive their pedigree in tail 
From father frolickfome, and mother frail. 
Therefore, if in this brat of ours you trace 
Some features of his merry mother’s face, 
Sure, fons of Comus, fure you'll let him in, - 
To your gay brotherhood, his father’s kin; 
A married Mufe; now Mufes are too wife 
To take a Poet’s jointure—in the fkies. 
Now he lives fingle, like a cloifter’d Nun, 
But does fometimes as other Nuns have done; 
Prays with grave Authors, with the giddy prates, 
Or ogles a young Poet through the grates ; 
Therefore our'rule is, never to enquire 
Who begat whom, what dam, or which the fire ? 
But foon as e’er the babe breathes vital air, 
Take him, and never afk how it came there. 
Some are ftill-born, fome fent to mother Earth, 
Strangled by, Critic midwives in their birth ; 
And many an unacknowledg’d Foundling lies, 
Without a Parent’s hand to clofe its eyes. + 
Thus are our Plays with deaths tremendous 
cramm’d, 


And what is worle, to die isto be damn’d, 


355 


'To mitigate the Cafualties of Wit, 
Save a frail Mufe’s Natural Son from death ; 
He lives on Fame, and Fame lives on your breathe 


Samet s 6a & 
Written by Captain ToPpHam, \ 
Spoken by Mifs FaRREN. 


N this gay age, when all the heart is wafte,, 
And frighten’d"Nature flies ‘the realms of 
Tafte, 
Is there a well-bred dame, whofe cheek difclofes, 
The bloom of Rouge, cold Cream, and Milk 
of Rofes, 
Who deigns the fplendid fide~boxes to grace, 
With Figaro feathers and Lunardi lace, 
And gently lolling on her favour’d page, 
But laughs and talks much louder than the 
ftage : j 
If fome’ fweet girl, another Wertes’s pride, 
In fweet fimplicity, fhould grace her fide, 
Who, feeling what fhe hears, devoid of art, 
Drops a faft tear, expreflive of the heart, 
Would not the. modith dame her tears reprove, 
And cry, £ indeed you're vaftly wreng, my love,” 
While in high life our better paffions fteel, 
‘Foo gay to liften—and too fine to feel— 
Honeft John Bull, before a iturdy elf, 
Now claims no right of judging for himfelf ; 
To Pufts from Theatres gives up his vote, 
And kindly thinks all true—becaufe ‘tis wrote ; 
For when no plaudits ftrike our duller ear, 
The papers hear a voice we cannot hear ; 
And when for feats no beauties difagree, 
They fee a crowd, alas! we cannot fee; 
And whilft you clamber o’er the empty rows, 
In fweet advertifement the Houfe o’erflows ! 
Puff is the word; where fame is not a breath, 
How many Aédtors Puff has faved from death ; 
And Aétrefies, who late were dull enough, 
Have rifen Alexanders—from a Puff; 
While grateful paragraphs, all lavifh, give 
Sumstotal—which our Treafurers ne'er receive. 
With Attic farce the other Houfe comes after, 
Here, tired with forrow—there, revived with 
laughter ; 
And Beaumarchais, by foreign approbation, 
Now rifes like fome Bifhop—by tranflation. 
Jeft, repartee, and ftage eftects, ftill feize you, 
With wit made Engliihi, and with French made 
eafy. 
Say, then, as humble copyifts, fhall we borrow 
A fketch of what fome pens may fay to-morrow ? 
* The Comedy, where laughter knows no paufe, 
¢ Went off with moft aftonifhing applauie ; 
© The drefies, fcenery, and decoration, 
¢ Exceeded ali the bounds of commendation; 
© The great demand for fide-boxes for Monday 
€ Will know no intermiflion—but on Sunday. 
6 The eighteenth, cwentieth night, each place 
is chofen— 
© About the fifteenth you may peep your nofe in, 
€ The aétors all were wonderfully«lever 3 
* The like was never {een nor heard ; no, never. 
¢ The fprightly widow * above all we fee« 
‘ Was—you mutt fill that vacancy for me!’ 


® The CharaSter Mifs Farren plays herfelf. 
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